
 

GUIDE TO 
Yellow Jacket  

MARCHING BAND CAMP 
SURVIVAL 

 
 
 

Band camp is not the worst thing in the world. 

The worst thing in the world is to come to band camp unprepared. 

The following guide should help you arrive at band camp prepared, 

and more importantly, survive. 

This packet is mostly for freshman so they or you could know some information 
before we get to the actual Band Camp. We hope it helps! 



Band Camp Schedules 
July Band Camp – Marching Fundamentals 

This involves learning basic marching fundamentals such as the type of marching step the band uses, commands, and 
how to move together. The band is also given music to learn for their show. The camp takes place outdoors on field for 

marching, and in a band hall for music-only rehearsals 
 

Dates and Times: 
Monday, July 13 “Orientation Day” 8am to 2 p.m. 

** Team Building, Leadership Session, Marching & Music Rehearsal** 
 

July 13-17 Rookie Camp 5 p.m. – 8 p.m. 
July 20-24 Full Band 9 am to 6 p.m. 
July 27-31 Full Band 9 am to 6 p.m. 
 

 
Performances 

Friday, July 31 – Pre Show performance for parents and staff.  
 

 

 



Things YOU Should Know B4 Band Camp 
 
Everyone that has been in Band Camp before knows it is an experience they will not forget. Participation in the Yellow 
Jacket Marching Band is an opportunity to become involved in the largest and most visible band within the WCHS. It’s 
a lot of fun being with friends and making new ones. 

 
Participation in marching band helps to improve several mental and physical aspects of development and education. 
Coordination and motor skills are enhanced along with musical ability. Mental awareness and memorization skills are 
put to the test at every rehearsal, improving brain function. Students also become more dependable and self-disciplined 
because of the amount of personal responsibility that marching band requires. All things considered, marching band is 
an activity that helps young people become mature, well-rounded individuals and is therefore worthy of parents’ and 
students’ dedication and their best effort every day. 

 

All WCHS rules and regulations are in effect at all band rehearsals, performances and trips. Please refer to the 
WCHS Code of Conduct. 

 

Cell phones should be left in your lockers during rehearsals; you’ll have time to use them during break time. 
Remember that we are having camp to learn our show, we are not on vacation. The music, routine and marching should 
be the most important things on your mind during our time together. 

 
 
 

Yellow Marching Band Philosophy 
The WCHS  Marching Band has a unique philosophy for rehearsal and performance simply stated: 

 

 
BE YOUR BEST 

 
Success, as we measure it, is striving to be the best we possibly can be, every day, every practice, and every  
performance. The only band we want to beat is our own performance of yesterday. In marching band competitions, 
judges are simply people that put down numbers and rank-order the bands. They are trained in either music or marching 
techniques but still have their personal preferences and opinions. No two people totally agree about marching bands,   
and judges certainly are no exception to this. For example, some people prefer precision or “cleanliness” above general 
effect and excitement, and vice-versa. Trophies and awards, when they happen, are “frosting on the cake” and   
enjoyable, but they are not our main goal. Performers have almost total control over their own preparation and 
performance. However, performers have no control over such things as who else is competing, how well prepared they 
are, the preferences of a particular judge, the acoustics of the arena or the weather. Being your best is measurement for 
success that can be achieved by everyone. 



EXPECTATIONS 
The WCHS Yellow Jacket Marching Band rules and expectations are based on three concepts: 

SHOW RESPECT  
BE PREPARED  

BE ON TIME 

If these expectations are followed regularly, the band experience will be rewarding, enjoyable and successful. 

SHOW RESPECT: 
Respect yourself. Respect others. Respect the band facilities, equipment and uniforms. 

 
Good behavior, self-discipline, and positive attitude are expected of all WCHS Marching Band members. 

 
Uniform, instrument, flag, music, pencil, notebook, and other equipment must be cared for, put away properly 
and brought to rehearsals and performances as requested. 

 
Uniforms are provided to make the band look “uniform”. They must be worn properly, and band members must 
conform to hair and jewelry requests. 

 

BE PREPARED: 
Band members are responsible for doing their best, working on their individual skills, and practicing. All 
equipment must be brought to rehearsals as requested. 

 

BE ON TIME: 
Students should arrive at the building 15 minutes before rehearsal is scheduled to begin in order to get 
equipment, get to the right location, and be ready to start on time. 



I. What To Bring 
These are the essentials that you must have: 

Socks and tennis shoes. (NO SANDALS, FLIP-FLOPS, or OTHER SHOES INAPPROPRIATE FOR 
MARCHING AROUND A FOOTBALL FIELD!) 

 
**Your instrument** (Yes, there have been a few that have forgotten this before...) Music, Accessories 
(reeds, valve oil, etc.), folder, flag(S), pencils (at least 2), etc. 

 
Clothing: Please keep in mind that you need to follow the school dress code during band camp, so wear 
appropriate clothing. 

 
Face Mask and Hand sanitizer  
 
Sunscreen: sun poisoning, although rare at camp, is not fun. Sunburn, guaranteed from camp, is not 
exactly pleasant either. Yes, you will get a "band tan" even if you use sunscreen, but believe me, even if 
you never wear sunscreen, YOU NEED IT at band camp. Even if it is cloudy you can still get a sun burn. 
Put some on in the morning before you leave your house, and then bring some with for reapplication at 
school. With all the sweating you will be doing it will probably wash off! 

 
PLEASE BRING SUNBLOCK. 

PLEASE USE THE SUNBLOCK. 
SUNBLOCK IS YOUR FRIEND. 

YOU WILL GET SUNBURNED WITHOUT SUNBLOCK. 
PLEASE DO NOT FORGET SUNBLOCK. 

Water: This one is obvious. You probably will sweat a lot at band camp. During breaks, you will need to 
fill up with water. Important note: Do not bring water bottles filled with carbonated sodas it will just 
make things worse.  1 Gallon Igloo Water Cooler is required, but sports drinks are acceptable too. Did I 
mention bring water? 

 
PLEASE DRINK LOTS OF WATER. 
WATER IS YOUR OTHER FRIEND. 

YOU SHOULD DRINK WATER ON EVERY BREAK. 
 
Shorts: Wear shorts every day to band camp. - no big explanation - it's going to be hot. 

 
Chapstick: Only if you think you'll need it - many brass players use this especially. 

 
Sunglasses: These definitely keep the UV light from your eyes and make the glare bearable, since you  
have to look up, sometimes into the sun. (It is acceptable to close your eyes at attention if you are standing 
still, facing into the sun, but that's impractical if you are moving.) 

 
Hat (or some other appropriate head covering): It will keep the sun out of your eyes and face (preventing 
"Rocky Raccoon" tan lines around your eyes, which look silly in pictures.) 

 
Lunch: Because of COVID- 19 you should bring your own lunch daily. The school will provided lunch 
on Tuesday and Thursday.  



II. What To Expect At Band Camp 
Expect to work, and work really hard. 

 
Expect a suntan or sunburn, with tan lines from your shirt and socks. 

Expect to get bossed around a little. 

Expect the unexpected - every previous year's band camp holds several stories. 
 
Most of all, expect to learn the majority of this year's show, have some fun doing it, and expect to be 
proud of the hard work you will put into making the Yellow Jacket Marching Band one of the best 
bands around! 

 
 
 
 
 

III. What To Do 
There are several things you can do to make band camp a little easier on yourself. 

Show up: There have been a few cases of people who completely messed up and didn't realize that there 
was a band camp, or that band camp was required. 

Be on time: You are responsible for being on time. You cannot blame this on traffic, on car trouble, or on 
your parents. You take full responsibility for it. The only exception is if you call the band room at 912- 
472-1096 ext 112 BEFORE the time you are supposed to arrive and explain the situation (i.e.: car 
trouble, parents overslept, etc). Early is on time, on time is late!!! 
Behave: Just get in line, stay in step, do whatever is asked of you. If you work hard Mr. McGee will take 
note - as well as the other members around you. Also, behaving tends to get things done a lot quicker 
(nothing worse than rerunning a drill set over and over again because the band isn't behaving correctly!) 

Keep cool: Both literally and physically. First make sure you are not overheating (the intent is not to make 
anyone sick), but also keep a calm mind. So you can't hit the line the first time you try it? You can't sight 
read your part perfectly? That's ok, as long as you keep trying your hardest and listen graciously to advice, 
you WILL eventually get it. 



IV. Final Notes - The Most Important Things to Remember 
• Respect the directors, staff, officers & upperclassmen (they have done this before and know what 

they're talking about). 
• Drink plenty of water during every break (sodas are not allowed during rehearsals). 
• Wear shorts, t-shirt and tennis shoes. 
• Wear a hat, sunscreen, and sunglasses. 
• Bring your instrument and other equipment. 
• Get to know the people in your Band family - freshman, go out of your way to meet upperclassmen 

(it will be worth it) and upperclassmen, please remember that freshmen are people too!!! 
 
 
Band camp is hard work, but you will find that working hard and then seeing the results of that 
hard work is something to be really proud of. 

 
Remember, excellence is not just for sometimes, excellence is for all of the time!!! 


