
A note from the director...
Greetings parents and members of the MPMS Band Program!
To our returning parents and students, ‘Welcome back!’ and to our new members, 
‘Welcome to the Martha Puckett Band Family!’ We are very excited about the 
upcoming year!
Band is a wonderful opportunity for the middle school student. Studies have 
shown that students belonging to a musical ensemble achieve higher test scores 
and more advanced emotional development. More than that, band is the beginning 
of a lifetime as a musician. Long after the days in the classroom are over, 
memories and skills from band will be a part of your everyday life. The rewards of 
discipline, practicing, and working together to achieve a common goal cannot be 
replaced. 
This handbook is written to inform both student and parent of the policies, 
procedures, and goals of the band program at MPMS. Please take time to read and 
discuss this handbook with your family. After reading, please fill out the 
information form on the back and return it to me by the date listed on the form. 
This is worth a written assignment grade for your student. 
Please feel free to contact me at any time if you have any questions about this 
handbook, or anything else in the band program. You can call me personally at 
(229) 848-0681 or email me at vthornton@wayne.k12.ga.us. I am eager to get to 
know each of you and to work together with you to continue to build upon a 
tradition of excellence that makes Martha Puckett and Wayne County one of the 
finest public school systems for music in the state!

Sincerely,
Vann C Thornton
Director of Bands

MPMS Band 
Vann Thornton, Director of Bands 

475 Durrence Rd 
Jesup, GA 31545 
(229) 848-0681 

vthornton@wayne.k12.ga.us

mailto:vthornton@wayne.k12.ga.us


 MARTHA PUCKETT MIDDLE SCHOOL BAND 
Director of Bands: Vann Thornton 

BAND MEDICAL/TRAVEL CONSENT FORM 
Please fill this form out in its entirety and return to the Band Director. This form is 
to be completed annually by each band member who participates in the Martha 
Puckett Band Program. It is kept on file and brought to all band activities by the 
MPMS Band. It is the Parent/Guardian’s responsibility to notify the MPMS Band 
Director of any changes in the information provided. Students will not be allowed to 
travel with the band if this form is not completed. 

Student’s 
Name:__________________________________________________________ 

Birthday: ________________________ Age: _________ Grade: 
____________________ 

Parent/Guardian’s Name: 
__________________________________________________ 

Parent’s Cell Phone: ____________________ Home Phone: 
_______________________ 

Parent Email Address: 
_____________________________________________________ 

Student’s Cell Phone:___________________ 

Home Address: 
___________________________________________________________ 

City:__________________________ State:____________________  

Zip:_____________ 

Insurance Information: 

Name on Policy: 
__________________________________________________________ 

Name of Company: 
________________________________________________________ 



Policy Number: 
___________________________________________________________ 

Dates of Coverage if Applicable: 
_____________________________________________ 

Allergies/Health Concerns: 
__________________________________________________ 

Current Medicines/Prescriptions taking: 
_______________________________________ 

Authorization and Consent:  
 I, the Parent/Guardian of the student indicated above, do by my 
signature contained herein grant full permission for him/her to participate in 
Band for the Wayne County Public School System. 
 I understand that it is my responsibility to provide insurance for my child 
by a personal policy. I certify that I am financially responsible for all charges 
incurred by my child for the treatment of any injury received while 
participating in the band program of the Wayne County Public School System. 
 I authorize the approved medical personnel designated by the officials of 
the Wayne County Band Department to administer any emergency treatment as 
is deemed necessary for injuries or illness that my child may incur while 
participating in an approved event of the Wayne County Public School System. I 
certify that no guarantee or assurance has been made a to the results that may 
be obtained from the treatment.  
*Georgia’s medical consent law as passed by the Georgia General Assembly 
requires the parent or guardian’s consent for medical or surgical treatment of a 
minor.  

I give my permission for the student indicated above to participate in organized 
band events. I will not hold the Wayne County Public School System, the band 
staff, the band medical evaluation group, or the band department responsible 
should injury occur.  

Parent Signature: ____________________________________  
Date: ________________ 

~ Please complete this form and return no later than Friday, August 
11, 2017 ~ 



Martha Puckett Middle School Band Handbook

PURPOSE
The middle school band programs in Wayne County seek to offer each student who is interested 
and eager to learn, an enjoyable experience centered on individualized musicianship and 
ensemble performance. A working understanding of basic tone production, rhythmic 
comprehension, fingerings, music vocabulary, dynamics, articulations, scales and key signatures, 
and rehearsal and performance of middle school literature reflect the MPMS Band goals of 
achievement.  

EXPECTATIONS
Members of the MPMS band are expected to do more than simply play their instruments well. 
The following are required of ALL members who participate in the program. 

• BE RESPECTFUL: There is NO TALKING OR PLAYING when an adult is instructing 
whether it is on or off the podium. We want our rehearsals to be as efficient as possible in 
order to produce our best product. 

• BE RESPONSIBLE: Keep up with ALL of your equipment (instrument, folder, 
mouthpiece, reeds, pencil, etc.). Students must bring a pencil, all equipment, and music to 
every rehearsal! Also take care of your equipment. Keep your cases neat and organized. 

• BE TEACHABLE: Come to class with a positive attitude and a focused mind!
• BE POSITIVE: Make sure all comments to the director or peers are respectful and 

reflect only positivity. 
• BE PREPARED: Be on time for all classes, rehearsals, and performances. Class begins 

when the timer goes off and the director steps on the podium. You are late if you are not 
in your seat with your instrument assembled and music prepared! Students who are not 
prepared risk falling behind and adversely affect not only themselves but the members of 
their section and class who are relying on them to play their part. 

• BE ACCOUNTABLE: Band is a performance class. There are very few “free” days. 
Bring your instrument to class and expect to play your instrument every day.  PRACTICE 
MAKES PROGRESS! Take your instrument home and practice! Our band is a team 
effort and everyone should do their part to become a better musician and team player. 

• No food or drinks allowed except for bottled water. This includes GUM! Gum is a 
choking hazard and can cause significant damage to instruments and facilities. 

• Keep your hands to yourself. You may play your own instrument but no one else’s. If you 
damage someone else’s instrument, you will be responsible for any repair costs. 

These rules are in addition to any district or school rules.

CONSEQUENCES
1st Offense- Warning
2nd Offense- Student/Teacher Conference 
3rd Offense- Loss of Privilege (Pickle Day, Friday Recess, etc.)
4th Offense- Parent Contact
5th Offense- Office Referral 

An administrator will immediately handle any extreme display of disrespect or misbehavior. 



Consistent inappropriate behavior in class may result in not being permitted to perform 
on upcoming concerts or attend trips. In this case, an alternate assignment will be 
assigned.  In some cases, students who consistently fail to uphold the band’s values and 
goals will receive a behavior contract, and will be considered for withdrawal from the 
band program on an individual basis. Students will not be allowed to participate in any 
band trips if they receive 5 or more offenses for the entire year.

GRADING PROCEDURES
20% (Daily Grade/Class Participation)- Band is a team effort. Being a part of band means 
being on time and having all necessary equipment. A student not prepared for class by not having 
an instrument or proper equipment cannot participate in band. A student unprepared will receive a 
written assignment of the director’s choice. If the student completes the written assignment, they 
will receive half of that day’s possible participation points. The band does not have instruments 
that students can borrow from lack of preparedness. 
Breakdown of daily participation- 
(20 possible points for each day x 5 days = 100 possible points for the week)

No instrument: -20 points
No instrument + completed written assignment: -10 points
Instrument + participation: +20 points
No pencil: -5 points
Chewing gum: -5 points
Tardy: -5 points
No music/notebook: -15 points
No reed or mouthpiece: -5 points

40% Performance Grade- Concerts - Band is a performance-based class. Each student is 
required to be at rehearsals and performances. Please see the attached calendar and 
explanation below.

Each student is expected to attend, be on time, and be prepared for all performances/rehearsals. 
Each student will receive a test grade for every concert that he/she is required to attend. 
Rehearsals will count as a performance grade. If a student misses a concert with a prior excuse, 
they will be asked to make up the time after school or given an alternate assignment of the 
director’s choice in place of the concert (it must equal about 2 hours). The student will receive a 
zero for that performance grade until the assignment is made up. 

A valid excuse for missing a performance includes events that are unforeseen such as a death in 
the family, illness, etc. Other events will be excused or unexcused at the director’s discretion.
 It is the student’s responsibility to see the director about making up for a missed 
performance.
If the performance is Pre-LGPE, the student will not be allowed to perform at LGPE, as the 
pre-evaluation is imperative and part of the LGPE process.

20% Music tests- In order to ensure the success of your child’s future musicianship, Music 
Theory is taught in our classes.

20% (Individual Performance assignments)- There will be written assignments in band from 
time to time. These will be graded on effort and accuracy. 



Poor performance may result in withdrawal from band to receive remediation for classes the 
student may be struggling with. 

CLASSROOM PROCEDURES
1. Come in quickly and quietly.
2. Grab your instrument case and music from the storage room.  Larger instruments should 

store their cases along the band room walls. 
3. Warm up quietly.
4. When the director stands on the podium all talking stops. This marks the start of the 

rehearsal.
5. After rehearsal, wait until you are dismissed from your chair. When you are dismissed, 

disassemble your instrument and return it to the instrument storage room. 
6. Line up at the door immediately and quietly. Wait until you are dismissed from the band 

room before leaving. 
7. Students may come to band room before school for individual help with prior approval.
8. You may not bring your non-band friends to the band room ever! There is a lot of 

expensive equipment and it is our job to protect it. 

OUR BANDS
6th Grade Band- In 6th grade, students are taught the fundamentals of playing their instruments. 
Proper hand position, breathing, note reading, and instrumental maintenance are some of the 
major concepts covered. The 6th grade band will perform at the winter, pre-LGPE, and spring 
concerts. Additional performances may be added with advanced notice. 

7th Grade Intermediate Band- The 7th Grade Band works on advancing knowledge of their 
instrument as well as music in general. Great attention will be given to reinforcing good playing 
habits and quality sound. The 7th grade will perform at the winter and spring concerts. 7th 
graders will also have their first opportunity to perform at Large Group Performance Evaluation 
(LGPE), which is held in the spring. Additional performances may be added with advanced 
notice.  Some 7th grade students may be selected to “extend” their instruction by performing with 
the 8th Grade Advanced Band.

8th Grade Advanced Band- By the time a student reaches 8th grade, they have already had 2 
years of instruction on their instrument, and they are ready to perform music at a more advanced 
level. The 8th grade band is the top-performing group at MPMS. The 8th grade will perform at 
the winter and spring concerts, as well as Large Group Performance Evaluation (LGPE) in the 
spring. Additional performances may be added with advanced notice. 

** Please be aware that there may be additional after school rehearsals or performances 
scheduled throughout the year to prepare for performances. These dates will be given at 

least two weeks in advance. **



REQUIRED MATERIALS

• Essential Elements Book 1
• 3-ring binder/notebook for music and handouts with page protectors
• Pencil
• Percussion only- stick bag with required mallets and drum sticks

UNIFORMS
The band performs as one, therefore it is important that our appearance is uniform. T-shirts will 
be available for purchase through your child’s school. A letter will be sent home with information 
after the start of the year for purchasing T-shirts.  The following is the required concert attire for 
each ensemble:

Black Dresses and shoes for girls (need to be calf-length or longer!
Black pants, White shirt, tie, black shoes and socks for boys.

INSTRUMENT/ACCESSORIES
It is the goal of the band program to help all students achieve success in music. The instruments 
chosen are chosen on the basis of reliability and are instruments that are designed to make it 
easier for the student to learn. There are many different brands of instruments. The ones 
recommended are not the only instruments that will work...however, these instruments tend to be 
more reliable. Remember, an instrument is like a finely tuned machine. It does not take much to 
cause it not to operate properly. 

MPMS band will provide certain instruments because of financial reasons. These instruments 
are checked out from the school through written contract. These instruments are offered at 
no cost to the student, but students and parents are responsible for care and maintenance of 
the instrument while it is in their possession. Please understand that you may be responsible 
for repair of a school-owned instrument, especially if the damage goes beyond normal wear 
and tear.  Instruments below that are available at the school are marked with an *. Instruments 
will not be distributed until a school instrument check out form is returned to the band 
director! Please note that an individual may purchase or rent these instruments instead of having 
them school furnished. 

Recommended brands and required materials for each instrument:

Instrument Recommended Brands Required Materials Other Information

Flute Gemeindhart
Yamaha

Armstrong

Swab
Cleaning rod

Polishing cloth

Open hole flutes are 
preferred especially in 

older kids

Oboe* Fox
Selmer
Yamaha

Reeds
Silk swab

Cork grease

Handmade reeds are 
preferred and are better 

quality



Reeds should always be in working condition and should never be left on the mouthpiece after 
playing! This can cause warping of the reed as well as mold. Always return the reed to its case 

Bassoon* Fox Reeds
Bocal brush/swab

Cork grease

Handmade reeds are 
preferred and are better 

quality

Clarinet Buffet
Selmer
Leblanc
Yamaha

Reeds
Swab 

Cork grease
Ligature

Vandoren or Rico 
Reserve are preferred 

brands for clarinet 
reeds

Saxophone Selmer
Yamaha

Reeds
Swab 

Cork grease

Vandoren or Rico 
Royal are preferred 

brands for saxophone 
reeds

Trumpet Holton
Selmer/Bach

Yamaha

Bach 5C mouthpiece
Slide grease

Valve oil
Mouthpiece brush 

French Horn* Yamaha 
Holton
Bach
Conn

Schilke 30 or Bach 7S 
mouthpiece

Rotary valve oil
Slide grease

Double horns are 
preferred over single 

horns

Trombone Bach
Conn 

Yamaha

6.5 AL mouthpiece
Slide cream

Spray water bottle
Slide grease

Cleaning brushes

Euphonium* Yamaha 
Bach

6.5 AL mouthpiece
Valve oil

Tuning slide grease
Cleaning brushes

Tuba* Bach 
Yamaha

Bach 7, 18, or 24 AW 
mouthpiece OR

Hallaburg mouthpiece
Valve oil

Tuning slide grease

Percussion Ludwig
Vic Firth

Practice drum pad
Vic Firth SD 1 sticks

Stick bag
Acrylic mallets
Timpani mallets

Drum and Bell kit for 
home practice



after playing. Reeds can be purchased through Portman’s, All Season’s Audio, or websites such as 
Amazon, Woodwind Brasswind, etc. Please reach out to the band director if you need help 
choosing reeds. Buy ONLY Premium reeds (at least $2 each).  If you play less than that the reeds 
will play poorly.

Other Performance Opportunities
There are many ways for the individual to succeed on his/her own. None of these activities are 
required, and the work will be done outside of regular band class. We encourage every motivated 
student to try for some of the following groups. The rewards are well worth the hard work! 
Consistent practice at home will lead to great things. 

District VIII Honor Band (7th and 8th Grade only)
The top players in our region are named to the District Honor Band. The audition consists of a 
short musical selection, scales, and sight-reading. Players meeting certain criteria are eligible to 
audition for the All-State Band. Making the District Band does not guarantee a spot or an audition 
with the All-State Band. Students interested in auditioning should inform their band director and 
pay the registration fee. Please refer to the calendar for audition and participation dates. 

Region Honor Band (7th and 8th Grade only)
This is the top musical honor in our region. This event is held at Valdosta State University in 
April. Students are selected based on their score at the All-State Final Round Auditions.

All-State Band (8th Grade only)
This is the top musical honor in the state for band. It is an extremely selective group. Each year 
thousands of middle school students from across the state try out for this group and only 80-100 
are chosen. The audition consists of more sight-reading and two prepared pieces. This event is 
held in Athens, GA in March. 

Students interested in auditioning for honor bands must consult with the director! Before 
and After school practice will be required in order to prepare for the audition process. 

Parent Involvement
Parents play a crucial role in our program. Without your help and support, we cannot accomplish 
all of our goals. Parents are needed as volunteers in many areas in the program. Chaperones, 
fundraiser helpers, etc. are needed throughout the year. 

You can help your student and the band program by
1. Showing an interest in your child’s study.
2. Help keep the instrument in good repair with periodic servicing and see that your child 

has reeds, oil, and other supplies necessary to keep the instrument in good working order. 
3. Ask your child to play for you occasionally and encourage them to practice.
4. Keep a schedule of band activities in a prominent place to help avoid conflicts with other 

activities and appointments.
5. Volunteer time to the middle school band program. Parental involvement is greatly 

appreciated. 
If you are interested in helping out, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s band director. As 
chaperones and volunteers are needed, an email or letter will be sent home. 



It is now easier than ever to stay up to date with band information! All Wayne County 
bands will be using a program called Charms Office Assistant. This website keeps all 
information up to date such as contact information, calendars, finances, etc. It’s like a band 
manager! In this handbook, you will find a letter about Charms. Please take the time to 
read through this letter and visit the website. Here are the directions for logging in:

1. Go to www.charmsoffice.com
2. Enter the username WayneCounty (just as written)
3. Enter your student’s password. When you first log in, the password will be your 

child’s lunch number. It will then ask you to update your password. 
4. Go to your child’s info and update all contact information. By providing a current 

cell phone number a, we can send out text alerts for reminders of upcoming events. 

P.S. There’s an app for that! You can download the CharmsBlue mobile app for more 
convenient access!  Apple iOS does not have a work app.  Charms is better accessed through 
a PC.

Please keep this handbook in a place where you can easily access it and refer to it 
throughout the year. Please sign and return only this portion of the handbook no 
later than Friday, August 11, 2017. The return of this page will count as a written 
grade for your child.

I, ______________________, understand that I am responsible for all policies set forth in 
   (student name)

the band handbook. I fully agree to carry out my responsibilities to the very best of my 

ability while learning my instrument. 

Student Signature:_____________________________ Date:_______________________

 I, ______________________, have read and understand the policies as set forth in this 
             (parent/guardian name)
syllabus. I grant full permission for my child to be an active member of the Arthur 

Williams Middle School Band. Furthermore, I understand that I must meet all financial 

obligations and supply my child with the required materials of this course. 



Parent Signature:______________________________ Date: ______________________


