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AN ORDINANCE
Amending section 311.01 of Chapter 311 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Fostoria, Ohio entitled “PLACING INJURIOUS MATERIAL OR OBSTRUCTION IN STREET” adding a subsection and penalty section regarding grass clippings.
	WHEREAS, the Administration has determined that it would be beneficial to include a subsection prohibiting placing grass clippings and other yard waste materials in the roadways.
	NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Fostoria, Seneca, Hancock, and Wood Counties, Ohio:
SECTION 1:  The Codified Ordinances of the City of Fostoria, Ohio be, and the same hereby is, amended by adding further prohibitions to roadway obstructions in section 311.01, of Chapter 311, “PLACING INJURIOUS MATERIAL OR OBSTRUCTION IN STREET” which shall read as follows:
311.01 PLACING INJURIOUS MATERIAL OR OBSTRUCTION IN STREET.
   (a)   No person shall place or knowingly drop upon any part of a street, highway or alley any tacks, bottles, wire, glass, nails or other articles which may damage or injure any person, vehicle or animal traveling along or upon such street, except such substances that may be placed upon the roadway by proper authority for the repair or construction thereof.
   (b)   Any person who drops or permits to be dropped or thrown upon any street any noxious, destructive or injurious material shall immediately remove the same.
   (c)   Any person authorized to remove a wrecked or damaged vehicle from a street shall remove any glass or other injurious substance dropped upon the street from such vehicle.
   (d)   No person shall place any obstruction in or upon a street without proper authority.
   (e)   No person, with intent to cause physical harm to a person or vehicle, shall place or knowingly drop upon any part of a highway, lane, road, street or alley any tacks, bottles, wire, glass, nails or other articles which may damage or injure any person, vehicle or animal traveling along or upon such highway, except such substances that may be placed upon the roadway by proper authority for the repair or construction thereof.
   (f)   No person shall place, deposit, sweep, blow, or otherwise cause grass clippings, leaves, yard waste, soil, mulch, or other vegetative debris to be placed upon any street, highway, lane, road, or alley. For purposes of this section, “grass clippings” include any vegetative material generated from mowing, trimming, or landscaping activities.
   (fg)   (1)   Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates any provision of subsections (a) to (d) of this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates any provision of subsections (a) to (d) of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates any provision of subsections (a) to (d) of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.
      (2)   Whoever violates subsection (e) of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree. (ORC 4511.74)
	(3) Whoever violates subsection (f) of this section is guilty of a special misdemeanor and shall be fined not more than five hundred dollars ($500.00). No jail term shall be imposed for a violation of this subsection.

	SECTION 2: It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning and relating to the adoption of this ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this Council, and that all deliberations of this Council and any of its committees that resulted in such formal actions were in meetings open to the public, and in compliance with all legal requirements including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.
	SECTION 3: That in order to preserve the public peace, health, safety and welfare of the City of Fostoria and its inhabitants, this measure shall take effect at the earliest time allowed by law after its passage for the reason that this ordinance is necessary for the inhabitants of the City of Fostoria.  
	THEREFORE, upon the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of all members elected to Council, and signature by the Mayor, this ordinance shall go into immediate force and effect. 

	Passed this ____________ day of ______________, 2026.

							________________________________
							Brian Shaver, Council President
ATTEST:

__________________________________
Tamara L. Drake, Clerk of Council

	Filed with me and approved by me this ________ day of _____________, 2026.

							________________________________
							Don Mennel, Mayor
