Are you a light carrier?
“In Liberia,” the professor began, “when we traveled at night, as many as twenty of us would walk single-file along a trail.  Only the one leading the group carried a flashlight to light the path. When he saw an obstacle, the leader would tell the one behind him, “rock”. The one behind him would tell next person, “rock,” and so on until the last person was warned about the obstacle.  Although most were walking in complete darkness, no one would get hurt.”  This reminds me of my years in the Army when, during road marches and patrols, we would always warn the person behind us of the approaching obstacle that could potentially harm them. If some one tripped or fell not only could a soldier get hurt, but the mission could be potentially jeopardized. We can see that in these examples the person in front is the light for those who follow by showing them these stumbling blocks just ahead. 

In Matthew, Jesus is sitting on the mountain side teaching His disciples. He is explaining how he expects the members of His kingdom to be and to act. Jesus tells them;
You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. (Mathew 5:14-16)
Jesus is telling His disciples in not so many words that there is a line of followers behind them and they are the flashlight. There are going to be many stumbling blocks and obstacles in the way but they are the light. They must in obedience carry this light and show others that are traveling along this path how to make it through the darkness. The challenge for the disciples is also our challenge. We are to be carriers of the light. Jesus said; I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.(John 8:12). When we have the Light of Christ in us we are to show people who that light is by how we act, and how we handle situations through our daily lives. During the times that we don’t shine as great as we should we have to ensure we are not the very person turning off the light to others. We must understand that it is not easy for us to shine with the light of Christ all of the time but, we must put forth our very best efforts. 

This week part of your challenge is for you to write down “You are the light of the world” (Mathew 5:14) on a note pad in your workplace and your home. The second part is: when someone is attempting to extinguish your Light, read what you have written down and let your light SHINE!
