July 25-27, 2003, on the National Mall in
Washington, DC, and all over America, the nation
paused to give thanks to veterans of the Korean
Wwar. Like they had in the World War immediately
prior, Seabees were in the thick of this one, too.

An informal history.
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eabee history didn’t stop between
the Second World War and the
Korean War, but it slowed down
in one quick hurry.

Following the victories in Europe and
Asia, the U.S. Armed Forces rapidly
demobilized. The Seabees were part of
this demobilization, and by June 1946
their number had fallen from peak
strength of more than 250,000 men to
approximately 20,000.

In the continental United States, the
web of training bases and depots
dissolved and all Seabee activity was
concentrated at the Naval Construction
Battalion Center, Port Hueneme, Calif.
[The command was redesignated effective
June 1 as the Naval Facilities
Expeditionary Logistics Center. —Ed. ]

As Seabee ranks continued to thin, the
early post-war years saw only a few
battalions and small construction battalion
detachments scattered to naval bases and
stations abroad. Despite the diminished
strength of the force, Seabee peacetime
activities took on a unique and diversified
character. Besides maintaining advanced
bases built during the war, they were
confronted with many unprecedented
construction assignments.

What could be more unusual than
Seabees building a fleet weather station
on Russian soil? Yet in September 1945,

64

Seabees of the 114th Naval
Construction Battalion, stationed in the
Aleutian Islands, were ordered to
Russia’s Kamchatka Peninsula to
accomplish just such a project.

They perhaps have the distinction of
being the only Americans invited to
do construction work in the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics. Also in
1945 and 1946, six battalions of
Seabees performed a variety of tasks
on mainland China at Shanghai,
Tsingtao, Tangku and other cities.
Primary among their duties was the
construction of harbors and
airfields to be used for the
evacuation of the defeated
Japanese troops and the
importation of supplies for the
war-torn Chinese nation.

China was not the only nation to
receive Seabee assistance after the guns
fell silent. As part of the occupation force,
13 construction battalions and three
special battalions were sent to Japan to
aid US naval forces at Hiroshima,
Kabayana, Yokosuka, Omura, Nagasaki,
Sasebo and Kure.

Out of the post-war rubble, they rebuilt
all types of facilities, including airstrips,
docks, houses, electric and telephone
systems, bridges, roads, recreation areas
and hospitals.
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In mid-1946, Seabees were assigned
the task of constructing facilities on
Bikini Atoll in preparation for the historic
atomic bomb tests there.

That same year, Operation High Jump
brought Seabees to Antarctica for the first /
time. An initial detachment of 173 men i
accompanied Admiral Richard Byrd to 4
Little America to build new facilities and |
unload supplies and equipment.
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