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Attitude of Gratitude 
Scripture: Psalm 100
Pastor Timothy Jones     Nov 18, 2018
Are you glad to be in the house of the Lord today? Amen 

Would you pray with me?

Father God in Heaven, Holy be your name, we ask you to move in this gathering as we celebrate Your magnificent grace and love. We know that it is by Your hand You placed time in motion. From the first day of creation until this day, Your creative wonders have filled the universe. Today we celebrate Your mighty power. For by Your hand you raised Christ from the grave. From resurrection Sunday until this day, Your love has given life to all mankind. Today as we celebrate all you do, we thank you for yesterday, today and forever. 
In the name of You one and only Son Jesus Christ we prayer these things.
Amen and Amen

I want to welcome you and welcome those of you who attending with us through the internet thanks for being with us this morning. 

Happy Thanksgiving!

Yes, I know it’s this week, and today we have prepared for you a thanksgiving meal for lunch. Everyone is invited, we want to spend time in fellowship with today.

Most people have a tradition on Thanksgiving that before they eat, they ask the question; What are you thankful for?

If you know anything about the Old Testament you should know that God had given specific instructions on the proper way to offer sacrifices and the reason for each sacrifice from peace offerings, sin offerings and even the thank offering which were also denoted as peace offerings. Also called sacrifice of thanksgiving was an optional offering under the Law of Moses.
In the book of Leviticus 7:12 says that the thanksgiving offering was an animal sacrifice with unleavened cakes mingled with oil, unleavened wavers anointed with oil and cakes mingled with oil, fin flour, fried.
The thanksgiving offering was an expression of gratitude to God for His mercy and His many blessings. Like the others sacrifices the remains of the offering were burnt.

Today many take the month of November as a time to publicly to pronounce what they are thankful for. 

I'm sure the priests became accustomed to it after a while, but a first-time visitor to the Temple in ancient times couldn't help but notice the strong aroma that filled the air. But the fragrance wasn't intended primarily for the people, but for God. We read in Leviticus that the smoke from the burning sacrifice would ascend toward heaven as a soothing, fragrant aroma to the Lord. God has a great sense of smell and nothing smells so sweet to him as the gratitude of his people.

God loves the aroma of thanksgiving. He takes special delight in the smell of his people saying: "Lord, thank you!" When we offer up to God the sacrifice of praise, giving thanks for all he has done, there is a spiritual aroma that fills the room, eminently pleasing to God. The reason for this is that gratitude always glorifies the giver. Or again, thanksgiving always glorifies the "thanked"! Thanksgiving focuses the attention on the goodness and generosity of God from whom all things come.

Psalm 100 is all about gratitude. It is a call to worship, a call to give thanks, a summons to fill our hearts and homes and auditoriums with the sweet-smelling aroma of gratitude to God.

