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So, You're Thinking About Buying Your First Handgun? Awesome!
February 20, 2025
Awesome! (But Let’s Chat First)

Okay, friend, so you're thinking about joining the world of handgun ownership? That's fantastic! It's a big
step, though, and one that shouldn't be taken lightly. Remember, this isn’t just about buying a cool gadget;
it’s about taking on significant responsibility. Think of it like getting a puppy — exciting but requires some
serious thought and preparation.

I've seen a lot of folks jump in headfirst and make some common mistakes, so let's talk about some those
so you can avoid them, alright?

Mistake #1: The "Ooh, Shiny!" Syndrome (aka Buying
the Wrong Gun - For Real)

Ever walked into a store and just been mesmerized by
something? Handguns can be like that. But resist the
urge to grab the coolest looking one! That sleek,
compact pistol that looks like it came out of a spy
movie might look awesome, but if you're planning on
home defense, it might not be the best choice.
Conversely, a massive Dirty Harry .44 Magnum might
seem powerful, but if you're new to shooting, it could
be a handful (literally!).

* How to Avoid It: This is where the “why” comes in. Seriously, think about why you want a handgun. Be
brutally honest with yourself. If it’s for home defense, you might want something with a larger capacity
magazine and alonger barrel for better accuracy. If it’s for concealed carry, size and weight are crucial
factors. If it’s just for fun at the range, you might prioritize something comfortable to shoot with readily
available ammo. Each purpose has different needs. Do some research online, talk to friends who own
guns, and definitely chat with the folks at the gun store. They're usually pretty knowledgeable and can point
you in the right direction. Bonus points if you can try renting a few different types at a range before you buy.

* Example: Let’s say you live in an apartment and your primary concern is home defense. A compact pistol
might be okay, but a shotgun could be a better option due to its stopping power and ease of use in close
quarters. Or, if you decide on a handgun, consider a 9mm - it’s a common caliber with manageable recoil
and readily available ammunition. Always consider your surroundings as well because bullets will travel if
you miss your intended target!

Mistake #2: "Wait, Ammo Costs Money Too?!" (The Hidden Costs — and they add up!)

Yeah, the price tag on the gun itself is just the beginning. Now you need to feed it! Ammunition costs can
vary wildly depending on the caliber and the type of bullet. And don’t forget targets, cleaning kits, gun oil,
and maybe a case to transport your firearm or a safe to store it in (safely). Training classes if you are new to
this is also a definite consideration. It’s like buying a printer and realizing the ink cartridges cost almost as
much as the printer itself!
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* How to Avoid It: Before you even start looking at guns, create a realistic budget. Include everything — the
gun itself, taxes, background check fees, ammo, accessories, and training. Research ammo prices for the
calibers you’re considering. Don’t forget the safe or a secure lock box designed for handguns —it is a must
have, especially if you have kids! A good safe is an investment, not an expense.

* Example: Let’s say you’re on a tight budget. You might consider a .22LR handgun. Ammo is generally
cheaper and it’s a great caliber for learning the fundamentals of shooting.

Mistake #3: "I Watched a YouTube Video, I'm Good!" (The Training Gap — This is Critical)

| cannot stress this enough: YouTube videos are not a substitute for professional firearms training. They can
be a helpful supplement, but they can’t replace the hands-on instruction and personalized feedback you’ll
get from a qualified instructor. This isn’t just about shooting; it’s about safety, handling, storage, and the
legal aspects of gun ownership.

* How to Avoid It: Find a reputable firearms instructor in your area. Look for certifications like NRA or
USCCA (both extremely good organizations). A good instructor will teach you the fundamentals of gun
safety, marksmanship, and the laws in your state. Consider taking multiple classes — a basic pistol course
is a great start, but you might also want to take classes on defensive shooting or concealed carry.

* Example: A good instructor will teach you the four basic rules of gun safety (treat every firearm as if it’s
loaded, never point the muzzle at anything you’re not willing to destroy, keep your finger off the trigger until
you’re ready to fire, and be sure of your target and what’s beyond it). They’ll also teach you how to properly
handle and clean your firearm. They can also help you develop your skills and ensure you are properly
equipped for the reasons you purchased the handgun for.

Mistake #4: "Where Did | Put That Thing?" (The Storage Struggle — Safety First)

This is non-negotiable. If you have children in the house, or even if you don’t, secure gun storage is
absolutely essential. A misplaced or unsecured firearm is a recipe for disaster.

* How to Avoid It: Invest in a high-quality gun safe or secure lockbox. Don’t skimp-on this! Consider the
size of your collection and buy a safe that’s big enough to accommodate your firearms and ammunition.
Store your guns unloaded and keep the ammunition separate. Talk to your children about gun safety. Even
young children can understand the concept of “hands off” when it comes to guns and it is better to be safe
than sorry.

* Example: A biometric safe can be a good option for quick access in case of an emergency, but it should
still be a high-quality safe that’s difficult to break into.

Mistake #5: “Oops, I Didn’t Know That Was Illegal!” (The Legal Labyrinth — Know the Rules)

Gun laws are complex and vary significantly from state to state. You need to know the laws in your state
before you buy a handgun.

* How to Avoid It: Do your research! Check your state’s laws regarding purchasing, owning, and carrying a
firearm. Contact your local law enforcement or a reputable gun rights organization for clarification if
needed. Don’t rely on hearsay or what you heard from a friend. Get the information from a reliable source.
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* Example: Some states require a waiting period before you can take possession of a handgun. Others
require a background check. Some states have restrictions on the types of handguns you can own. Know
the laws in your state.

Mistake #6: “This is Going to Be So Easy!” (The Responsibility Reality Check - It’s a Big Deal)

Owning a handgun is a huge responsibility. It's not a toy, and it's not something to be taken lightly. It’s not
just about the fun of shooting at the range; it’s about the potential for serious consequences if the firearm is
misused or falls into the wrong hands.

* How to Avoid It: Think seriously about whether you’re ready for this responsibility. It’s not just about the
time and money; it’s about the mental and emotional commitment. Are you prepared to handle the
responsibility of owning a firearm safely and responsibly? Answer honestly.

* Example: No example is needed here because we all know what could happen if you are not ready.
Mistake #7: “Gotta Buy It Now!” (The Impatient Purchaser — Slow Down!)

Don’t rush this decision. Take your time, do your research, and try out different handguns before you make
a purchase.

* How to Avoid It: Visit different gun stores, talk to the staff, and ask questions. If possible, rent different
handguns at a range and try them out. Consider taking a firearms training course before you buy a gun. This
will give you a chance to handle different types of firearms and get a feel for what you like.

* Example: Don’t be pressured by a “limited-time deal” or a pushy salesperson. Take your time and make
sure you’re making theright decision for you.

Okay, deep breath!

That was a lot of information, butit’s allimportant. Remember, responsible gun ownership starts with
education and preparation. By avoiding these common mistakes, you can make sure you’re making a safe

and informed decision before pulling the trigger on that purchase. &

Good luck and stay safe!
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