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The language of Eve
Marisa Sayago

By Scott Thomas Anderson 
scotta@newsreview.comscotta@newsreview.com

This article was published on 02.08.07.

One local sculptor approaches the mysteries glimpsed in blending the
conscious and unconscious by taking the human body as the touchstone for
her art. Originally from Argentina, Marisa Sayago was an apprentice to the
sculptor Alfredo Cantarutti before moving to the United States to earn an
MFA from the University of North Texas. In recent years she’s produced
some of the liveliest sculptures in Sacramento, giving her audience new
visions of flesh and physicality that create a dynamic language for the inner-
self.

Sayago’s work concentrates on ideas that are emotionally universal. She
renders clay bodies in strangely affecting positions, their soft fetal motions
and rolling curves hinting at deep sparks of human connection, or decrying
the lack thereof.

In 2003, Sayago co-founded the Eve Experience, a local group of artists
looking to consciously probe their views “through the eyes of women.” The
group held its first national show last October and will showcase its talent
again this March at the Hang It Up Gallery in El Dorado Hills, where the
riddles of Sayago’s body forms will be among the many exhibits that
celebrate female art.

What is it about human forms that allows you to communicate through
them?

It’s body language. There are innate forms in nature that we’re
subconsciously already able to understand—that’s what makes human forms
the best way to communicate to a wide range of people, and that’s what
makes them the right vehicle for me to express my commitment to art.

Did growing up in Argentina influence this view?

Yes, it did. I think Latin Americans are more conscious of their body
language when expressing themselves, especially in Argentina, where many
of the cultural roots are from Italy. We really use our hands and facial
expressions to articulate ourselves. I also think Argentineans touch each
other a lot more than Americans touch each other. Americans have slightly
different ideas about personal space.

Do you have a central concept in mind when you start a piece, or is it
more spontaneous?

I do have a concept when I begin a piece. Basically, I try and get the
composition done in my head before it’s anywhere near the clay. Invariably it
will change because, in translating it into the three-dimensional world, you
realize there’s things you have to alter in order to make it work. So while I
have a concept, I always allow myself flexibility to change; that way, if something does change spontaneously, I’m able to go with it.

What direction do you see your art heading in the future?

I really want to do large public works. I enjoy doing small pieces; however I don’t reach a wide range of people through that venue. I’ll continue to do the
small pieces because I love them so much—they’re so intimate, and they force you to go right to the piece itself. But at this point, I really would like to
do larger things for the public.

How did the Eve Experience come about?

There were a couple of women artists who were taking classes with me where I teach at Folsom Lake College, not because they need it, but just because
they wanted to continue to have some kind of relationship to art. We just started talking and saying, “We really need to get together and promote
ourselves as women artists because we have a certain perspective on the world that men don’t have.” We believe we have a unique view, from things like
child bearing and other female experiences, and so what we’re trying to do is promote that view through passionate art and to encourage other women to
express themselves as well.

Does being part of the group impact the direction of your work?

I don’t think I’ve varied my work too much; but I do get support from my colleagues. We’re very honest and candid about what we think of each others’
work, which can help in terms of getting you out of your comfort zone. Right now, I’m in a place where I can do art and know what the outcome of it is
going to be, so it’s good when people I know can challenge me to try something different and new within my own concepts.

 Tweet

Contact us about this story

RELATED LINKS:
See all stories published in 15 Minutes
See all stories published in Opinions

Reader Comments

No comments yet. Be the first by posting your comment below.

Sign in to submit a comment:

Most Recent Posts:

Morality play SN&R Extra 11.26.2019
11:57am
Editor’s note: Under the wire SN&R
Extra 11.25.2019 11:57am
All decked out SN&R Extra 11.22.2019
2:03pm
Essay: When I’m 64 SN&R Extra
11.20.2019 2:52pm
READ MORE AT SN&R EXTRA

Editor's Note Live Christmas trees are
better for the planet than artificial ones.
Letters 2020 election, homeless, rent
control.
Ask Joey A co-worker and a girlfriend
don’t return affection.
Essay County should spend money up-
front to prevent child abuse.
Essay Older adults have much to offer if
they’re not stigmatized.
15 Minutes Between school and play,
Alex Grevious also finds time to podcast
and write.
The 420 Whether it’s known as weed,
cannabis or pot, the experience is what
matters for most medical marijuana
patients.
MORE OPINIONS

Most Recent
Sponsored Posts

Iceland rises from the
ashes N&R Publications
11.21.2019
Decarcerate Sacramento
Celebrates Victory Over
Stalled Jail Expansion
California Endowment
11.21.2019
YVONNE R. WALKER:
Nurturing new leaders can
bring change SEIU Local
1000 11.20.2019
Del Paso Boulevard’s
History Del Paso
Boulevard Partnership
11.14.2019
Associated Sound makes
events worth hearing Del
Paso Boulevard
Partnership 11.14.2019
Yvonne R. Walker: Union
apprenticeships offer leg
up SEIU Local 1000
11.13.2019

Take Action, Sacramento!

WED
27

Wish Upon A Star Annual Gift…
The University U... | Sacramento, CA

WED
27

Free Flu Vaccines
Sierra College | Rocklin, CA

THU
28

Run to Feed the Hungry
Sacramento State | Sacramento, CA

!
TUE
26

WED
27

THU
28

FRI
29

SAT
30

" See all events  # Add your event

Like 0 Share

Like 0 Share

https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Read%20at%20NewsReview.com:%20The%20language%20of%20Eve&url=https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/language-of-eve/content?oid=279157
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/scott-thomas-anderson/author
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/Contact?content=279157
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/2007-02-08/archive
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Read%20at%20NewsReview.com:%20The%20language%20of%20Eve&url=https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/language-of-eve/content?oid=279157
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/Contact?content=279157
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/15_minutes/all?oid=36611
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/all?oid=oid%3A92158
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/blogs
https://sacblog.newsreview.com/2019/11/26/morality-play/
https://sacblog.newsreview.com/2019/11/25/editors-note-under-the-wire/
https://sacblog.newsreview.com/2019/11/22/all-decked-out/
https://sacblog.newsreview.com/2019/11/20/when-im-64/
https://sacblog.newsreview.com/
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/More?oid=92158
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/have-a-green-holiday/content?oid=29280234
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/letters-for-nov-21-2019/content?oid=29280397
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/cold-shoulder/content?oid=29280396
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/we-can-prevent-child-abuse/content?oid=29280237
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/when-im-64/content?oid=29280239
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/alex-grevious-one-kid-content-production/content?oid=29280240
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/slang-words-synonyms/content?oid=29280410
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/opinions/more
https://spotlight.newsreview.com/nr-publications/community/iceland-rises-from-the-ashes/
https://spotlight.newsreview.com/california-endowment/community/decarcerate-sacramento-celebrates-victory-over-stalled-jail-expansion/
https://spotlight.newsreview.com/seiu/labor/yvonne-r-walker-nurturing-new-leaders-can-bring-change/
https://spotlight.newsreview.com/del-paso-boulevard-partnership/community/del-paso-boulevards-history/
https://spotlight.newsreview.com/del-paso-boulevard-partnership/community/associated-sound-makes-events-worth-hearing/
https://spotlight.newsreview.com/seiu/labor/yvonne-r-walker-union-apprenticeships-offer-leg-up/
https://spotlight.newsreview.com/
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/calendar#!/show/?ser=labels:TakeAction,SNRTakeAction
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/calendar#!/details/WISH-UPON-A-STAR-ANNUAL-GIFT-DRIVE/7575142/2019-11-27T06?ser=labels:TakeAction,SNRTakeAction
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/calendar#!/details/FREE-FLU-VACCINES/7490975/2019-11-27T08?ser=labels:TakeAction,SNRTakeAction
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/calendar#!/details/RUN-TO-FEED-THE-HUNGRY/7532558/2019-11-28T08?ser=labels:TakeAction,SNRTakeAction
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/calendar#!/show/?ser=labels:TakeAction,SNRTakeAction
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/calendar#!/show/?start=2019-11-26&ser=labels:TakeAction,SNRTakeAction
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/calendar#!/show/?start=2019-11-27&ser=labels:TakeAction,SNRTakeAction
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/calendar#!/show/?start=2019-11-28&ser=labels:TakeAction,SNRTakeAction
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/calendar#!/show/?start=2019-11-29&ser=labels:TakeAction,SNRTakeAction
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/calendar#!/show/?start=2019-11-30&ser=labels:TakeAction,SNRTakeAction
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/calendar#!/show/?ser=labels:TakeAction,SNRTakeAction
https://portal.cityspark.com/EventEntry/EventEntry/SacramentoNewsReview
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.newsreview.com%2Fsacramento%2Flanguage-of-eve%2Fcontent%3Foid%3D279157&display=popup&ref=plugin&src=like&kid_directed_site=0
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.newsreview.com%2Fsacramento%2Flanguage-of-eve%2Fcontent%3Foid%3D279157&display=popup&ref=plugin&src=like&kid_directed_site=0


e-mail:

password:
SIGN IN

Don't have a login yet? Join now!, it's fast and free!
Help! I forgot my password

Post anonymous comment:

If you wish to comment anonymously, provide your valid email address here and you’ll be allowed to do so.

e-mail:   

You will be sent an email confirmation with a link that you must follow to validate your email address before your comment will appear on the

site.

SUBMIT

LOCAL STORIES | OPINIONS | SUBSCRIBE | CALENDAR | ARTS&CULTURE | MUSIC | DINING | FILM | GUIDES | N&R EVENTS
CHICO N&R | RENO N&R | SAC N&R |  PRIVACY STATEMENT | TERMS OF USE | CONTACT US | ADVERTISER SERVICES &
INFO  
COPYRIGHT ©2019 CHICO COMMUNITY PUBLISHING, INC.

Take Action, Sacramento!

WED
27

Wish Upon A Star Annual Gift…
The University U... | Sacramento, CA

WED
27

Free Flu Vaccines
Sierra College | Rocklin, CA

THU
28

Run to Feed the Hungry
Sacramento State | Sacramento, CA

!
TUE
26

WED
27

THU
28

FRI
29

SAT
30

" See all events  # Add your event

SN&R Calendar

WED
27

Deathtrap
Sacramento Theat... | Sacramento, CA

WED
27

Theatre of Lights
Old Sacramento W... | Sacramento, CA

WED
27

On An Open Fire by Buck Bus…
B Street Theatre | Sacramento, CA

WED
27

Autumn Leaves Exhibit
Kennedy Gallery | Sacramento, CA

WED
27

Natural History, New work by…
JAYJAY | Sacramento, CA

WED
27

Margarita Chaplinska’s ”Aloft…
Tim Collom Galle... | Sacramento, CA

WED
27

Tree Lighting Ceremony
Old Sacramento W... | Sacramento, CA

WED
27

Stoned Yoga
Hot Pot Studio | Sacramento, CA

SAT
30

Stoned Yoga
Gilded Roots Stu... | Sacramento, CA

WED
27

Sam Bam's Comedy Jam
Punch Line | Sacramento, CA

WED
27

Stoned Yoga
Hot Pot Studio | Sacramento, CA

SAT
30

Stoned Yoga
Gilded Roots Stu... | Sacramento, CA

WED
27

Sam Bam's Comedy Jam
Punch Line | Sacramento, CA

WED
27

Stoned Yoga
Hot Pot Studio | Sacramento, CA

SAT
30

Stoned Yoga
Gilded Roots Stu... | Sacramento, CA

WED
27

Sam Bam's Comedy Jam
Punch Line | Sacramento, CA

!
TUE
26

WED
27

THU
28

FRI
29

SAT
30

" See all events  # Add your event

https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/local/MyNR?createAccount=1&LoginAction=/sacramento/language-of-eve/content?oid=279157
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/local/MyNR?sendAttempt=1&sendPass=1&LoginAction=/sacramento/language-of-eve/content?oid=279157
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/local_stories/more
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/opinions/more
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/local/MyNR
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/calendar
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/arts_culture/more
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/music/more
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/dining/more
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/film/more
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/guides/more
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/nr_events/more
https://www.newsreview.com/chico/home
https://www.newsreview.com/reno/home
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/home
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/privacy_policy/viewpage
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/terms_of_use/viewpage
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/contact_us/viewpage
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/advertising_info/viewpage
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/calendar#!/show/?ser=labels:TakeAction,SNRTakeAction
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/calendar#!/details/WISH-UPON-A-STAR-ANNUAL-GIFT-DRIVE/7575142/2019-11-27T06?ser=labels:TakeAction,SNRTakeAction
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/calendar#!/details/FREE-FLU-VACCINES/7490975/2019-11-27T08?ser=labels:TakeAction,SNRTakeAction
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/calendar#!/details/RUN-TO-FEED-THE-HUNGRY/7532558/2019-11-28T08?ser=labels:TakeAction,SNRTakeAction
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/calendar#!/show/?ser=labels:TakeAction,SNRTakeAction
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/calendar#!/show/?start=2019-11-26&ser=labels:TakeAction,SNRTakeAction
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/calendar#!/show/?start=2019-11-27&ser=labels:TakeAction,SNRTakeAction
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/calendar#!/show/?start=2019-11-28&ser=labels:TakeAction,SNRTakeAction
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/calendar#!/show/?start=2019-11-29&ser=labels:TakeAction,SNRTakeAction
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/calendar#!/show/?start=2019-11-30&ser=labels:TakeAction,SNRTakeAction
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/calendar#!/show/?ser=labels:TakeAction,SNRTakeAction
https://portal.cityspark.com/EventEntry/EventEntry/SacramentoNewsReview
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/calendar
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/calendar#!/details/DEATHTRAP/7483749/2019-11-27T19
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/calendar#!/details/THEATRE-OF-LIGHTS/7446784/2019-11-27T18
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/calendar#!/details/ON-AN-OPEN-FIRE-BY-BUCK-BUSFIELD/7403508/2019-11-27T14
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/calendar#!/details/AUTUMN-LEAVES-EXHIBIT/7480571/2019-11-27T12
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/calendar#!/details/NATURAL-HISTORY-NEW-WORK-BY-ANNE-GREGORY-TRACES-NEW-WORK-BY-PENNY-OLSON/7403692/2019-11-27T11
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/calendar#!/details/MARGARITA-CHAPLINSKAS-ALOFT-AT-TIM-COLLOM-GALLERY-IN-NOVEMBER/7460136/2019-11-27T12
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/calendar#!/details/TREE-LIGHTING-CEREMONY/7445198/2019-11-27T17
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/calendar#!/details/STONED-YOGA/7129122/2019-11-27T19
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/calendar#!/details/STONED-YOGA/7129230/2019-11-30T11
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/calendar#!/details/SAM-BAMS-COMEDY-JAM/7037826/2019-11-27T20
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/calendar#!/details/STONED-YOGA/7129122/2019-11-27T19
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/calendar#!/details/STONED-YOGA/7129230/2019-11-30T11
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/calendar#!/details/SAM-BAMS-COMEDY-JAM/7037826/2019-11-27T20
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/calendar#!/details/STONED-YOGA/7129122/2019-11-27T19
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/calendar#!/details/STONED-YOGA/7129230/2019-11-30T11
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/calendar#!/details/SAM-BAMS-COMEDY-JAM/7037826/2019-11-27T20
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/calendar
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/calendar#!/show/?start=2019-11-26
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/calendar#!/show/?start=2019-11-27
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/calendar#!/show/?start=2019-11-28
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/calendar#!/show/?start=2019-11-29
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/calendar#!/show/?start=2019-11-30
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/calendar
https://portal.cityspark.com/EventEntry/EventEntry/SacramentoNewsReview



