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lues to the exuberant character of

Gwen Williams and Patricia Lynch’s

home lie in the names of the paints

used to decorate the interiors — Rosie
Posie, Bobble Hat and Mint Turquoise.

Retired solicitor Gwen, 67, and Patricia, 64, who
managed Gwen’s practice before they both retired,
bought their Victorian house in the late 1990s. Adding
a side-return extension in the 2000s gave them a little
extra space in the kitchen, but it didn’t resolve issues
such as the underused reception room between the living
room and kitchen. It was a terminal dumping ground,
says Gwen. They also wanted a loft conversion with
a bedroom and bathroom for when family stay over,
and to improve the house’s energy efficiency.

It’s a standard story — but what architect Ewald
Van Der Straeten came up with is far from typical. His
practice gave the house a thorough upgrade with new
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ABOVE The kitchen cabinets are made from MDF and have fronts
painted in shades picked out from the terrazzo worksurface
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Brick tiles reference the
traditional flooring of a
Victorian kitchen. They
tinue up the walls to
kirting










