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A REUNION!! 
 

One We’ll Never 
Forget! 

and host to  CBD 1802, CBD 1804, CBMU 1, CBMU 101 and CBMU 577 

Volume 4, Issue 1 

 

No matter where we were, if we made it to San 
Antonio or not, this is one reunion we will 
never forget, nor will we want to.  September 
11, 2001, is now more infamous than December 
7, 1941, and San Antonio is going to be remem-
bered because of it.  Those that were able to at-
tend had a great time.  The tours were really 
good, the Ship’s Store was the best ever and the 
banquet was superb!  Now, on to Cleveland! 

From Pete Elliott, Commander 
 

1991, Springfield, MO; 1993, Nashville, TN; 
1995, Las Vegas, NV; 1997, Denver, CO; 1999, 
Charleston, SC; 2001, San Antonio, TX.  Next 
is Cleveland, OH.  The list is growing and get-
ting better. 
 

I would like to thank the committee and the 
membership for re-appointing me as national 

(Continued on page 2) 

Seabees 
October 31, 2001 

A Newsletter for Former US Naval 

Mobile Construction Battalion 2 Personnel 

Another Great 
Reunion! 

WOW! WHAT 



2 

Seabees 
August – September 
Dates to Remember 

 
�

���������	
�� ����������
� ���������
�

���������	
�� �������������������
�������� �����!�����

�

�����	���	
�� ����������
� "�����#��
�

����������	
�� $��%�&���!���������'
�������()��!����'
��������*������������
������+��������

�

������
���	
�� ,�%���������������
�

������-���	
�� *)$������"$�����������
��� �����!������������
$&$.+������*���!�����
��������!�����/����

�

+�%�������	
�� ����"$��+���������'
�������� �����!������
������+�����������������
!�����/����

�

+�%�������	
�� 0�����������������
,�%�����11�))�������

�

+�%����
���2	�� ������������3�����4��
�������5��

�

+�%��������	�-� +���������������)�'
!����6�����

$�������#�7%�����
�

8����	����������!�������#����������	�
�$����9����
!�������#�����������������8��5�:�����������+������'
��������������:�������������������������$�����������
)��5��:������#����!%5��������������%����������5�
+!���1���������������:��������������&�������#����
;<����!����������%%�����

chairman for the Cleveland reunion.  With your 
help, participation and suggestions, Cleveland 
will be the best!  Because of the events of Sep-
tember 11, several of our members were unable 
to attend.  YOU WERE MISSED. 
 

Scott and I have worked very hard and are 
pleased to announce that we have been able to 
get ALL the money refunded from Armed 
Forces Reunions, Inc., for all members who 
were unable to attend or arrived late and missed 
tours.  For those of you affected, you should get 
a check for the full amount from AFRI owed 
you no later than the end of October.  If you 
haven’t received a check for the full amount 
owed you by now, contact Scott or myself. 
 

Under the circumstances, the reunion was a total 
success.  A lot of business was accomplished 
and a great time was had by all.  For those who 
attended, if you have a complaint or a sugges-
tion on how we could have done better, please 
write to me. 
 

We all deeply regret the events of September 
11.  Our prayers will be with the victims and the 
families of those lost at the World Trade Center, 
the Pentagon and Flight 93 in Pennsylvania.  
We must also pray for our military personnel, 
the members of law enforcement and our fire-
fighters who have the job of protecting Amer-
ica. 
 

FLY OUR FLAG OR DISPLAY IT AND  
GOD BLESS AMERICA! 

 
J.K. ‘Pete’ Elliott 
P.O. Box 771221 
Lakewood, OH  44107 

(Continued from page 1) 
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A Challenge and a Commitment 
 

The CEC/Seabee Historical Foundation is spearheading a drive to raise $8,000,000 to 
build a new museum worthy of the Seabee heritage dating back to WW II to replace the 
present one at Port Hueneme.  For those of you who have visited the museum lately, you 
have seen how crowded it is and how much Seabee history is there and in desperate need 
of better preservation in the years to come.  Numerous artifacts are stored outside in the 
weather.  Many of the stories about the Seabees over the years cannot be displayed due 
to lack of space.  Also, older exhibits dating from WW II are starting to show their age 
and, if not properly preserved, will deteriorate over the years to the point where we will 
lose much of our Seabee heritage to the elements. 
 
At our reunion in San Antonio, Capt. Bill Hilderbrand (Ret.) spoke at our General Busi-
ness Meeting and presented a challenge to MCB 2 members to pledge $10,000 over 5 
years to support the effort to rebuild and modernize the museum.  A motion was made, 
seconded, and voted unanimously to support this effort by raising our dues $5 per year 
to be used as a portion of the money necessary to reach the $10,000 goal. (See page 16-
17 for the minutes of the General Meeting.)  Some members pledged an additional 
amount and we need all members to consider making that commitment.  If any of you 
are interested in contributing to the Museum rebuild effort, cut or copy the coupon be-
low and send it to Scott Williams at the address on the form.  A record of pledges will be 
shown in each Newsletter with a total pledged to date (see page 14).   MCB 2 Reunion 
Association will be recognized with a bronze plaque on the entrance to the new museum 
for its support of the rebuild effort. 
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WELCOME, 
 NEW MEMBERS! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
    

 
Bennie Carlson 
16553 Oster Point Road 
Cold Spring, MN  56320 
(320) 685-7405 
docnlee@netlinkcom.com 
CBD 1804 
 
Howard K. ‘Corny’ Cornwell 
27217 Walnut Springs Ave. 
Canyon Country, CA  91351 
(661) 252-0971 
CBD 1802/MCB 2 
 
Norman J. Eveleth 
251 SE Arcadia Shores Road 
Shelton, WA  98584 
(360) 426-7342  
CBMU 1/101 
 
Lane Freitag 
42243 Ringstem Ave., Apt. J-3 
Lancaster, CA  93536 
 
Kenneth D. Gaskell 
305 Hunter Circle 
Riverton, WY  82501 
(307) 856-0574 
CBMU 101 
 
James F. (Frank) Gray 
10 Crested Tern Court 
The Woodlands, TX  77380 
(281) 367-7608 
RowGray@aol.com 
MCB 2 
 
Marvin Guetling 
2145 Five Dollar Road 
Evansville, IN  47720-8930 
(812) 985-3126 
CBMU 1/101 
 
 

 NEW MEMBERS!, 
Continued 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 
Robert Janson 
112 Holly Ave. 
Brewster, MA  02631 
Rejanson@earthlink.net 
CBMU 1/101  K-3 
 
Denise E. King 
For Donald L Truskey 
305 Whitman Court 
Edmond, OK  73003 
CBMU 1/101 
 
Donald J. ‘Jim’ Legget 
105 N. 94th Place 
Yakima, WA  98908 
(509) 965-7957 
Jimlegget@home.com 
MCB 2 
 
William C. Pemberton 
806 State Route 25 
Oswego, IL  60543-9465 
Pember85@aol.com 
CBMU 577 
 
William ‘Bill’ Wilcoxen 
1417 E. Alder 
Veronia, OR  97064 
(503) 429-8891 
CBMU 1/101 

Some people try to turn back 
their odometers.  Not me.  I 
want people to know why I 
look this way.  I’ve traveled a 
long way and some of the 
roads weren’t paved. 
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The  
Commander  

and Staff 
 

Our leadership consists of: 
 

Commander 

Pete Elliott 
Staff: 
Darla Budworth, Tours 
Joe DeFranco 
David Haines  
Rich Nelson 
Roy Peak, Vice Commander 
Malcolm Pearson 
Stoney Serrett, Commander Emeritus 
Ted Speros 
Scott Williams, Sec’y/Treas. 

MAKE A NOTE! 
ADDRESS CORRECTION 

 

 
Wayne Bulgerin 
407 Bumby Ridge Drive 
Burnet, TX  78611 
(512) 793-6821 
 
Charles Hagemann 
117 Tierra Grande 
Cibolo, TX  78108 
(210) 566-7749 
 
Gene McDonagh 
18 Hickory Lane 
Levittown, NY  11756 
(516) 520-4601 
 
Pat Morris 
15396 Hargis Court 
Rolla, MO  65401 
573-364-5506 
Pat@weblube.com 
 
Stoney Serrett 
3942 Ridgmar Lane 
Abilene, TX  79606 
(915) 691-0325 
 
Joseph M. Sobczak 
201 Sage St. 
Bay City, MI  48706 
(989) 686-2873 
Josephsobczak@msn.com 
 
Dale Yoder 
1083 6th Ave. 
McPherson, KS  67460 
(316) 834-2331 

Dues Have Been 
Increased! 

��������������� �������3���������������
+����������8�@�����������������%�
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You know you are get-
ting old when everything 
either dries up or leaks. 
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Donald Grobbel, Gerald Grubb, Marvin Guetling, 
George Gustin, Gordon Gwathney, Charles Hage-
mann, David Haines, Les Hall, Luther Hall, Alexan-
der Hamilton, Roger Hamilton, Len Hardoin, Arlin 
Hardwick, Roy Harris, Robert Hart, Lester Harvey, 
Robert Hauptman, Cleve Haynes, Arthur Hees, Ralph 
Heitt, Bert Helms, Tom Hendershott, Don Hender-
son, Duane Henrichson, Gerald Herr, Len Hershber-
ger, Al Hisey, Don Hofstetter, Chuck Holinka, Gerald 
Hollembeak, Holly Hollingsworth, Sam Holsomback, 
Ray Hooter, Arthur Hoskinds, Rod Howard, Ron 
Howatson, Maurice Hughes, Charles Ingalls, Hugh 
Ireland, William Irvine, Victor Jaccino, Frank Jacus, 
Robert (Frenchie) Jandreau, Bob Janson, DeVon Jen-
sen, Larry Jessop, Ambros Johnson, Charles Johnson, 
Ordean Johnson, Don Jones, Henry Jones, John Jur-
kash, Robert Kaempfe, Lloyd Kallsen, Chuck Kan-
gas, Greg (Isabel) Karekin, Mike Kazarian, Duane 
Keech, Gordon Keen, Les Keller, L.V. Keprta, Hark 
Ketels, Richard Keyes, Allen Kim, Capers Kinard, 
Denise King, Bruce Kitts, William Knight, John Ko-
lasz, Stephen Korkes, George Kraeer, Hazen Kritz-
man, Emil Krygier, Walter Kumpf, Ken Kuper, Harry 
Ladley, Benjamin Lally, Ervin Lampe, Ronald 
Landrum, Art Leable, Max Leavell, Cameron Lee, 
Jim Legget, Michael Linch, L. H. Lind, Herbert A. 
Liverman, Jr., Gary Loebrich, Bob Lohrentz, Bob 
Long, Stanley Lore, Clive Lorenz, Gordon Love, Ken 
Ludwig, Dale Lundstrom, Tom Maere, Ivan Majetic, 
Bob Markey, Philip Matalucci, William (Jack) Mayo, 
Chuck McCabe, Willie McCarley, Norris McDaniel, 
Riley McDaniel, Eugene McDonagh, Don McLain, 
Bobby McMillan, Herbert Meade, Richard Merit, 
Daniel Millett, Dan Mills, Chuck Minert, Frank 
Mingo, Gary (Mitch) Mitchell, Roger Mohs, William 
Moore, Pat Morris, Finley Morrison, Hance Morton, 
Paul Muma, Richard Muns, Eugene Nelson, Harry 
Nelson, Richard Nelson, Ray Nethercott, Charles 
Neugent, Paul Neusetzer, Don Nitsche, John Noetzel, 
Thomas Nolan, Herman Nugent, Joseph O’Brien, 
Melvin Olson, Ernest Owens, Tom Padden, Dwight 
Padgett, Deryl Parris, Billy Partridge, Robert Patinka, 
Roy Peak, Howard Pearson, Malcolm Pearson, Ben 
Pedrotti, Dan Pelaez, William Pemberton, John 
Petronka, Amos Phillips, Mike Piro, Gerald Powell, 
Earl Presson, Cecil Price, David “Ernie” Pyle, Sam 
Ragusa, Gary Rawlings, Charles Rebb, John Reck-
litis, Wayne Rewey, Rex Roark, Gene Robinson, 
Harry Robinson, Dale Rogers, Lowell Rohrig, Rich-

(Continued on page 13) 

THE GOOD-GUY 
LIST 

 
Vance Adams, James Adkins, Harold Agles, Wal-
ter Ahem, William Alwine, David Anderson, Don 
Anderson, Lionel Antley, Eugene Antoine, Basil 
Arnold, Joe Ates, Lyle Auseth, Pat Badgett, Lewis 
Baker, Richard Baker, Jack Balding, Edwin 
Ballerstein, Benjamin Balog, Joe Barbree, Don 
Barry, Bruce Barton, Glen Bates, Emil Bazzoli, 
Raymond Beaulieu, Henry Benguerel, Hank Bent-
son, Frank Betonte, Ralph Binney, Vernon 
Blakeslee, John Bloem, John Bober, William 
Body, Ralph Bokern, James Bolton, Alexander 
Borys, Robert Bowdler, Thomas Bowen, Donald 
Bradley, Art Bredefeld, John Brown, Philip 
Brunelle, Al Bryant, Silas Bucher, Robert Buck-
ley, David Budworth, Wayne Bulgerin, Alfred 
Burkhart, L.P. Burleigh, Ralph Burnley, James 
Cain, Lex Camden, Elwin ‘Shorty’ Campbell, Jim 
Carey, Patrick Carey, William B. Carter, William 
F. Carter, Mike Castelvecchi, Kenneth Catchpole, 
Mylo Cayou, Frank Chambers, George Chang, 
C.L. Chapman, Ken Chew, Ronald Claypool, 
Walt Cloonan, Robert Coley, Robert Colquhoun, 
David Conahey, Roy Cone, Robert Conroe, How-
ard Cornwell, Charles Coughlin, Jack Coulter, 
Fred Cozad, Ballard Credeur, Pat Cunningham, 
John Cure, Paul D’Angelo, Arnold Daisy, Marvin 
Dalby, Stan Dauer, Harold Davis, Ed Dechant, 
Joseph DeFranco, Jim DeKeyser, Mike Del 
Busso, Don DeLisi, Theodore DeVit, Jimmie Dill-
man, Melvin Dixon, Bob Doezie, Tom Donahue, 
George Dorge, Carroll Dowell, Howard Doyle, 
William Duensing, Marshall Dunne, Gene 
Edmondson, J.K. “Pete” Elliott, Don Eminhizer, 
Roy Emmons, Doug Emond, George Epright, Jon 
Ericson, Ralph Evans, Norman Eveleth, Richard 
Fairbanks, Bruno Fanucchi,  Richard Farbo, Galen 
Farnsworth, Frank Fibich, Warren Flading, John 
Fletcher, Carl Fogelsong, Forrest Foland, Jack 
Foster, Bill Frazier, Willie Free, Lane Freitag, Al 
Fritz, Willis Gallagher, William Ganske, Claude 
Garcenot, Ken Gaskell, Don Gelroth, Roger Ger-
mundson, John Ginther, Ron Glasser, Albert 
Glenn, Allan Goller, Bob Graf, Fred Granata, 
Russ Granby, John Grasz, Jim Gray, Jim Green, 
Clement Gregurek, Frank Gresser, Roy Grisham, 
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Who to contact about your 
MCB 2 dues - 

 

Scott Williams, Sec’y/Treas. 
MCB 2 Reunion Association 
7221 Trading Post Lane 
Las Vegas, NV  89128 
(702) 254-1929 
e-mail: williash@aol.com 
make checks payable to: 
 

Scott Williams/MCB 2  
 

Dues are $20/year 
January - December 

 

This is what keeps us going and enables 
us to send this Newsletter. 

Need a Membership Roster? 
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ard Rose,  George Rosenvold, Thomas Roy, Albert 
Rubinich, John Ruby, Edner Rudolph, Thomas 
Ryan, Vinny Ryan, Fred Saathoff, Paul Schell, 
Darl Schmidt, Millard Schneider, Merle Schnepf, 
Edwin Scholtz, Cliff Schorr, Jack Schrader, Rich-
ard “Herbie” Schreiner, Irwin “Bill” Seesman, 
Donald Seethaler, Gerald Seger, Stoney Serrett, 
Richard Shafer, Bill Sharp, Don Shoff, Jim Sichel, 
Bill Sigmund, Dick Sim, Fred Simon, Bill Simp-
son, Art Siple, Glenn Sisco, Joe Sitkowski, Richard 
Skillicorn, Ed Smith, Joe Sobczak, Ray Sonnen, 
Ray Sorrentino,  Marvin Sparks, Ted Speros, Virgil 
Sprague, Kenneth Stancombe, Gene Staples, Tho-
mas Stapleton, Clyde Stenholm, Norman Stentz, 
Jim Stephens, Lee Stevens, Larry Stevenson, Dan 
Stewart, John Stock,  Ken Stoutland, Myron 
Strausheim, Willis Struecker, Bob Sutton, Dan 
Svendsen, Richard Swallow, Robert Swanson, Vic-
tor Swanson, James Taylor, Ernest Teoli, Danny 
Terry, George Terry, Doug Thorp, Richard Todd, 
William Tracy, Charles Trimarchi, Paul Trotter, 
Jim Tvede, Al Ulman, Gene Urmey, Harrison 
“Van” Vanderslice, Gerald Vasquez, Larry Vibber, 
Lionel Vidrine, John Vidusic, Walter Waddell, 
Philip Wagenschnur, Hugh Waltz, Billy Ward, 
Harold Wardenburg, Wilburn Watts, John Weires, 
Karl Weisenbacher, Duane Weltlich, Cecil West-
wood, H.W. “Bud” Wheless, Rodney White, John 
Wilborn, Bill Wilcoxen, Jerry Wilkening, Marshall 
Williams, Pete Williams, Scott Williams, Verle 
Williams, Clarence Williamson, Jack Wilson, Jesse 
Wilson, Preston Wilson, Robert L. Winkler, An-
drew Winzler, Bill Wisnowski, James Wommack, 
William Wright, Dwight Yetter, James Young, 
Stephen Yunger and Joe Zeren. 
 
All men listed above have their dues paid at least 
through 2001, some much longer.  If you don’t 
find your name on this list, then maybe you have 
forgotten to send in your dues recently.  All dues 
are paid through the calendar year, January 1 
through December 31.  This list is as of  Septem-
ber 29, 2001.  There are currently 424 paid up 
members from a mailing list of 453.  There are 
792 names on the full roster.  (SW) 

(Continued from page 12) ����������	��
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Yeah… Being young is 
beautiful, but being old 
is comfortable. 
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Our   Fallen 
Comrades 

 

Herf Epperson 2/25/01 

George Epright 10/1/01 

Jasper Fudge  5/23/01 

Leonard Hershberger 9/11/01 

Richard Jackson 6/00 

Gerald Moore 5/01 

Al Ostroski 2/16/01 

Robert Pagel 11/26/00 

Donald Truskey 12/30/99 

Antonio R. Yrizarry 8/00/01 
 

May they live on in our memo-

NOT GOOD NEWS…. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Doctor to patient after physical:  “Well, I’m 
sorry to tell you, but you are dying.” 

 

Patient:  “Dying!  Tell me, how long do I 
have?” 

 

Doctor:  “Ten.” 
 

Patient:  “Ten!  Ten what?! Years? Months?  
What?!” 

 

Doctor: “Nine…...  eight…...” 

Washing the Dog….. 
 

A young boy, about seven years old, was at the 
corner grocery picking out a box of laundry deter-
gent.  The grocer walked over and asked the boy if 
he had a lot of laundry to do. 

“No laundry,” the boy said.  “I’m going to wash 
my dog.” 

You shouldn’t use this to wash your dog,” the 
grocer said.  “It’s very powerful and if you wash 
your dog in this, he’ll get sick.  In fact, it might even 
kill him.” 

But the boy was not to be stopped and carried 
the detergent to the counter and paid for it, even as 
the grocer still tried to talk him out of using this de-
tergent to wash his dog. 

About a week later, the boy was back in the 
store to buy some candy.  The grocer asked the boy 
how his dog was doing. 

“Oh, he died,” the boy said. 
The grocer, trying not to be an I-told-you-so, 

said he was sorry the dog died but added, “I tried to 
tell you not to use that detergent on your dog.” 

“I don’t think it was the detergent that killed 
him,” the boy said. 

“Oh?  What was it, then?” the grocer asked. 
“I think it was the spin cycle,” the little boy said. 

CEC/Seabee 
Museum Pledges 

 
Name/Source 

Rex Roark 
Ambrose Johnson 

Member Dues 
 

Contributed This Period 
$270.00 

 
Total Actually Contributed to Date 

$270 
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Pete Elliott and Scott Williams 

John and Geri Petronka 

Pictures from the San Antonio Reunion Banquet 

Rex and Sue Ann Roark Dave & Darla Budworth and Betty & Jim Young 

Dan and Mary Millett 

Clorinda Elliott and Sam Ragusa 
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Minutes 
of the 

General Meeting 
of 

MCB 2 Reunion Association, Inc. 
September 15, 2001 

San Antonio, Texas 
 
The General Meeting was called to order by Commander Elliott at 8:48 a.m. in the Rio Grande Room of the 
Sheraton Four Points Hotel in San Antonio, Texas, with approximately 45 members present. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Cdr. Elliott. 
Cdr. Elliott asked for a moment of silent prayer for those killed on September 11. 
 

· A motion was made and carried in the staff meeting held September 12 to change the name of the chairman 
of MCB 2 Reunion Association from “Commodore” to “Commander” and all support personnel are 
“Staff.” 

 

· A motion was made by John Petronka to retain all members of the Commander’s Staff, seconded by Rex 
Roark.  Motion carried unanimous in favor. 

 

· In recognition of the organizing efforts of Stoney Serrett, Cdr. Elliott recommended that Stoney have a per-
manent ranking as Commander Emeritus.  A motion was made by John Petronka to retain Stoney as Com-
mander Emeritus, seconded by Rex Roark. Motion carried unanimous in favor. 

 

· Cdr. Elliott asked for all members to send a letter to their representatives in Washington, DC, requesting a 
National Seabee Day in March every year to coincide with the Seabee birthday.  Cdr. Elliott will compose 
a letter to be published in the Newsletter that all may copy to send.  All present agreed that a letter writing 
campaign is warranted. 

 

· Cdr. Elliott requested all Seabees to support a Seabee postage stamp, but it is not supported by the Com-
memorative Stamp Committee except on multiples of 25-year anniversaries.  Cdr. Elliott did receive a let-
ter of support from the Committee that a stamp may be issued in 2042 on the 100th anniversary of the es-
tablishment of the Seabees.  It was noted that a high school class tried to get a Seabee stamp a number of 
years ago without success.  Cdr. Elliott noted that a letter writing campaign may have a positive effect and 
he will compose a letter to be published in the Newsletter that all may copy and sent to Washington. 

 

· Capt. Bill Hilderbrand (Ret) asked to present to our members the opportunity to help in the renovation and 
rebuilding of the museum at Port Hueneme.  All major donors who pledge $10,000 over a five year period 
will be acknowledged.  All operating costs at the museum are separate from the construction and rebuild-
ing costs.  It was noted that we currently have about 400 dues-paying members.  If the dues were increased 
$5 per year, that would generate $2,000 per year.  There also would be those that would like to pledge an 
amount above the amount of a dues increase and a form will be made available for this pledge which will 
be published in the Newsletter.  A motion was made by John Petronka to increase our dues $5 with that 
money to be used as a portion of a pledge of $10,000 for the museum at Port Hueneme, seconded by Rex 
Roark and others. It was noted by the Treasurer that a $5 dues increase was recommended by the Com-

(Continued on page 17) 
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mander’s Staff in the Staff meeting to offset our operating costs.  If the dues are increased $5 per year per 
member for the museum, this would not provide additional funds for the MCB 2 treasury.  A vote on the 
question was unanimous in favor.  Some individual pledges were submitted which will be sent to the fund 
administrator with any dues paid at the new rate of $20 per year.  Capt. Hilderbrand noted that the web site 
to access the museum and progress of the fund is at www.seabee.org. 

 
· In the Commander’s Staff meeting it was decided to recommend to the General Membership two sites for 

our next reunion for consideration.  The primary site recommended is Cleveland, Ohio, and the secondary 
site is Washington, D.C.  After some discussion by the membership a motion was made to accept Cleve-
land as the site for the reunion in 2003 by Rex Roark, seconded by John Petronka.  A majority voted in fa-
vor with one or two opposed.  The motion carried.  The date to be determined later but will be after Labor 
Day 2003, possibly the second week of September. 

 

· Cdr. Elliott noted that we have not had the support from Armed Forces Reunions, Inc. (AFRI) that we had 
in Charleston.  With the tragedy that has happened this past week and the cancellation of flights and book-
ings, we will request a refund to MCB 2 of all monies paid to AFRI by those that either could not attend all 
tours/functions or canceled completely through no fault of their own.  MCB 2 will disburse all refunded 
money to the appropriate individuals.  A motion was made by Joe DeFranco to not use AFRI for our next 
reunion, seconded by Charles Hagemann.  The vote was unanimous in favor. 

 

· Scott Williams announced that a memory book will be made available to all present a few weeks following 
our reunion.  A group picture will be made of all men present at the meeting and a separate picture of all 
ladies present at no cost.  Individual/couple pictures will be made at our banquet, again at no cost.  If a 
memory book is desired, they will be available for $20, payable when the picture is made.  The memory 
books will be mailed to each paid address a few weeks following the reunion. 

 

· The Veteran’s Home in Gulfport has many facilities for aging veterans, such as medical, dental and hous-
ing.  Brochures and videos are available in the Hospitality Room. 

 

· Cdr. Elliott expressed his appreciation for all of the help from those on the staff:  Joe DeFranco for help 
with advertising and web sites; Dave Haines for his help with the Ship’s Store; Roy Peak, who arrived to-
day, Saturday, after a long effort, and his help with the selection of the hotel and facilities in San Antonio; 
Mal Pearson for his help with the Ship’s Store, storing the Ship’s Store until our next reunion, and all 
around lots of help; Stoney Serrett for all of his tireless efforts; Ted Speros, even though he could not get 
here; and Scott Williams for all his efforts, especially for the Newsletter and supplying all the items for the 
Ship’s Store.  A motion was made by Charles Hagemann, seconded by John Petronka, that there should be 
no out-of-pocket expenses by the committee for committee phone calls.  These should be reimbursed by 
the treasury.  The vote was unanimous in favor. 

 

· Joe DeFranco noted that MCB 2 Reunion Association has made a serious commitment in support of the 
CEC/Seabee Historical Society Museum renovation project and wants all members to pledge an additional 
amount above the dues increase over the next five years. 

 

· It was announced that the Memorial Service will be held in this same room at 2:00 p.m. 
 

· A motion to adjourn was made at 9:53 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Scott Williams, Secretary 

(Continued from page 16) 
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Above: Scott Williams, Bill Wisnowski and Bill’s wife Shari 
(back to camera) 

Above: Pete Elliott entertaining the 
guests at the banquet. 

Above: Pete Elliott and Scott Williams giving away door prizes 

Stoney and Gladys Serrett 

Luther and Jewel Hall 
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The pictures on this page were sent by Doug Thorp 

Above: MCB 2 Operations Christmas party, 1952 

Left: Well-dressed Operations Personnel (Doug Thorp) 

Left: MCB 2 Operations Christmas party, 1952. 
Lt. Edwards and Lt. Elliott on right. 

Right: Two brilliant engineers building highly 
secret building at undisclosed forward base in 

Korea.  Petty Officer in Charge – Construction 
Crew #2: R.D. Thorp, BUL 2;  Petty Officer in 

Charge – Engineering: H.V. Nelson, SV 2. 
(Yuk, yuk!) 
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