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A Newsletter for Former US Naval

ction Battalion 2 Personnel

and hosttotCBD 1802, CBD 1804, CBMU 1, CBMU 101 and CBMU 577

Myrtle Beach!

Which Hotel Is Best?
Answer Soon!

We are still checking hotels!

We have had a delay in our selection pro
and will continue with the process and hopef
announce the results in the next Newsletter.
just taking a bit longer than expected but
have narrowed it down to a couple hotels anc
are talking to them to get our best accommy
tions. We still have plenty of time, but our plz
are to hold the reunion some time during the
two weeks of September 2009. Hold those d
open and the announcement will be posted if
next Newsletter. Thanks for your patience.
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Make Plans For Myrtle Beach!

s We plan to have another great reunion in Myr
Beach and the hotels we are checking have su

saccommodations.

A large hospitality room that will be able to ha
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| N€ext Newsletter should have all the answers a
1| where, when and what is planned. See you ther

dle our huge ship’s store and all of the door i3
_for the banquet is part of our requirements, p
everyone that likes to come in and swap sea sfof
memories, and recipes.
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50 there should be something for everyone.




Two can live as
cheaply as one,
for half as long.

Need a Membership Roster?

If you have a need for an up-to-date membership
roster, drop me a line with a couple of bucks and
I'll send you one. We currently have 753 names
and addresses of former CBD 1802, CBD 1804,
CBMU 1/101, CBMU 577, and MCB 2 personnel,
so this is a pretty thick directory (23 pages). Glad
to have all aboard! And, if you would like a direc-
tory sorted by ZIP numbers, let me know. You can
see who lives close to you or use it when you
travel. And keep sending those cards and letters
— especially the ones with checks!

Scott Williams

The Commander
and Staff

Our leadership consists of:
Commander

Pete Elliott
Staff:
Joe DeFranco
David Haines
Rich Nelson
Roy Peak, Vice Commander
Malcolm Pearson
John Petronka
Stoney Serrett, Commander Emeritus
Scott Williams, Sec’y/Treas./Publisher

Seabees

May — Augast
Dates to Remember

May 8, 1942

May 8, 1945

June 4, 1942

June 6, 1944

June 15,1944

June 30, 1943

July 4
July 26, 1944
Aug. 6, 1945

Aug. 7,1942

Aug. 9, 1942
Aug. 9, 1945

Aug. 11,1942

Aug. 14,1945

Aug. 20,1942

Battle of the Coral Sea.

V-E Day, Germany surren-
ders.

Battle of Midway.

Seabees land at Normandy as
Naval Combat Demolition
Units.

Seabees land on Saipan

Seabees land with 9th Marine
Division, Solomon Islands.

Independence Day.
Seabees land on Tinian.
Bombing of Hiroshima

1st Marine Division lands on
Guadalcanal

Battle of Savo Island
Bombing of Nagasaki

USNCTC Camp Endicott,
Davisville, RI, commissioned.
Original “Home of the Sea-
bees.”

Japan accepts terms of Pots-
dam Declaration

OIC, 6th NCB, arrives at Gua-
dalcanal, first CEC/Seabee
Officer to enter a combat zone.




answered Richard’s e-mail note
with the following: No invoices ar
sent. That's what the Good Guy L
is for. If your name is not on the li
your dues are due. The first issue
the Newsletter each year comes ...

around February and that's when everyone notices
they are not on the GGL and the dues start coming
in. That makes it easy for me by not having tadsen
400+ dues noticesRoy Conestarted the Good Guy
List before | took over the Newsletter and is very
efficient as long as everyone remembers to chelck it
ing] A lot of good stuff in it. | am sorry to readat ~ Richard wrote back: Thank you. The check is in the
my friend,Robert Schambron is no longer with us. mail [thank youl]...... fromFred Simon: | read the

| served withRobert at Atsugi and Oppama, Japan. latest Newsletter on the Internet and didn’t see my
He was a CE and later retired as a Chigdbert name on the Good Guy List. | think | forgot becaus
was somewhat impetuous in those days, as most df was in the hospital Nov. 6 for my right knee re-
us were at that age. | remember once, there werglacement and again on Dec. 18 for my left knee re-
three of us standing on a train platform in Japa@ o placement. | am totally recovered and walking with
night waiting to board the train whd@pbert's wax-  out a walker, crutches, nor even a cane. It atitwe
paper umbrella fell through the narrow space be-very well. Congratulations on another wonderful
tween the train and the platform. Just as fashert Newsletter [thank you]. Enclosed you will find my
disappeared through the same space, going after hidues [and thanks again]. Sorry | am late but money
cheap umbrella. We yelled for him to come up butis getting REALLY tight as | haven't received a tos
there was no response. We knew the train could pulpf living increase from Verizon in 23 years......
out at any time. Just when we were facing thetseali from Charles Johnson Enclosed is a check for my
that we might never see him alive again, we lookeddues [thanks]. Time sure flies by when one is not
toward the end of the train and saw him jump ontopaying attention. Anything left over you can puinit

the platform from under the train with a big snole  the petty cash fund [thanks for that!]...... frddam

his face and his umbrella in his hand. Our heart{Mary) Ragusa Hope all is going well. Other than
started beating again. | am sorry tlabert was  too high cholesterol, damaged rotator cuffs & dete-
never able to come to one of our reunions. He had &iorating back disks, we are fine [ha! Sounds bie
disabled wife that he cared for...... received a St.the rest of us!] Meds and therapy may solve th fir
Louis door prize certificate fronDon Hender-  two, but poorSam will probably never really re-
son...... from Bob Hoare: Enclosed is a check plus cover from the damage he did when falling off & lad
a little extra to keep me on the Good Guy Liswill der. |tore a lot of muscles throwing rocks froom o

be in Bora Bora in a couple of weeks and I'll check neighbors’ hillside (they were getting rid of them
if the Bobcat Detachment that was noted in the lasend | needed some) down to our river ‘levy.” Ah,
Newsletter left anything to be remembered by...... me! Brain still hasn't reconciled itself to the eld
received a check for dues frohom Hoffman, An-  body! [tell me about it!] | am busy with trail pro
thony Marcella, Dan (Peggy Mills, Clem Gre-  jects, helping collect signatures for our tax atitie
gurek, John Kolasz Herbert Meade, Shorty and also circulating a petition to get my frieRgn,
(Phyllis) Campbell, Larry (Sharon) JessopRalph ~ on the ballot for Mohave County [AZ]. He and
(Mary) Bokern, Ralph (Grace) Evans Pat Phoenix’s sheriffJoe Arpaio are good friends [for

o

FromPat Morris: [After | had senPat the copy for
the previous Newsletter, he replied with the folow

Badgett, Paul (Wandaleg D’Angelo, Bob Elder,
Gerald Seger Richard Baker, Richard (Darlene)
Farbo, Chuck (Helen) McCabe, Fred Simon, and
Joe DeFrancgq & Charles Trimarchi [thanks to all]
...... e-mail fromRichard Coulson: | do not recall

receiving an invoice for the Newsletter this ye[ar.3

those unaware whaoe Arpaio is, | have printed on
page 12 what he has done since being elected to of-
fice]. We want a sheriff likeJoe for our county.
Since Jo€s inmates wear pink underwear, | have
decided our jail-birds should have lavender. | am
preparing a “wife beater” undershirt with black
(Continued on page 4)



(Continued from page 3) Danny you remember back in the F

MCSD (Mohave County Sheriff and, yes, | remember that incid
Department) on it and dying shorts coming back from Mabiu. | couldn
match!...... fronBill Wilcoxen: Sorry carry you all the way back to car
I'm so late with my dues. | guess I and left you in a little stream that
getting old or lazy (or both). Here is a couldn’t get you up and over the bain

check for dues, one US flag and one blue Seabefrom. You were too heavy for me so | left you and
flag, plus some for whatever [thanks]. Hope yourwent back to the tent for the rescue squad, which
weather is good in Georgia. It isn't bad here [OR]. consisted oMoore, Marshall (Ham), andJremey.
Hope to make it to SCI....Al Fritz called me to | wasn’'t much help at that point as it was morentha

check on his dues and told me his wiBgrbara, halfway from Mabiu and | was bushed. | tried to
passed away last December 20. Condolences fro look you up years ago in Tarrytown, but no luck. A
all the MCB 2 family,Al...... [all: if you remember list of tent mates iBob Moore 1st Class P.OMar-

from the last NewsletteDon Pastellwrote asking if ~ shall (Ham), Munson, Paste| Nick Yastk, Bob
Dan Millett was the one he knew and remembered Young (Gung Bung Young)Uremey, Linch, &
The following emails are frordan andDon writing Millett . Mike Linch and Ronnie Munson are
each other. Dan sent them to me and | thought I gone. That's all | know of at this timéob Moore
would share with everyone as this is what this Reun and | kept in touch for a long time. He went torkvo
ion Association is all about. The first email veat  in Naval Intelligence an@Villie Trefefine stayed in
to me byDon Pastel| which | forwarded on t@an California. He was my oiler on a shovel | operated
Millett and published it in the last Newsletter. It is You wrote a little note in my green book about me
reprinted here for continuity]: | found an old Sea and him...... reply fromDon Pastell | was sorry to
Bee reunion booklet a while ago in a barber shojhear abouMike Linch andRonnie Munson Mike
magazine rack, and out of curiosity picked it ug an was a real nice guy and | remember him well, but |
started reading. In a member section | spotted th can’t recallMunson. | made two tours to the P.I.
namesDanny Millett and aPhil Matalucci. Phil and | know you made three. Coultunson have
was a boxer in Subic Bay, so | remembered hicbeen on the third tour? The ones | remember are
name. Now you on the other hand, if you're the Yastk (a great sense of humok)remey (the body
Danny | think you are; we were buddies and tent builder), Young ( the Olongapo lover), and yourself.
mates. ThéDanny | know traveled with me to do a It was a good crew, including Gung Buigung
little research in a thatch covered village ontstil and, by the way, when did he get that name? I$ doe
called Mabiu (spelling???). During the research, fit. How did you get to keep track of the guys? |
somehow was “slipped a Mickey”, and you and an- met two people from the service days, a driver |
other villager (can’t remember “his” name) had to worked with on Camayan Point and an electrician
carry me half way back to our tent city in totatlda  from Cubi. The driver was dohn Cure who lived
ness. | never went back to that village again ahd | in Long Beach and was driving double fuel tankers
never forget that incident. But | remember that yoL for Texaco. The electrician was an L.A. Fireman
and several others continued the research throtagho with the last name oWright. But that was over
our stay in the Bay. To this day | don’t know how forty years ago. | missed the third tour with you
you guys commuted that distance, but | know you guys by putting in for shore duty and having to ex-
thought the research was important, and that som«tend for a year. | had a new-born son that | wénte
one had to do it. Do you remember the name of th to spend some time with. The extension was a big
red headed 1st class PO that introduced you to tF decision but it worked out fine. Were you in thie P
village of Mabiu? | remembered that he had visitec when you were discharged or did you come back
the place in WW2, and that he was a nice quiet guywith the MOB? What did you do after you got dis-
If you're who | think you are, you lost a stripean  charged? It's hard to believe it has been ovey fif
chow hall altercation demonstrating how fast youyears, but time flies when you're having fun......
can empty a food tray on the face of a discourteoureply from Dan Millett: First questions, then an-
mess cook. Anywayanny, let me know if it's  swers. | thinkRonnie Munsonteamed up with us
you...... reply from Dan Millett: Yes, I'm the on our second tour in the Pl. He was shot to death
4 (Continued on page 5)



(Continued from page 4) only a few months to go. What ¢

by a state cop in Arizona. Yee you do at Bainbridge? That wa:s
Nick lived in Philly and went on t big decision too, wasn't it? | g
college. | used to visit him wher shore duty in Newport, RI, and w
was on shore duty in Bainbridg assigned to the Provost Marshe
MD, where | met and married n., office. It was really a racket. The

wife, who was from Baltimore. By the walgrause  officer in charge was a Warrant Officer who was a
(Hose Nose), who was in MCB 2, was our Besteally great guy and was apparently awaiting hss di
Man. He was in Bainbridge als@ene Uremeyis charge. We had nothing to do with the brig, althoug
the guy who was on the pipe line on our first tourit was in the same building. The Warrant Officar,
Remember, he used to come back to the tent all cofArst Class Quartermaster, and | spent most of the
ered with mud. The guy you're thinking of was asummer months fishing in the bay. One day while we
little short guy that used to shave all his hafrlo§  were fishing, the Warrant Officer asked me if | was
legs, chest & arms. | don’'t know how Gung Bunggoing to make the Navy my career. | told him natth
got his name. | think you hung it on him. He used was looking forward to getting out. He said, Wbu
to fall in love with all the girls. He wanted t@git you want to get out now? | kind of laughed andi sai
me when we picked up a couple of hitchhikers onwvould I! Believe it or not, he walked me througte th
our way to Muscle Beach in an old ‘37 Ford that weentire process. He knew everyone and, as a favor to
all bought together that took two gallons of oilgo  him, | was out and discharged in an hour. When |
to L.A. and back. My third tour was short andglik was driving home, | couldn’t believe it was all ove
you, | put in for shore duty. | had to signup fao  If all officers were like him, I might have been
more years. Our second tour was on Camayan Poit@mpted to re-up, and | can’'t even remember his
where you used to operate a truck crane. Where chame. After | got out, | went to a technical sdhioo
you live now, as | have some snapshots of us Mew York City to study tool design. | had been a
would like to send you? Did you get my name outlraftsman prior to entering the service, so | had a
of an MCB 2 Newsletter? I'm surprised you haven'thead start in the field. | was drafting for a canp
been to any of the reunions. We have one every twwehile attending school but, after two years, | dedi
years. After | got discharged, | went to work la¢ t working in an office was not for me. | read thegrey
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in NH as a crane operdiring cops in Los Angeles (my father was a NY cop)
tor and retired from there...... reply frobon Pas- so | bought a used moving van and moved to Califor-
tell: It sounds like you did pretty well for yourself. nia. | joined the Los Angeles Police Department in
You appear to be one of the few that used his aervi 1958, made detective in ten years and retired 20sye
training in civilian life successfully, good for yo later. | have been married 56 years, have two sons
I’'m also glad you met and married a nice womanand a daughter and eight grandkids. Where did all
So,Nick got out and went to college. | wonder whatthe time go? After all the years out here in sunny
he majored in. He was quite a character and aflot California, my wife wants to make one last move
fun to be with. OK, the guy | was thinking of with back to New York. The kids are all grown and she
the all-over Burma Shave, was ‘somethitgyey  would like to spend more time with her old friends.
or Urie, I'm not sure of the spelling. | know he en-We'll see...... reply fromDan Millett: Yeah, | didn’t
tered the Mr. Manila body building competition anddo too bad after | got out. | spent a couple yaars
placed in the top three. He was kind of a strangboot camp at Bainbridge, MD. | was in the motor
guy but would do anything for you. | wonder if the pool for a while driving busses, taking the boais t
photos you have are the same as mine. | haveea nidifferent locations and funeral details. A couple
picture of you and Willie when we were on thetrips to act as an SP to pick up homesick kids who
beach getting ready to go stateside from the islandwent AWOL. The kept me doing heavy equipment
You were smoking some old corn cob pipe. Sounavork, too. They had a 1% yard shovel | used ta-ope
familiar? For the life of me, | can't rememb®ene ate. One time, they had a big snow storm and they
Uremey. He apparently isn’t in our Cubi Point yearhad me plowing snow with a road grader out in the
book, andWillie s picture is not there either. How open and when lke had his big inaugural parade in
come you put in for shore duty? You must have r%auvashington, we took a couple hundred recruits ¢o th
(Continued on page 6)



(Continued from page 5) which could be an old wives’ tale, k
parade. Most of the guys we who knows? | found your name
Seabees. | should have watcl an old MCB 2 Newsletter and, as
the parade but instead, the ot as reunions go, | didn't think the
drivers and | went to a gin m were such things. 1 did sign up i
for a few beers. 1 also spent titie the Newsletter about two weeks a
in the Post Office delivering mail to all the comrmpa but you are the only name | recog-
nies and meeting the mail trains to pick mail ud an nized on the list of members, with the exception of
ship it out. They had an open gangway on one shigPhil Matalucci. Philip is in one of the pictures I'll
until a 20-year 3rd Class Bo’'sun Mate missed thesend. Your address was in the Newsletter and mine
train because he overslept. I'm surprised you on’ will probably be in the next issue. | also didn’t
rememberGene Uremey He’s the only one that know you were hurt in an accident. What was the
had a job on our first trip. He had a short fuseew  reason for your celebrating while driving? Did you
we played cards, knocking the table over and throw-get in any ‘hot water’ over the incident? After ko
ing the cards. We used to get him mad by laughingand, in your case while you were working, there was
at him. You're right, Mr. Manila had a name similar nothing better than an ice cold San Miguel. Bui yo
to Genés. The photos | have, one of you and me know it didn't taste as good stateside. | triecheo
whittling some bamboo in front of our tent, and you about 30 years ago and it tasted like perfume. ,Now
Linch, and me posing as the Three Blind Mice. I'd I'm a Sam Adams or Micro Brewery beer drinker. |
like to see that picture you haveWfllie and me. If  even made beer as a hobby. It was fun and | made a
you look in the year book, there’s a couple of pic- great ale. By the way, who did you meet at the+eu
tures ofYoung on a truck; Young andNick getting ions?...... reply fromDan Millett: Thanks for an-
a beer; and yowlick, Willie, andLinch on a pile of  swering my questions, but | figured it must have
San Miguel beer boxes. You didn't tell me where been an old MCB 2 Newsletter. Now all I'll have to
you are living but | assume it is still California  do is locateYoung and Yastk. | often think of
your wife wants to move back to Tarrytown. How Nick as | used to go to Philadelphia on my weekend
come you have never been to a reunion? We haviberties from Bainbridge. As far as the reunigas
one every two years. Have you ever been back tave had our first one in 1991 in Springfield, MO. A
Port Hueneme? Enough questions. You didn’'t everguy by the name of Stoney Serrett was the organizer
answer my last question about how did you get myHe did a fantastic job too, as you can see by how
name? Was it an MCB 2 Newsletter? | don’t know much it's grown in the last 15 years. What hap-
if you remember, but | got muckered up over there.pened must have been that he didn’'t have complete
| was on a working party witioung driving a 6X6  mailing addresses, just the towns we came from.
and drunk as a monkey. He hit a boulder then a bigMly notice went to the local police station. Yours
hole. | was sitting on a couple of beer cases andnust have gone the same route but for some reason
went airborne and wound up in sick bay with leg andit was never forwarded to you. WhoR#il Mata-
back problems with a baby doctor for the head mediducci? Was he the boxer that lived up in Philadel-
cal officer who couldn’t do anything for me. Jast phia? The accident | was in was a working paoty f
well though as | wound up with a 60% disability a clean up after one of our MCB 2 R&Rs. | didn’t
from the VA...... reply fromDon Pastell Well, let even go to it. | was in the tent minding my own
me answer your questions. 1 live in Hemet, CA, abusiness.Young was the one that was smashed. It
farming community of 75,000 (20,000 when | was no big deal at the time but, toward my discharg
moved here) and growing too fast. Mostly Mexi- date in ‘57, it was acting up on me. Yeah, thas wa
cans. I've lived here 22 years and would like tothe San Miguel that saved me from getting banged
make one more move. This place is boringly per-up worse as the cases broke my fall somewhat. |
fect: always sunshine and no bad weather. I'd likethink the brew Sam Adams is brewed here in Bos-
to see a rain storm again. It's warm in the dagtim ton. | met a lot of guys at the reunions but caiild
and cool at night. Perfect is not good. I'll myilu place most of them. The only ones | could relate t
my address along with a picture of you anillie . were mostly us guys that were in the same tent. Do
I've been told to never put your address on an lem6ai you remember the time up in Ventura whench’s
(Continued on page 7)



(Continued from page 6) their newsletter andVayne volun-

father was treating all of us to drin teered for the job. Congratulatior &7/ &~

at a motel and then bitched ab Wayne! You are doing a great jol A%

how much we drank? And, if mer If you would like a copy of hi

ory serves me right, you got all of newsletter, contact him by email

together and paid him back. Dc nwheple@yahoo.com or call him a.

that sound right?! Oh, yeaWillie 805-343-2399. Wayne also sent a brief history of

stayed in California and | saw him in Maine in 1991 CBD 1804.] NCB 103 on Guam was well-equipped
He was still in the construction trade after tryimg and it was only natural that some Seabees and CEC
hand at making shingles in his hometown. Tell yourofficers would be called to Korea on June 25th,
wife you can’t go back to Tarrytown as nothing will 1950. The actual number is unknown, but 18 men
be the same! [I'll be looking for your name on the from the old 103rd were called early on. We formed
Good Guys List!! [see some of the pictures from under Cdr.Randal at Port Hueneme forming CBD
Dan on page 14]...... frorboug Thorp: | was read- 1804 with 25 Seabees and were sent to K3 - MAG
ing the November copy of the MCB Magazine when 33 in Korea. Some of us went to Okinawa and some
| realized | had slipped into the non-Good Guy to Atsugi, Japan, to join with MCB 2. When some
status. So here is my check for dues [thanks].rySor returned to Guam in 1952, the 103rd was being re-
‘bout that. 2006 and 2007 have been the worst irdesignated, so some were sent to Public Works,
my life as far as physical problems are concernedsome to COMNAYV or NAS...... fromAllen Kim:
Treatment for prostate cancer in 2006, genera¢mott Enclosed is my check for dues plus a bit more
feelings in 2007 and doctors have not solved my[thanks]. Also, some notes that may be of interkst:
problems (whatever they are). Because of this, IAs a civilian Pearl Harbor survivor, | was invited
missed out on 3, read ‘em ‘3’, reunions in 2007.and attended the 66th anniversary of the Japanese
Don’t know whether I'll do any better in 2008. 1 attack on December 7, 1941; 2. Also, | attended,
have to go back to the states (Everett, WA) for alater, the 1st anniversary of the memorial of tf&SU
bunch of tests that | managed to put off for tret la Oklahoma; and 3. Also, | received, finally, the Y5t
four years. Lot of good it did me. Well, enough o Diamond anniversary award and pin from the Boy
the tear-stained submission. | will say, however,Scouts of America. Aloha...... fronfPat Morris:

that it has never been colder here in southern,BajaHere is an excerpt from an Atsugi, Japan, update |
Mexico, as this winter. | could have stayed in Wash found on the internet. MCB 2 is mentioned. |
ington and, except for rain or snow, had the samehought some of our MCB 2 people that served there
weather. The sun finally came out last weekend andnight be interested in reading about what their ef-
even though only 70°F, it sure feels good. Enoughforts have grown into: "At the outbreak of the Ko-
for now. | hope your weather was better than minerean War, June 25, 1950, Atsugi was selected by the
PS: The November Newsletter got here in La Paz théNavy as its major Naval Air Station in the Far East

middle of January...... fronAl Fritz: [enclosed a Naval Mobile Construction Battalion Two Seabees
check for dues, a white Seabee cap and a US flaaarrived in October and found the Station in a com-
Thanks, and on the way.]...... frorMike Ka- plete state of disrepair. Base restoration andldpve

zarian: Sorry to be late again [enclosed a check forment began immediately. Following them was Fleet
dues. Thanks]. | will try to make the ‘09 reunion. Aircraft Service Squadron Eleven who moved to At-
Keep up the great work...... froRuss Granby. sugi to prepare the new Station for operationalirea
Sorry | am late with my dues. Enclosed is a checkness and formal commissioning at the earliest possi
with some left over for whatever [thank you very ble date.” http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/
much]. | really enjoy the magazine. Lots of memo- facility/atsugi.htm [thanks,Patf]...... from Sam
ries. Most of my crew over there has passed on. GodHolsomback As | am just up the road a piece from
bless the rest of us. Praying for rain for you fik&  you, | know you are liking Georgia! [I do but the
for that! We really need it. We have had some re-tornado that ripped downtown Atlanta last night was
cently but not near enough and need lots more.]......unnerving and today they are coming through your
from Wayne Heple [After Lynn Abbott passed area.Rachelsays she is thinking about moving back
away, NCB 103 did not have an editor/publisher f70rto Las Vegas where there is water and no torna-
(Continued on page 8)



(Continued from page 7) through 2008 or beyond [you are good through 2010
does!] Enclosed is my check. | need to stay on thand thanks]...... frondohn Jurkash: I'm late again -
Good Guy List and also would like a membershipsorry! Taxes come first [ha! | won't come get you
roster [on the way, and thanksl!]...... froMike like IRS will! But thanks for keeping us on youstli
Barron: Thanks for the info on the Seabee licens&Ve missed St. Louis and so close to home, too [IN].
plates. | have a frame so all | would like is thhe | We celebrated our 50th Wedding Anniversary around
cense plate. Enclosed please find my check....the same time but, hopefully and God willing, we’ll
from Murlene Keen: | wish | could have better make Myrtle Beach...... fron€onnie Moore Just a
news butGordon W. Keen was killed in a car note to let you know thaill has passed on. Please
wreck when a young boy ran a red light. He was myelete his name from your Seabee magazine list.
husband and it has been hard...... frafarnon  Thank you...... fromBob Hoare [Bob took a trip to
Blakeslee How are you? Hope all is OK [it is but Bora Bora and this is his account of it.] | flewtef
the weather sometimes gets rough]. | need sonoronto, changed at O'Hare to LA for Air Tahiti Nui
Seabee flags as | gave the last ones away to other Tahiti. Total flying time 15 hours and covered
Seabees. | would like 2 light blue and 1 dark blie 7,500 miles. The Tahitian Princess sailed out of Pa
you don’t have this mix, any Seabee flags will o [ peete to the 5 major French Polynesian Islands:
don’t have any more dark blue Seabee flags. Thejuahine, Raiatea, Bora Bora, Moorea, & Tahiti, in-
have been replaced by the light blue. I will seanf cluding New Zealand's Cook island Roatonga. Over
other supplier has the dark blue flags.] My chisck 12 days of cruising we covered 2,000 miles. From-
enclosed and if it isn’t enough, just send me &.not mer's travel directory of French Polynesia writes,
Thanks [plenty enough and thank youl]...... frombuilding Bora Bora's airfield was done by the U. S.
Carol Winkler: My husband, LCdr.Robert L. Marines.” The Tahitian Princess newslet-
Winkler, died on November 9, 2007. Please reter published that the U.S. Navy operation Bobcat
move his name from your mailing list. He alwaysconstructed the airfield. | informed the Princess’
enjoyed the Newsletter [OK, but | will send this is formation director that to be historically accuraite
sue for your record]. | am enclosing a check as was the U. S. Navy's Seabees Bobcat Division that
small donation [thank you very much]...... fragill  engineered building the airfield in May 1942. This
Alwine: Late again! Bill enclosed a check. Thanks] airport is still operating today. Also, the U.SiliM
...... from Richard Muns: Just got the Newsletter tary constructed the first roads, hydro plants, and
and found | was missing from the Good Guy List.medical facilities. While at Bora Bora, we visited
The enclosed check will correct that problem and bne of the four naval artillery emplacements atheac
have enclosed a little extra for a roster [thanks..corner of the island. The artillery was World War
printing the roster right now and it will be in the vintage 7-inch guns. To place them must have been
mail tomorrow]. | read where you were out of hatdifficult because of the steep mountain sides. illl w
[no, not out of hats, just out of the MCB 2-send you some pictures including the guns and g cop
embroidered hats]. Let me know if you reorder as of the Princess's newsletter by regular mail. dswa
would like to get another [got plenty of them, seegreat trip and we really enjoyed ourselves. Lastly,
page 16. What color would you want? They are alanyone thinking of going, everything sent in theas
Seabee caps, just not MCB 2]. My flags are in good 40% markup and that makes things bought in Ha-
shape. Looking forward to Myrtle BeacliRuth is  waii a good deal...... fronRalph Presson Please
doing better and we will be celebrating our 49thsend two 4X6 US flags and two blue Seabee flags [on
Wedding Anniversary on March 31st...... from the way!]...... fromBen Hollar: [Ben had called me
Richard Swallow: Please send four US flags, pay-a few days earlier and we chatted about the Seabees
ment enclosed [thanks]. | think the price was $3ife in general, and drinking good Scotch.] Heseai
each, but if not just send three [yep, still $5reac  check for my belated dues and thanks for keeping me
your hands! What a bargain! We also now haven the mailing list! | sure did enjoy talking wittou
4'X6’ US flags in addition to the 3X5 flags. The re: old times with the Seabees. Regarding the,dues
4X6 flags are $7 each, including shipping]...... fromput me down for a few more years and, if | live be-
Richard Fairbanks: Enclosed is my check for dues. yond that period, I'll gladly send another checld'H
| don’'t know where | am on my dues, but take itThe next time you are out ‘cruising’, have a drofk

8 (Continued on page 9)



(Continued from page 8) it was good to see and talk to them again andte!l
Scotch on meBen sent along a sawbuck—thanks].ries of our old shipmat&.B. Smith. If you ever
Any Seabee who drinks Scotch is okay withknew him you couldn’t forget him. | always lookfo
mel......fromKenn & Connie Gaskell | guess my ward to reading the Newsletter. You do a great job
reminder to pay my dues is not seeing my name dhank youl]...... from Don Jones Enclosed is a
the Good Guy List! [it works pretty well, doesnt?] check for dues and extra as a donation [to the mu-
Better late than never [amen!]. Thanks for a greagseum? OK, that works for me and thanks]...... from
reunion! You,Pete Sam Joe etc., as well as the Bill Sharp: Here is a check for my dues plus extra for
wives, deserve a “Job Well Done!” [thank you fromthe museum and sorry to have skipped a year or two.
all of us]. Hope to see everyone at MyrtleAlso enclosed are some photos [see page 16]......
Beach!...... fromRalph (Pat) Presson How do you from Jack Sims Please send me the khaki Seabee
like my new stationery”Hat used a note pad from a cap with the embroidered Seabee. Enclosed is &chec
business systems company. Good note paper and @aed use the extra for postage or put it in the ggne
all do it!] Thanks a lot for getting these flagsr f fund for the good old Seabees! Give me a call the

us...... fromHarold Saucier. [enclosed a check for next time you are in sunny California...... from
dues, thanks] Thanks for your time and effort...... Richard Coulson Enclosed is my check for two ball
from Ken Chew: Sorry for the delay in sending duescaps [thanks]. | will wear them proudly...... from

[they aren’t late. Nobody knows how their dues arglim Firebaugh: Enclosed please find my check for
until the first Newsletter of the year. That worksdues to keep me on the Good Guys List, plus some
well for me if it does for you.] |didn’'t see myame extra for two CBMU 1 decals [on the way and
on the Good Guy List and concluded that | haven’thanks]. | forgot the price of the decals (seniar-m
paid my dues [and thanks!]...... fro@laude Gar- ment). If this is not enough, let me know and{iisi
cenot | was reading the new Seabee Newsletter anto much, just use it [you are right on]. My miasil
| realized | am no longer on the Good Guy Listteo, back in Kansas again and there is no need to send m
remedy this, | am enclosing a check for dues plus a hard copy of the Newsletter as | am never very fa
bit extra for whatever you see fit [thank you]. |from my computer and it is cheaper than ‘snail rail
would also like to have an up-to-date roster [om thThanks for all your work for the reunion group......
way!]. | am particularly interested in CBMU 1/101. from John Weires Hey! Thanks for sending the hats
| would also prefer getting the Newsletter by maill ordered. Enclosed is my check in payment [thank
rather than on the computer. | have a lot of treublyoul]...... from Ralph Binney: | am shocked and dis-
getting it as the computer and | do not get almw t appointed to see that | no longer am a Good Guy.
well. | really enjoy getting the Newsletter andHope | can buy my way back on the list [yep, thdt d
spending days reading it [great!]. Keep up thedgooit! Thanks]. The extra dough is for postage or what
work...... from Ray Nethercott Here is my check ever. See you in Myrtle Beach...... frdck Todd:
for dues for another year [thanks]. The last Netvsle The photograph in the MCB 2 Reunion Association
ter with all the articles was excellent [thank you] Newsletter of Vol. 6, Issue 8, of July 28, 2007f go
Keep it going...... fromCharles Rebh [enclosed a my attention as | believe that I'm one of the bays
check for dues—thanks] Please change my apartie photo (back row, far right) [thatBick, leaning
ment number [OK - and | put the change in thison the shovel!]. This was my first deployment lte t
Newsletter on page 15]...... fro@herwin Larsen:  Philippines. | left Treasure Island, CA, in 1953tbe
Enclosed is a check for my dues [thanks]...... fromAinsworth troop ship. | was assigned to a survey
Jim DeKeyser. Here is a check for my dues for acrew that was building a road from Cubi Point to
few more years plus extra for whatever [thanks].....Camayan Point. | recognize some of the faces but
from Jack Wilson: Here is my check for my dues don’t remember names. | didn’'t stay long with these
and some extra, so please take my name off the Bgdys as | was later transferred to MCB 2 Operations
Guy List [done! And thanks]. | was at the St. Loui Office under LtJ. K. Elliott. Can you get this infor-
reunion along with my wife and we both had a greaination toLeRoy Weiselbergfor me as | don’t have
time. The rooms were nice along with the fine foodhis address? Thanks...... froRay Sorrentino: |
You guys did a great job on everything [thanks]. Weavould like to get back on the Good Guy List. Iéta
sat withMarge andMal Pearsonat the banquet an% is enough left from this check, | would like a ctaip
(Continued on page 10)



(Continued from page 9) Johnson Enclosed is my check for dues [thanks].
Seabee flags [there is and thanks]...... received &ime sure flies by when one is not paying attention
Door Prize Certificate for one year's dues fromAnything left over you can put in the petty cash
Frank Fibich [thanks]...... fromBert Helms: For-  fund...... fromLloyd Kallsen: Please keep my name
got again! Here’s a check for my dues [thanks]. bn the Good Guy List. | overlooked paying but en-
like reading the Newsletter. Keep up the good worlclosed find my check [thanks]...... fromom
...... from Jim Wommack: [sent a check for the (Nancy) Maere: Time goes faster every year, the
blue SEABEE cap. See page 16. Thanks.] ...... fronolder we get. So here is a check for dues [thaiWs].
Joe Sobczaklt’'s time to get back on the Good Guy had a nice time in St. Louis and looking forward to
List [thanks for the check]...... from'Holly’ the next one. The Newsletter is always great!......
Hollingsworth: | have changed my address againfrom Art Hoskinds: Here is my check for dues
We moved from Mississippi and lived with our [thanks] and | was wondering why | was left off the
daughter until we could find a place of our own. IGood Guys List in the last two Newsletters for &
hope we're settled for a while. | am enclosing d had paid up my dues in Vegas [it's that chea hel
check for dues or whatever you can use it fomgain]. Anyway, | have been sick the last two
[thanks]...... fromBob Hoare: The enclosed money months. | wasn't going to go to the hospital but my
order is payment for the Seabee hats [thanks]....wife said either go or she would call 911. | went
from Richard Coulson: | received the GIANT Sea- the hospital and stayed there 6 days. Home now and
bee patch and enclosed is our check [thanksgtill don’t feel very good...... fronRay Sorrentino:
Thanks for your friendship...... frorBasil Arnold: | received the two flags and | would like to getotw
[Basil called just as we sat down for dinner] Sorry tomore for our home in Vermont. Our plan is to leave
have bothered you while taking some nourishmen€lorida May 7 and | am sure you will have them out
We just had ours on cooking and thought it might béefore then [on the way!]...... frof@rnie Pyle: | just

a good time to catch you. All is reasonably wellforgot. Sorry. Will try to remember next time [no

here. | just want to confirm my flag order and en{roblem. That's why we have the GGL!]...... | have
closed is my check [thanks]...... frol€harles  run out of room, so more in the next Newsletter. SW
Flight to DC

Who to contact

The following happened to me the day | was disolgrigom

b .t d the service in ‘Frisco. | had reservations on TWA
a Ou your ues to Washington D.C. Lucianna and | served togethieabout
— two years and he was discharged the same day | washe
Scott Williams, Sec’y/Treas. ‘Frisco, airport he was making out with a stewasdzsem the
MCB 2 Reunion Association North Star Airline who induced him to fly North $taHe in
) turn induced me to cancel my reservations with TR fly
725 Summer Ridge Dr. with him on North Star. To make a long story shbidrth Star
Villa Rica, GA 30180 was flying a converted C47 known as the DAKOTA. eTh
plane was five hours late in arriving at the ‘Foisirport. As
(770'456'4246) we were milling around North Star’s ticket countere ob-

. - served a lady standing on her suitcase yellingyéRs.. D..
e-mail: williash@aol.com times we took off from Miami, Florida, and five @.. times
make checks payable to: we landed in Miami.,” Apparently, this flight origated in
Scott Williams/MCB 2 New York with numerous stops on its way to ‘Frist&knew

we had a problem when | heard her. We were tothermean-
time that North Star had three planes: one in tigpsone in

DueS are $20/year NY and the other one just arrived at the ‘Frisapait. Never-
theless, we boarded the craft and it took us tHeges to get to
January - December D.C. En route, we had something like 26 stopse @me, we

PP : landed in a cornfield somewhere in lowa and anotinez we
This is what keeps US. going stopped and replaced an engine. We finally arriaddC on a
and enables us to send this Newslet{er. very foggy morning three days after we left. As were land-
Jekk ing, | looked up and saw a bridge that was withfewa feet of

10 my window. | swore never to fly North Star agairucianna
continued on to NY and | don't know if he madéhire or not.
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Harold Agles, William Alwine, Vern Ammentorp,
David Anderson, Basil Arnold, Pat Badgett, Rich-
ard Baker, Mike Barron, Henry Benguerel, Vernon
Blakeslee, John Bloem, William Body, Ralph Bo-
kern, Alexander (Cat) Borys, Robert Bowdler, Don
Bradley, Robert ‘Bud’ Breeding, Philip Brunelle,
Al Bryant, Silas Bucher, David Budworth, Wayne
Bulgerin, Shorty Campbell, Pat Carey, Ed Carlson,
Mike Castlevecchi, Ken Catchpole, Frank Cham-
bers, George Chang, Chuck Chapman, Ken Chew,
Walter Cloonan, Robert Coley, Bob Colquhoun,
Roy Cone, Robert Conroe, Howard Cornwell,
Richard Coulson, Jack Coulter, Fred Cozad, Pat
Cunningham, Arnold Daisy, Joe DeFranco, Jim
DeKeyser, Tony deLeon, Don Dellit, Ted DeVit,
Mary Dick (for all the Good Guys), George
Dorge, Tom Dowd, Howard Doyle, William Du-
ensing, Bob Elder, Pete Elliott, Don Eminhizer,
Doug Emond, Ralph Evans, Richard Farbo, Rich-
ard Fairbanks, Frank Fibich, Jim Firebaugh,
Forrest Foland, Bill Frazier, Al Fritz, William
Ganske, Claude Garcenot, Roger Germundson,
Ron Glasser, Robert Graf, Russ Granby, Clem Gre-
gurek, Gerald Grubb, Gordon Gwathney, Charles
(Pauline) Hagemann, David Haines, Les Hall,
Luther Hall, Alexander Hamilton, Roger Hamilton,
Leonard Hardoin, Arlin Hardwick, Ralph Heitt,
Bert Helms, Don Henderson, Duane Henrichson,
Wayne Heple, Gerald (Althea) Herr, Bob Hoare,
William Hodges, Tom Hoffman, Don Hofstetter,
Ben Hollar, M.P. ‘Holly’ Hollingsworth, Sam
Holsomback, Ray Hooter, Art Hoskinds, Rod
Howard, Ron Howatson, Charles Ingalls, Vic Jac-
cino, Robert Jandreau, Larry Jessop, Ambros

Johnson, Charles Johnson, Don Jones, John Jur-

kash, Robert Kaempfe, Lloyd Kallsen, Charles
Kangas, Mike Kazarian, Duane Keech, Allen C. S.
Kim, Denise King (for her Dad, Don Truskey),
William Knight, John Kolasz, James Krause, Emil
Krygier, Harry Ladley, Ervin Lampe, Ron
Landrum, Sherwin Larsen, Conrad Lawlor, Harold
Lind, Herbert Liverman, Dale Lundstrom, Tom
Maere, Tony Marcella, Bob Markey, Philip Matall

ne
b
F

hul

lucci, Jack Mayo, Riley McDaniel, Ge
McDonagh, Don McLain, Bobby McMillan, He
Meade, Grant Millard, Daniel Millett, Dan Mill
Chuck Minert, Gary Mitchell, Roger Mohs, P
Muma, Richard Muns, Eugene Nelson, Richard
Nelson, Ray Nethercott, Paul Neusetzer, pPon
Nitsche, Joseph O’Brien, Mel Olson, Ernest Owgns,
Billy Partridge, Don Pastell, Roy Peak, Mal Peargon
Ben Pedrotti, John Petronka, Ralph Presson, Cecil
Price, Ernie Pyle, Sam Ragusa, Gary Rawlings,|Rex
Roark, Gene Robinson, Dale Rogers, Thomas [Roy,
John Ruby, C. Edner Rudolph, Harold Saucier, Paul
Schell, Millard Schneider, Jack Schrader, Gerald
Seger, Stoney Serrett, Bill Sharp, Tom Sheehy,|Don
Shoff, William Sigmund, Dick Sim, Fred Siman,
Jack Sims, Art Siple, Glenn Sisco, Joe Sitkowski,
Richard Skillicorn, Joe Sobczak, Ray Sonnen, [Ray
Sorrentino, Ted Speros, Gene Staples, [fom
Stapleton, Clyde Stenholm, Lee Stevens, Larry
Stevenson, George Stewart, Willis Struecker, |Dan
Svendsen, William Taylor, George Terry, Daug
Thorp, Richard Todd, Charles Trimarchi, Wayne
Turley, Jerry Vasquez, Larry Vibber, Lionel Vidrine
Walter Waddell, Phil Wagenschnur, Dick Waltérs,
Harold Wardenburg, John Weires, Rodney Wihite,
John Wilborn, Bill Wilcoxen, Marshall Williams, R.
G. ‘Pete’ Williams, Scott Williams, Fred Wilmarth,
Jack Wilson, Jesse Wilson, Preston Wilson, |Bill
Wisnowski, Jim Wommack, Dwight Yetter,
Stephen Yunger.

Everyone listed here has their dues paid at |east
through 2007, some much longer. If you don't find
your name on this list, then maybe you have
forgotten to send in your dues recently. All da
paid through the calendar year, January 1 through
December 31 (no dues card sent out). This liasjs
of April 23, 2008. There are currently 237 paju u
members from a mailing list of 513. If dues have
never been sent, they do not receive the Newslgtter
There are 753 names on the full member rogter.
(SW)

Georgia Boy

A tourist traveling down a country road|in
the deep south passes a young boy walking
down the road with only one shoe on. The
tourist stops the car and asks the boy, "{You
lose a shoe?" "Nope," the boy replies, "Just
found one."




Joe Arpaio
Sheriff, Maricopa County, Arizona (Phoenix)

Oh, there's MUCH more to know about Sheriff Joe !l

Maricopa County was spending approx. $18 millioHaate a year on stray animals, like cats and d&jseriff
Joe offered to take the department over, and thentydSupervisors said okay. The animal sheltezsnaw
all staffed and operated by prisoners. They feaetlcame for the strays. Every animal in his car@aken out
and walked twice daily. He now has prisoners wieexperts in animal nutrition and behavior. Thexeg
great classes for anyone who'd like to adopt amalni He has literally taken stray dogs off thesty given
them to the care of prisoners, and had them plad®g shows. The best part? His budget for thieeete-
partment is now under $3 million. Teresa and Ipheld a Weimaraner from a Maricopa County shelter tw
years ago. He was neutered, current on all shats,in great health, and even had a microchip tedehe
day we got him. Cost us $78. The prisoners getbénefit of about $0.28 an hour for working, budsin
would work for free, just to be out of their celits the day. Most of his budget is for utilitidsjilding main-
tenance, etc. He pays the prisoners out of treedellected for adopted animals.

| have long wondered when the rest of the countyld take a look at the way he runs the jail systend
copy some of his ideas. He has a huge farm, donat#dte county years ago, where inmates can waorl, a
they grow most of their own fresh vegetables arddifaloing all the work and harvesting by hand. hide a
pretty good sized hog farm, which provides meatl, fantilizer. It fertilizes the Christmas tree nerg, where
prisoners work, and you can buy a living Christrirae for $6 - $8 for the Holidays, and plant ielat We
have six trees in our yard from the prison.

He was reelected last year with 83% of the vote.

Now he's in trouble with the ACLU again. He padhtdl his buses and vehicles with a mural thatdhape-
cial hotline phone number painted on it where yan call and report suspected illegal aliens. Immatigns
and Customs Enforcement wasn't doing enough iryes, so he had 40 deputies trained specificaflgro
forcing immigration laws, started up his hotlinedabought 4 new buses just for hauling folks bacthe bor-
der. He's kind of a "Git-R Dun" kind of Sheriff.

TO THOSE OF YOU NOT FAMILIAR WITH JOE ARPAIO, HE ISHE MARICOPA, ARIZONA,
COUNTY SHERIFF AND HE KEEPS GETTING ELECTED OVER ANOVER. THESE ARE SOME OF
THE REASONS WHY:

Sheriff Joe Arpaio (In Arizona) who created the fiT€ity Jail™:

* He has jail meals down to 40 cents a serving aadgels the inmates for them.

* He stopped smoking and porno magazines in the jails

* Took away their weights.

e Cut off all but "G" movies.

* He started chain gangs so the inmates could donogle on county and city projects.
* Then he started chain gangs for women so he wagdhsued for discrimination.

* He took away cable TV until he found out there wdsderal court order that required cable TV fdsja
so, he hooked up the cable TV again and only l#terDisney channel and the Weather channel.

(Continued on page 13)
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(Continued from page 12)

* When asked why the weather channel he repliedti®pwill know how hot it's gonna be while they are
working on my chain gangs."

* He cut off coffee since it has zero nutritionalual

* When the inmates complained, he told them, "Thi% iEhe Ritz/Carlton...if you don't like it, dowdbme
back."

* He bought Newt Gingrich's lecture series on videetdat he pipes into the jails.

* When asked by a reporter if he had any lecturesdy a Democrat, he replied that a democratiadect
series might explain why a lot of the inmates warRis jails in the first place.

More on the Arizona Sheriff:

With temperatures being even hotter than usuahoeRix (116 degrees just set a new record in 2QB&)As-
sociated Press reports:

e About 2,000 inmates living in a barbed-wire-surrded tent encampment at the Maricopa County jail

have been given permission to strip down to theuegnment-issued pink boxer shorts.

* On Wednesday, hundreds of men wearing boxers vithier eurled up on their bunk beds or chatted & th
tents, which reached 138 degrees inside the wefekebe

* Many were also swathed in wet, pink towels as swelécted on their chests and dripped down torthei

pink socks. "It feels like we are in a furnacggid James Zanzot, an inmate who has lived inethis for
1 year. "It's inhumane."

Joe Arpaio, the tough-guy sheriff who created #re tity and long ago started making his prisomexar pink
and eat bologna sandwiches, is not one bit sympathe

He said Wednesday that he told all of the inmai€s:120 degrees in Irag and our soldiers arenfivin tents
too and they have to wear full battle gear, buy ttiein't commit any crimes so shut your damned msitit
Way to go, Sheriff!

Maybe if all prisons were like this one there wollel a lot less crime and/or repeat offenders. @aisi
should be punished for their crimes - not liveurdry until it's time for their parole, only to gmut and com-
mit another crime so they can get back in to limdaxpayers money and enjoy things taxpayers a#oltd to
have for themselves.

One of our member®.G. ‘Pete Williams, @_ @
called to ask where to send packages to actiye

duty Seabees serving in or around Iraqg. | con-

tactedBill Hilderbrand in Gulfport who put me 06{/2, 7@%&& Wﬂd@d

in touch with the correct party. If you are intgr-
ested in sending a package of goodies to a Sea-

bee, address it to: Gordon Wayne Keen 3/13/05
Command Master Chief William R. Moore 3/5/08
22NCR Main Body Robert L. Winkler 11/9/07
FPO AA 34099-3401
Thanks to all for the packages that will be sent, Wﬁ? Zkﬂy live on in our memorics

and thanks t®&ete Williams for getting it all

started. Jl
13 |£
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Pictures on this page from Dan Millett

Nick Yastk and Dan Millett - Subic Bay - 1952
Coming back from swimming hole
Don Pastell and Dan Millett
- Subic Bay - 1952/53

Don Pastell and Dan Millett - Subic Bay -
1952/53
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MAKE A NOTE!

ADDRESS CORRECTION

Gerald D. Grubb

6920 Motor Inn Dr.
Huntingdon, PA 16652-1128
(814) 643-1224

CBMU 1/101

M. P. “Holly” Hollingsworth
3908 Greenwood Dr.
Pearland, TX 77584-9220
(281) 692-1191

MCB 2

Charles Rebb

2130 Kaneka St., Unit 413
Lihue, HI 96766-8008
(808) 836-8859

MCB 2

Stoney Serrett

23067 Zeb Chaney Rd.
Zachary, LA 70791-6402
225-667-8730

MCB 2

Dennis Surratt

4050 Farm Rd. 1001

Mount Pleasant, TX 75455-0818
(903) 524-2068

MCB 2
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Bull Medicine

A rancher needs a bull to service his cows but ai¢ethor-
row the money from the bank. A banker lends theéar
the money, and stops by the following week to sae his
investment is doing. The farmer complains thattthk
just eats grass and won't even look at the cows bEmker
suggests that a veterinarian have a look at the bul

The next week the banker returns to see if thénelgted.
The farmer looks very pleased: "The bull has sexviall
my cows, broke through the fence, and has sendtiedy
neighbor's cows."

"Wow," says the banker, "what did the vet do td thal?"
"Just gave him some pills,"” replied the farmer.
"What kind of pills?" asked the banker.

"I don't know," says the farmer, "but they taste sblike
peppermint.”

No Problem, Sir.

FromThe National Observedune 27, 1966

Da Nang, South Viet Nam
Not long ago, some grimy, shirtless Sealjees
here were carving a road through dense jungle
growth near the crest of Monkey Mountain, a
sheer, 2,000-foot peak named for the outsized
baboons who prowl its flanks, along with Vet
Cong probers. It was 130° Fahrenheit in the pak-
ing sun, and perspiration was streaming from the
Seabees’ salt-caked backs. Their weapong, as
always, were close at hand. A crudely lettered
sign propped beside a rock crusher read: “Your
tax dollars at work. This road built by the Sea-
bees for the convenience and comfort of [the
United States Marines.”

Suddenly, a shiny clean Huey helicopter
swooped down in their midst in a swirl of hot
dust. Out stepped Lt. Gen. Victor H. Krulak,
commander of the Fleet Marine Force, Padfic,
who had come to inspect the Hawk antiairdraft
batteries on the mountain and to check on| the
road’s progress.

After a quick briefing, the general singled
a young Seabee on the edge of the group
asked with a straight face: “How do you
these Seabees from the baboons?”

“No problem, sir,” the Seabee shot bg
“The Seabees are smoking cigars.”

The general looked around him and, 9
enough, every Seabee in sight was smoking
gar. The general smiled, climbed into his H
and was gone.

Dut
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ure

a Ci-
ey
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Old Seabee Song

The admiral just dropped around
to chat the other night.

~N

Said he, “Now boys, you're here to wor
but you've been trained to fight.

So, if there’s any trouble, don’t stop
to put on your jeans . . .

Just drop your tools and grab your gun
— and protect those poor Marines!”




Ball caps! We have ball caps! L-R: Navy blue wgthid hat band & embroidered Seabee; khaki cap with
royal blue bill and Seabee patch; white cap withing flag bill & embroidered Seabee; khaki cap wiblyal
blue bill and embroidered Seabee; navy blue calp entbroidered Seabee, We Build, We Fight beneath
SEABEES on front. Order yours now at $10 eachuiiclg postage. Contact Scott Williams.

From Bill Sharp:
Top left: Sangley Point housing
construction, MCB 2 detachment,
April 1954.

Above: Carrier pier under construc-
tion, Subic Bay, December 1954.

Left: Bill Sharp and the Jeep he
used while on Security, 1953. Tent
#46 on right.



I'm Fine - How are you?
There's nothing the matter with me,
I'm just as healthy as can be.

I have arthritis in both knees
And when I talk, I talk with a wheeze.
My pulse is weak, my blood is thin,

But I'm awfully well for the shape I'm in.

All my teeth have had to come out
And my diet I hate to think about.
I'm overweight and I can't get thin,
But I'm awfully well for the shape I'm in.

And arch supports I need for my feet
Or I wouldn't be able to go out in the street.
Sleep is denied me night after night,
But every morning I find I'm all right.
My memory's failing, my head's in a spin,
But I'm awfully well for the shape I'm in.

Old age is golden I've heard it said.

But sometimes I wonder, as I go to bed.
With my ears in a drawer, my teeth in a cup,
And my glasses on a shelf, until I get up.
And when sleep dims my eyes, I say to myself,
Is there anything else I should lay on the shelf?

The reason I know my youth has been spent,
Is my get-up-and-go has got-up-and-went!
But really, I don't mind, when I think with a grin,
Of all the places my get-up has been.

I get up each morning and dust off my wits,
Pick up the paper and read the obits.
If my name is missing, I'm therefore not dead,
So I eat a good breakfast and jump back into bed.

The moral of this, as the tale unfolds,
Is that for you and me, who are growing old,
It is better to say "I'm fine" with a grin,
Than to let people know the shape we are in.

I'M FINE!! HOW ARE YOU?
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Thanks to John Wilborn for submitting this:

LOVE OF COUNTRY

from "The Lay of the Last Minstrel"
SIR WALTER SCOTT

Breathes there the man, with soul so dead,
Who never to himself hath said,

This is my own, my native land!

Whose heart hath ne'er within him burn'd,
As home his footsteps he hath turn'd,
From wandering on a foreign strand!

If such there breathe, go, mark him well;
For him no Minstrel raptures swell;

High though his titles, proud his name,
Boundless his wealth as wish can claim;
Despite those titles, power, and pelf,

The wretch, concentred all in self,

Living, shall forfeit fair renown,

And, doubly dying, shall go down

To the vile dust, from whence he sprung,
Unwept, unhonor'd, and unsung.

I'm From The Government...

A Department of Water representative stopped pt a
ranch and talked with an old rancher. He told the
rancher, "I'm here to inspect your ranch for youf
water allocation.” The old rancher said, "Okay, but
don't go in that field over there."

The Water representative said, "Mister, | have the
authority of the Federal Government with me. See
this card? The card means | am allowed to go
WHEREVER | WISH on any agricultural land. No
guestions asked. Have | made myself clear? Dd
you understand?"

The old rancher nodded politely and went about his
chores. Later, the old rancher heard loud screams

and saw the Water Rep running for the fence....
and close behind was the rancher's bull. The byll
was gaining on the Water Rep with every step. [The
Rep was clearly terrified...... so the old randher
mediately threw down his tools, ran to the fenceg
and shouted out.....

"Your card!! Your card!! Show him your card!!"




Capt. Glenn Rojohn, AAF, 100th Bombardment Group

Piggyback Hero
by Ralph Kenney Bennett

Tomorrow, August 14, 2003, they will lay the remgof Glenn Rojohn to rest in the Peace Lutherana@emin the
little town of Greenock, Pa., just southeast ofsBitrgh. He was 81, and had been in the air comility and plumbing
business in nearby McKeesport. If you had seendmirthe street he would probably have looked toli@iso many
other graying, bespectacled old World War |l veterashose names appear so often now on obituanspage

But like so many of them, though he seldom talkeol& it, he could have told you one hell of a stéfg won the Air
Medal, the Distinguished Flying Cross and the RuHart all in one fell swoop in the skies overr@amy on Decem-
ber 31, 1944. Fell swoop indeed!

Capt. Glenn Rojohn, of the 8th Air Force’s 100thm@pGroup was flying his B-17G Flying Fortress bombe a raid
over Hamburg. His formation had braved heavy ftakiop their bombs, then turned 180 degrees to beadver the
North Sea. They had finally turned northwest, leeblolack to England, when they were jumped by Geffighters at
22,000 feet. The Messerschmitt Me-109’s pressadaliack so closely that Capt. Rojohn could sesféices of the
German pilots. He and other pilots fought to remiaiformation so they could use each other’s gordefend the
group. Rojohn saw a B-17 ahead of him burst irdméls and slide sickeningly toward the earth. Hegdrhis ship for-
ward to fill in the gap. He felt a huge impacteTlig bomber shuddered, felt suddenly very headytemgan losing alti-
tude. Rojohn grasped almost immediately that hecoédled with another plane. A B-17 below him,gbédd by Lt. Wil-
liam G. McNab, had slammed the top of its fuselage the bottom of Rojohn’s. The top turret gurMdNab’s plane
was now locked in the belly of Rojohn’s plane almel ball turret in the belly of Rojohn’s had smastiedugh the top of
McNab’s. The two bombers were almost perfectlyradid) -- the tail of the lower plane was slightlytite left of Ro-
john’s tailpiece. They were stuck together, aseavanan later recalled, ‘like mating dragon flies.’

Three of the engines on the bottom plane wererstithing, as were all four of Rojohn’s. The fouetigine on the lower
bomber was on fire and the flames were spreaditigetoest of the aircraft. The two were losingtatte quickly. Ro-
john tried several times to gun his engines andlfiee of the other plane. The two were inextiigédicked together.
Fearing a fire, Rojohn cut his engines and rand#ieut bell. For his crew to have any chanceavbphuting, he had
to keep the plane under control somehow.

The ball turret, hanging below the belly of the B-tvas considered by many to be a death trap wtst station on
the bomber. In this case, both ball turrets figured swift and terrible drama of life and deattafSSgt. Edward L.
Woodall, Jr., in the ball turret of the lower bomibad felt the impact of the collision above hindaaw shards of metal
drop past him. Worse, he realized both electrindl lydraulic power was gone.

Remembering escape drills, he grabbed the han#,aglrased the clutch and cranked the turretamglins until they
were straight down, then turned and climbed oubtek of the turret up into the fuselage. Oncalaghe plane’s belly
Woodall saw a chilling sight, the ball turret oétbther bomber protruding through the top of treefage. In that turret,
hopelessly trapped, was Staff Sgt. Joseph Russer@erew members of Rojohn’s plane tried franityc® crank
Russo’s turret around so he could escape, but, ghinto the fuselage of the lower plane, it woudd Imudge. Perhaps
unaware that his voice was going out over the @at@rof his plane, Sgt. Russo began reciting hi$ Mary’s.

Up in the cockpit, Capt.. Rojohn and his co-pititd Lt. William G. Leek, Jr., had propped theirtfagainst the instru-
ment panel so they could pull back on their costrath all their strength, trying to prevent thpiane from going into a
spinning dive that would prevent the crew from jumgpout. Capt. Rojohn motioned left and the two aged to wheel
the huge, collision-born hybrid of a plane backaodvthe German coast. Leek felt like he was intrgain Sgt. Russo
as his prayers crackled over the radio, so he gholiehis flying helmet with its earphones.

Rojohn, immediately grasping that the crew coultlexat from the bottom of his plane, ordered his tarret gunner
and his radio operator, Tech Sgts. Orville Elkid &uward G. Neuhaus to make their way to the batheofuselage
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and out the waist door on the left behind the wiFtgen he got his navigator, 2nd Lt. Robert Washingand his bom-
bardier, Sgt. James Shirley to follow them. As Rojand Leek somehow held the plane steady, theserfen, as well
as waist gunner, Sgt. Roy Little, and tail guni&aff Sgt. Francis Chase, were able to bail out.

Now the plane locked below them was aflame. Fitg@od over Rojohn’s left wing. He could feel the thieam the
plane below and hear the sound of 50-caliber maghin ammunition ‘cooking off’ in the flames. CaRbjohn ordered
Lieut. Leek to bail out. Leek knew that without hivalping keep the controls back, the plane woubghdin a flaming
spiral and the centrifugal force would prevent Rojérom bailing. He refused the order.

Meanwhile, German soldiers and civilians on theugbthat afternoon looked up in wonder. Some eifrtthought
they were seeing a new Allied secret weapon fange eight-engined double bomber. But anti-aiterafiners on the
North Sea coastal island of Wangerooge had seerotligon. A German battery captain wrote in luglbook at 12:47
p.m.: ‘Two fortresses collided in a formation iretNE. The planes flew hooked together and flew 28sisouth. The
two planes were unable to fight anymore. The ccasiid be awaited so | stopped the firing at theseglanes.’

Suspended in his parachute in the cold DecembeiBsdy Washington watched with deadly fascinatiothasmated
bombers, trailing black smoke, fell to earth alibuée miles away, their downward trip ending irugty boiling blos-
som of fire.

In the cockpit, Rojohn and Leek held grimly to tdantrols trying to ride a falling rock. Leek tengeécalled, ‘The
ground came up faster and faster. Praying was atloW/e gave it one last effort and slammed intayioeind.” The
McNab plane on the bottom exploded, vaulting theepB-17 upward and forward. It slammed back togfeeind, slid-
ing along until its left wing slammed through a wlea building and the smoldering mess came to a Rojhn and
Leek were still seated in their cockpit. The nokthe plane was relatively intact but everythingnfrthe B-17's mas-
sive wings on back was destroyed. They looked &t ether incredulously. Neither was badly injured.

Movies have nothing on reality. Still perhaps gk Leek crawled out through a huge hole behiredctickpit, felt for
the familiar pack in his uniform pocket and pultagt a cigarette. He placed it in his mouth and alasut to light it.
Then he noticed a young German soldier pointinfeaat him. The soldier looked scared and annoytigrabbed the
cigarette out of Leak’s mouth and pointed dowrh®dasoline pouring out over the wing from a rugduiuel tank.

Two of the six men who parachuted from Rojohn’sipldid not survive the jump. But the other four ,aamdazingly,
four men from the other bomber, including ball @unner Woodall, survived. All were taken prisorg&everal of
them were interrogated at length by the Germaristhely were satisfied that what had crashed wasmew American
secret weapon.

Rojohn, typically, didn't talk much about his Disgiuished Flying Cross. Of Leek, he said, ‘in ailirfass to my co-
pilot, he's the reason I'm alive today.’

Like so many veterans, Rojohn got unsentimentallyklio life after the war, marrying and raisingoa sind daughter.
For many years though, he tried to link back ughwitek, going through government records to triydok him down.

It took him 40 years, and in 1986 he found the neindf Leeks’ mother in Washington State. Yes,dwer Bill was vis-
iting from California. Would Rojohn like to speaktivhim? Some things are better left unsaid. Omeicegine that
first conversation between the two men who hadeshtrat wild ride in the cockpit of a B-17. A ydater, the two were
re-united at a reunion of the 100th Bomb Groupadnd.Beach, Calif. Bill Leek died the following yea

Glenn Rojohn was the last survivor of the remankagjgyback flight. He was like thousands upon Hamals of men:
soda jerks and lumberjacks, teachers and dergigtdents and lawyers and service station attendantstore clerks
and farm boys who in the prime of their lives wenwar.

He died last Saturday after a long siege of sicknBat he apparently faced that final battle wite same grim aplomb
he displayed that remarkable day over Germanyrsp ago. Let us be thankful for such men.
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