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Bible Outline Notes      
2 John
Pastor Timothy Jones

WALKING IN CHRIST
2 John 1-13
1 The Elder,

To the elect lady and her children, whom I love in truth, and not only I, but also all those who have known the truth, 2 because of the truth which abides in us and will be with us forever:

3 Grace, mercy, and peace will be with you from God the Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love.

Walk in Christ’s Commandments

4 I rejoiced greatly that I have found some of your children walking in truth, as we received commandment from the Father. 5 And now I plead with you, lady, not as though I wrote a new commandment to you, but that which we have had from the beginning: that we love one another. 6 This is love, that we walk according to His commandments. This is the commandment, that as you have heard from the beginning, you should walk in it.

Beware of Antichrist Deceivers

7 For many deceivers have gone out into the world who do not confess Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist. 8 Look to yourselves, that we do not lose those things we worked for, but that we may receive a full reward.

9 Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son. 10 If anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive him into your house nor greet him; 11 for he who greets him shares in his evil deeds.

John’s Farewell Greeting

12 Having many things to write to you, I did not wish to do so with paper and ink; but I hope to come to you and speak face to face, that our joy may be full.

13 The children of your elect sister greet you. Amen.

The Apostle John writes this second letter. It is the only letter written to a woman; however, some believe it is written to a church. 
Gnosticism was very much alive during this time. Gnostics believed that the spirit world was true and anything of the physical world including humanity was evil. They also did not believe in the resurrection of Christ and the physical return of Jesus and as such, they were out maybe going door to door spreading this false doctrine, they also infiltrated the church. Notice v7 John writes: “For many deceivers have gone out into the world who do not confess Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist.” (Gnostics)
Important words: 

 Walk is written three times

 Love is written four times

 Truth is written five times (depending on your version of the Bible.)

The overall focus of the letter is, IT MATTERS TO GOD AND OTHERS HOW WE LIVE OUR LIVES. 
The word “WALK” in the Bible is a representation of the way that we live our lives outwardly.
Notice these scriptures:

“Walk by faith not by sight” (2 Cor 5:7), 

“Walk in the Spirit” (Galatians 5:25), 

“Walk in a manner worthy of the calling” (Ephesians 4:1), 

 “Walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to Him, bearing fruit in every good  

   work and growing in the knowledge of God.” (Colossians 1:10).

John teaches us three attributes of Jesus we should walk in.
1. WE MUST WALK IN TRUTH. (V1-4)
a. John spent three plus years with Jesus. He has firsthand knowledge of this truth.
b. The word truth is translated to a word that means reality. It is not something that appears to be true but is the absolute truth. 
c. Jesus describes Himself as the truth. “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”  (John 14:6).
d. Not only is Jesus the truth, but HE is the source of truth according to His words when He asked the Father to “sanctify them by the truth; Your word is truth” 
e. John speaks of not just himself, but others in verse 1 and 2 who have come to know the truth and that is Christ and the saving power through truth and faith. That those who know the truth, live for the sake of the truth because the truth lives in them and will be with them forever.

2.  WE MUST WALK IN OBEDIENCE. (V 5-6)
a. Verse 6 “and this is love: that we walk according to His commands.
b. “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments (John 14:15).
c. Christ is our example of obedience. “He emptied Himself by assuming the form of a slave, taking on the likeness of men. And when He had come as a man in His external form, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death- even death on a cross (Phil 2:7-8).
d. Christ is not only our example of obedience, but he embodies obedience, it is in His nature and character, but also, He requires His followers to walk in that same obedience.
3. WE MUST WALK IN LOVE. (4-5)
a. Real Christianity involves the love that we see in verses 4-5 and 6.
b. Four times John uses the word love.
c. It is used 179 times in the New Testament. 
d. Two things about this love:

1. It is commanded by God. “So now I urge you, dear lady—not as if I were writing you a new command, but one we have had from the beginning—that we love one another. And this is love: that we walk according to His commands. This is the command as you have heard it from the beginning: you must walk in love.”
2. It is from the beginning.  This command is for us today and that it is from the beginning, it is not something new, it is not my command to you, I am passing on to you the command that God Himself has given. And it is God who commands that we walk in love. It did not originate with the Apostle John, but it came from God, it is His command.
E. Jesus said the first and greatest commandment is to “love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul and all your mind. The second is like it “love your neighbor as yourself” (Matt 22:37-39). He took that scripture from the Old Testament book of the law in Deuteronomy 6:5.
F. “I give you a new command to love one another as I have loved you, so you must love one another.” (John 13:34).
Biblical Application: 
God’s commands are still in effect today. We are to walk in Christ by daily walking in His truth, obedience and in Love.
