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Christmas Sermon Series




BEHOLD THE WONDERS OF CHRISTMAS Part 1

THE PROPHECY FULFILLED

Isaiah 7:14 & Luke 1:26-35
Amen and Amen. 
Would you take this time to pray with me for God’s Word?
The Christmas season is upon us and our Christmas sermon series called Behold the Wonders of Christmas. For the next 4 weeks, we will be looking at the major events surrounding the GREATEST BIRTH OF ALL TIMES- THE REASON THAT CHRISTIANS CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS-the birth of our Lord and Savior.
If you have your Bibles with you and I hope that you do, open them with me to the New Testament book of Luke? Luke is the third book of the Gospels. Matthew, Mark then Luke.
Luke chapter 1, and when you get there let me know by saying “amen”. 

Luke chapter 1.

I don’t know about you but I love Christmas, but I love it differently today than I did growing up. Growing up we had many traditions from putting up the tree to painting our picture window with Santa and his reindeer to Christmas eve opening presents. I am not saying that the traditions of Christmas are wrong. Many people all across the world celebrate Christmas with their traditions. But beyond the lights, the shopping, long lines, and family gatherings, I have a much different view of Christmas. 

I see Christmas as God giving humanity the greatest gift of all, His Son. You see the importance of Christmas is to focus on God’s Gift.

Now the Christmas story does not begin nor does it end in a manger. The beginning goes as far back as to where God existed in eternity past. Because of God’s foreknowledge, He knew that this would be the way. This idea of God putting on flesh in the person of Jesus would be the fix for rescuing humanity from our depravity. Now for us to understand God’s plan and the significance of it we find that God put His plan into writing over 700 years before the event would take place. Just so you can understand that better if the average lifespan was 80 years- 700 years would be almost 9 lifetimes. This is where we find the Prophet Isaiah as He spoke and wrote God’s Word.

Isaiah 7:14 “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold the virgin shall conceive and bear a son and shall call His name Immanuel.”

Isaiah goes on to say in chapter 9:6-7 that as a result of the world rejecting God, that there will be a child born, “a Son will be given to us. He will be named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.”
You see God had the foreknowledge of knowing that we would need the true Christmas gift. The story of Christmas is about love. It’s about hope, peace, rescue, renewal, and redemption. It is a story of obedience. But more than that it is a personal story for each of us. Christmas is the story of God sending His Son for you, for me, and the people of the world. 

I don’t know about you but I am glad that God is a personal God- He cares for each of His Children – He also cares for those who are outside of His will.

How do we know that God is a personal God; The book of Genesis shows that God had a relationship with Adam- he walked in the cool of the night with Adam and we see it in the story of Christmas.

If you are there in Luke chapter 1 read with me starting from verse 26

This is the Word of God and it begins like this:

“In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man named Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary.  And the angel came to her and said, “Rejoice, favored woman! The Lord is with you.” But she was deeply troubled by this statement, wondering what kind of greeting this could be. Then the angel told her: Do not be afraid, Mary,

for you have found favor with God. Now listen: You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you will call His name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no end.

34 Mary asked the angel, “How can this be, since I have not been intimate with a man?” The angel replied to her: “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore, the holy One to be born will be called the Son of God. And consider your relative Elizabeth—even she has conceived a son in her old age, and this is the sixth month for her who was called childless. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.”

38 “I am the Lord’s slave,” said Mary. “May it be done to me according to your word.” Then the angel left her.”
You cannot get more personal than that. God sending His #1 angel to a young girl about to married and to tell her that she will give birth to the Son of God. It is even more personal when the Angel of the Lord appears to Joseph whom Mary was betrothed to marry. Who speaks to him in a dream and tells him to take Mary as his wife and to name the baby Jesus. But wait, we find that God is more personal than that because Mary’s cousin Elizabeth also becomes pregnant by the power of the Spirit six months before, when she and her husband couldn’t have a baby. Her Husband was also told by God’s Angel to name that baby- his name was John- the one who would pave the way for Jesus.

Which brings us to our Biblical Truth today.

The Big Idea is: When we Behold the Glory of Christmas we see past our own needs and desires seeing the true heart of God.

I think for us to grasp the importance of the Heart of God we must focus on the events that took place surrounding the birth of Jesus and as we do, we find that there is a little word that can make a big difference. This small significant word is frequently found in both the Old and New Testaments. It’s the word “Behold.” Now the word behold is not a word that we use in our vocabulary today. I mean you don’t say to another person “behold that sign”.  We say words like look-see or check it out.

Yet the word BEHOLD is the absolute declaration of Christmas. The word behold is used multiple times in the description of what we know as the story of Christmas.

Noah Webster gave the meaning to the word behold and he defined it this way. I am quoting “to fix the eyes upon – to see with attention- to observe with care – to behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world – to gaze upon, to direct the eyes to an object”. Did you hear the Bible verse within the definition? It’s taken out of the Webster’s dictionary where John 1:29 is quoted as Webster defines “behold the lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.”
To behold to fix your eyes on Jesus-

The Greeks defined Behold this way; to stare at- to gawk at- to be singled eyed.

The old Hebrew definition: to fill up the eye with the vision of a person, place, or object.

My Definition is to have tunnel vision for the gift of Christmas.
As Born-again believers we are to fix our eyes- to fill our vision with Christ Jesus.

When we fix our eyes on the Glory of Christmas we see past our own needs and desires and fill our vision with the true heart of God.
Did you know that Christmas is still the number one holiday that is celebrated around the world, yet many people celebrate the Holiday rather than fixing or gazing their eyes on the true heart of God?

What is the true heart of God?
That is a great question- The true heart of God is ultimately the people coming to faith through the Son, Jesus. In Matthew 1:21 The Angel of the Lord told Joseph in that dream and said that Jesus was coming into the world to save the people from their sin. That is the true heart of God for the world to be reconciled to God.
But the heart of God extends beyond the personal savior and we see that He has a heart for His people and it is shown to us through Gabriel’s interaction with Mary.
This Christmas let me share with you three ways that the prophecy was fulfilled by God showing His heart to Mary and how it translates to our lives this Christmas.
The Bible is full of stories of God interacting with people to fulfill His prophecies and His will. We see it in Daniel in the lion's den, Moses leading the people from Egypt, David standing against Goliath, there are the prophets of the Old Testament, and many more. In the New Testament, we find at the beginning God is interacting with Mary to bring about His prophecies and will for the world. You see the problem with many people is that don’t feel or don’t see God interacting with them at all, because they are blinded by the enemy. They can’t see past the situation, issue, problem to see how God is showing them His love for them. 
Three ways that God showed His heart to Mary and He still does for us today. Are you ready?
First of all, #1, God favored Mary. 
Look back at verse 28 and 30 with me

“And the angel came to her and said, “Rejoice, favored woman! The Lord is with you.”
Verse 30- Then the angel told her: Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.”
Think about it, here is this celestial Angel- God’s #1 spokesman. Mary was just living her life, probably excited to be engaged to Joseph. Maybe she was planning her wedding. Then here is The Angel Gabriel standing before her. He reveals that He is the messenger from God- God sent Him personally- to deliver the message to this young girl Mary- the first part of the message is this; 

Rejoice! You are favored, the Lord is with you. Then He says “Mary you have found favor with God.”

Now, why did Mary this little Jewish girl find favor with God?

We know that she probably lived a life that was pleasing to God. It revealed that she is a relative of Elizabeth and that she was close to her. Elizabeth’s husband Zachariah was serving as a priest. Therefore, we can assume that she knew the scriptures then. We know that she was somewhere between 13-16 years old- we know that she was a virgin and that she was living an honorable life because she was engaged to marry Joseph and the Bible describes Joseph as a righteous man. Because of these details, we can see that Mary was living a life pleasing to God. The most important detail of being favored is that God was with her. 
What does being favored mean? It means gaining approval, acceptance, or blessings. It also is the preferential treatment shown to somebody. 
Folks let me reassure you today that as a born-again believer you have the favor of God.

 When you find yourself as a child of God- you have favor with God.
The word favor in the New Testament is almost always translated to grace. Now Mary experienced God’s undeserved, unmerited grace. That did not make her greater than anyone else- So in our lives, we can understand that we have God’s favor through His unmerited, undeserved grace. The Bible tells us in Eph 2:18 “For grace, you have been saved through faith, it is not from yourselves; it is God’s gift.” If favor is grace then let me rephrase that for you- For by God’s favor you have been saved. 

This Christmas we need to understand that God’s grace is His unmerited favor toward us through the blood of His Son. This unmerited favor includes not only being forgiven of sin but also includes receiving access to the very presence of God in the same way Jesus has access to Him.  

When my wife and I were doing foster care, we had these two boys, we loved the boys. When I would walk in the door, they would yell DADDY and come running to me, well most of the kids did that. Although I wasn’t their biological father, they accepted me as their Father because of the love that I had for them. My love for them showed in the way I favored them. They received my undeserved and unmerited grace. Through that, they saw me as their Daddy. In the same way, we are to run to God- to proclaim Him as our Father and because of His love that He has shown us. God then shows us His approval of us, His acceptance of us and he gives us preferential treatment because we are His children saved by the grace of Him and His Son and He blesses us, we all get blessed in different ways. But God’s blessings are so great that you cannot count them all. 
No matter what you are going through, I want you to know that just as Mary was highly favored by God you also are highly favored. 
First, God showed His heart to Mary by Favoring her.
Second, God showed His heart to Mary by God fulfilled His prophecy through Mary.
The prophecy of Jesus’s birth is found in the beginning book of the Bible in Genesis 49:10 where it says “Judah will hold the royal scepter, and His descendants will always rule. Nations will bring Him tribute and bow down in obedience”

Jesus was also foretold in the book of Micah, Isaiah, Jerimiah, and 2nd Samuel. 

Isaiah 7:14 “Behold the virgin shall conceive and bear a son and shall call His name Immanuel.”

The Angel Gabriel told Joseph that this would take place to fulfill what the Lord said through the prophet. 

Now look at verses 26-28 with me: “In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man named Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary.  And the angel came to her and said, “Rejoice, favored woman! The Lord is with you.”
Verse 31: “You will conceive and give birth to a son and you will call His name Jesus”
The Old Testament prophesied a virgin, a son - named God with us.
In the New Testament the prophecy is fulfilled with a virgin - a son - named Jesus, because He is with us.

I read once that in the Old Testament, the new is concealed and in the New Testament, the old is revealed. You see God’s prophecy from eternity past to the Old Testament to Mary was fulfilled. Little did Mary know that God had a plan for her life before the existence of time. I don’t believe that God had a list of young maidens that He was watching and He just picked one. I don’t believe that God did eny-miny- moe. I don’t believe that God had a lottery at the local 7-11 and someone by chance by the name of Mary who just happened to be a virgin got the lucky ticket. DO you?

God knew from eternity past that she would be the one. He had a plan for her life. 

Folks let me say to you today, God’s heart also extends beyond your salvation. He has a plan for your life. You know I am big on trying to improve everything that I see, just ask my wife; I can pick out stuff to be fixed quickly if you’re like me we are wired that way, but listen God’s plan doesn’t need your improvements, it just needs you. 

And the truth is no one knows your destiny except God and the only one that can get in the way of that destiny is you. For Mary, her destiny was to be Jesus’ mother, but something had to take place for the prophecy to be fulfilled and that something was her obedience. She had to be obedient- Joseph had to be obedient. 

God has placed a prophecy in your life.

Jeremiah 29:11 tell us “For I know the plans I have for you declares the Lord”
God was judging the nation of Judah when this was written. The Babylonians attacked Jerusalem and had taken about 3,000 as captives to include the King, court officials. The Jews were left saying wait a minute we are God's people this isn’t supposed to happen to us. 

Have you ever felt like that? Why is this happening to me?
God said; “For I know the plans I have for you” and I know that this applies to us today.
This Christmas Celebrate the prophecy that God has over your life. Just like Mary, He has already spoken it. 

But you must become obedient. Like Mary in verse 38 “I am the Lords slave, said Mary. May it be done to me according to your word”
The New Testament tells us that part of that plan is to become part of the body of Christ- to love one another, to serve one another, to be the Church inside and outside the building.

It also says that God the Holy Spirit gives each person in the Church a gift we are to share and use that gift within the church. Just as Mary’s was to become the mother, He has a plan for you. 
I can look back at my life and see how I was groomed to be right here teaching and preaching, training other churches, encouraging pastors. I believe that the prophecy in my life is being fulfilled. 
What about you?

Moses was groomed to be the one to take the people from Egypt. In Exodus 33:12 God told Moses “I know you by your name, and you have also found favor in My sight” He was the favored one, saved by the pharaoh's daughter, brought up in pharaoh's house and he had the best education, he learned how to lead. He was sent in the desert to learn to be a shepherd and when the time came- the prophecy was fulfilled. He sent Moses to get the people from Egypt.
Folks we need to look at Christmas differently. We are celebrating the birth of Jesus and that should make us stop and Behold the plans that God has for us and we must answer the question; are we fulfilling the prophecy of God in our lives?
GOD SHOWED HIS HEART TO MARY HAVING FAVOR ON HER. HE FULFILLED HIS PROPHECY THROUGH HER.

THIRD, GOD SHOWED HIS HEART TO Mary by GIVING MARY A GIFT.
Look back at verses 31-33

“You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you will call His name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no end.”
The gift that God gave Mary was the Son of God. You see the idea of gift-giving began with God. The spirit of Christmas gift-giving began with God.

She carried Him for 9 months, she gave birth to Him- she watched Him grow up- work miracles, do what was humanly impossible and she watched as her gift became the Gift for all mankind as He was crucified, but she also witnessed the resurrection which brought to lite the words of the Angel Gabriel “THE SON OF GOD”
The world tends to lose its focus through holiday shopping, Christmas deals, long lines, presents, lights, and gatherings.

This Christmas we should focus ourselves on the very reason for the season and remember that this Christmas God has given us all the greatest gift of all, HIS SON!

Listen to what the Bible tells us in Romans 10:9-13

If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 One believes with the heart, resulting in righteousness, and one confesses with the mouth, resulting in salvation. 11 Now the Scripture says, Everyone who believes on Him will not be put to shame, 12 for there is no distinction between Jew and Greek since the same Lord of all is rich to all who call on Him. 13 For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.

This is the gift that God has given mankind and this Christmas we should BEHOLD the Gift, but as I said earlier God’s grace extends past salvation and it extends to eternity. 

This Christmas Season let me remind you of three facts 

You are favored by God.
God wants to fulfill His prophecy through you.
God has given you a gift.

How will you respond this Christmas season?
Invitation:
