[bookmark: _Hlk536790323]CITY OF FOSTORIA, OHIO
Ordinance No.:  2026 - _________
Introduced by:___________

AN ORDINANCE
Enacting new Section 1125.16 of Chapter 1125 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Fostoria, Ohio entitled “TENTS OR OTHER UNPERMITTED OR MAKESHIFT SHELTERS WITHIN CITY LIMITS.”.
	Whereas, the City of Fostoria has identified a need for regulations related to tents and makeshift shelters.
	NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Fostoria, Seneca, Hancock, and Wood Counties, Ohio:
SECTION 1:  The Codified Ordinances of the City of Fostoria, Ohio be, and the same hereby is, amended by adding a new Section 1125.16 of Chapter 1125, “TENTS OR OTHER UNPERMITTED OR MAKESHIFT SHELTERS WITHIN CITY LIMITS.” which shall read as follows:
 1125.16 TENTS OR OTHER UNPERMITTED OR MAKESHIFT SHELTERS WITHIN CITY LIMITS. 
[bookmark: rid-0-0-0-24714](a)  General Prohibition:  Tents or unpermitted or makeshift shelters for purposes of living, housekeeping purposes, storage of interior household items or business activities are prohibited within the City limits. This section shall not apply to tents used for temporary commercial, promotional, or seasonal vendor activities, including pop-up retail sales, provided such use is conducted in compliance with all applicable City zoning regulations and any required permits or approvals.
(b) Permitted Recreational Use: Nothing in this section shall prohibit the temporary recreational use of tents on residential property by individuals who reside at the property, provided such use does not create a public nuisance or violate any applicable City of Fostoria or State of Ohio law. This subsection applies only to occupants of the residence. Non-resident guest use is governed by subsection (c).
(c) Temporary Use of Non-Resident Guest (Exception): Upon 72 hours advance notice to the City of Fostoria Compliance and Zoning Office, exceptions to these restrictions are permitted to accommodate guests in a tent on residential property for a period of time not to exceed (7) seven days as long as the properly constructed tent is securely fastened to the ground and is positioned in the rear yard of the residential structure.  
(1)	A person who owns or controls the property who is over the age of 18 years old and currently living at the residence where the tent is planned to be located shall file the request for exception.
(2)	All sanitary waste shall be deposited in the residential structure with working plumbing/sanitation system and shall not be disposed of outside of the tent or the residential structure.
(3)	All residents including those in utilizing the tent shall comply with the Ohio Fire Code, including sections 307.4, 307.4.1, 307.4.2, 307.4.2.1 and 307.4.3 pertaining to any open burning.  
(4)	All other laws of the City of Fostoria and State of Ohio must be complied with.  
(d) Definitions:	
1.  A tent is defined as a portable shelter made of cloth, supported by one or more poles and stretched tight by cords or loops attached to pegs driven into the ground.  A tent does not include unpermitted or makeshift shelters.
2. A makeshift shelter is defined as a structure not designed for temporary recreational use and constructed from materials such as tarps, scrap materials, or debris, and intended for habitation or storage. 

	SECTION 2: It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning and relating to the adoption of this ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this Council, and that all deliberations of this Council and any of its committees that resulted in such formal actions were in meetings open to the public, and in compliance with all legal requirements including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.
	SECTION 3: That in order to preserve the public peace, health, safety and welfare of the City of Fostoria and its inhabitants, this measure shall take effect at the earliest time allowed by law after its passage for the reason that this ordinance is necessary for the inhabitants of the City of Fostoria.  
	THEREFORE, upon the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of all members elected to Council, and signature by the Mayor, this ordinance shall go into immediate force and effect. 

Passed this ____________ day of ______________, 2026.

							________________________________
							Brian Shaver, Council President
ATTEST:

__________________________________
Tamara L. Drake, Clerk of Council

	Filed with me and approved by me this ________ day of _____________, 2026.

							________________________________
							Donald Mennel, Mayor
