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Christmas Sermon Series




BEHOLD Part 3
Behold the Angels Proclamation
Luke 2:8-20              

Merry Christmas everyone! It is great being with you on this LORD’S day!
Can you believe it, we are in the third week of our Christmas sermon series Behold the Wonder of Christmas?
As such we learned that the word Behold is not a word that is used much in today's English. However; the word BEHOLD is the very declaration of Christmas. This word is used in almost every part of the Christmas story. 
To behold something means “to fix the eyes upon, to see with attention- to observe with care, to be singled eyed, to fill up the eye with a vision of a person, place or object. This Christmas we should be focused on Christ Jesus’ Birth through the power of God. 
You know the power of God is something to behold. Yet, the issue we see in born again believers and in the world today is that we are so inward focused that we are blinded from seeing the power of God in action and fail to celebrate His power in our lives. 

This Christmas we must look past our wants and desires to see the true power and heart of God. It is my prayer that through this sermon series that we can see the working of power of God in our own lives. 
In the first week, we talked about how we are to BEHOLD the power of God through the prophecy being fulfilled through Mary.  As such we are to behold the true heart of God. The Scripture showed us three ways that we can see the true heart of God on Christmas.

1st God showed us His heart through favoring Mary. We can see that when we are living a life pleasing to God as His children, He has favor with us. 

2nd God showed us His heart through the fulling of His prophecy of Mary. 
Then 3rd, we saw that God showed His heart by giving Mary a gift. The One who would become the Gift for all man kind.  
Then last week we seen how Christmas should cause us to behold the power of God as He reveals the King. Again. We looked at three ways that we can see God’s power through the birth of Jesus.

1st we found that God uses His power guided the lives of people for His will to be accomplished.

It was God that prophesied that the Son would be born in Bethlehem and it was God who used His power over the Roman emperor Creaser Augustus that a decree would be needed and the whole Roman empire would have to return each to His homeland to be counted in the census.  That is how God got Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem.

2nd, we found that God’s power moves people through hardships to reveal Christ.

Mary was faced with a hardship when she was 9 months pregnant and would have to travel a sometimes treacherous and problematic 80-100 miles to get to Bethlehem. 

The journey must have taken extra time to walk or ride a donkey in her state.

When arriving there was no suitable place for her to give birth to the Savior of the World. They had to settle for a place to give birth to the King of all kings. Mary and Joseph had gone through hardship after hardship for God to reveal Christ the Newborn King to them. 

Then Third, we found that God’s power gave us a King.

The story unfolds that when they arrived in Bethlehem it was time to give birth.

We saw that through the power of God, He gave us a King who came to serve even the lowest of all people. His birth by no means was a place for a King, but rather it was a place for a servant. 
And that brings us to today. 
Behold the power of God through the Angel's proclamation.

If you have your Bible with you today, I want to encourage you to open it with me to the New Testament book of Luke chapter 2, Luke chapter 2 Remember the book of Luke is the third book in the New Testament; Matthew, Mark, Luke.
Luke chapter 2

There is a story of a man who was bothered with continual ringing in his ears, bulging eyes, and a flushed face. Over three years, he went to doctor after doctor. One took out his tonsils, one removed his appendix, another pulled out all his teeth. Nothing seemed to help. He still had ringing in his ears, bulging eyes, and a flushed face.

Finally, a doctor told him that there was no hope; he only had six months to live. The poor guy quit his job and decided to live it up in the time he had left. He went to his tailor and ordered several suits and shirts. The tailor measured his neck and wrote down the size: 16 but, the man corrected him and said it was a size 15. The tailor measured again: 16. But the man insisted that he had always worn a size 15 collar on his shirts. After going back and forth the tailor said:
“Well, all right, but don’t come back here complaining to me if you have ringing in your ears, bulging eyes, and a flushed face!”

You know sometimes the solutions to life’s problems are simpler than we think. Our world has incredibly complex problems: wars, terrorism, famines, catastrophes, viruses. People have complex problems as well: physical, emotional, and family problems. Sometimes hope is absent as we try to deal with our problems. At times the proposed solution may seem so complex that we aren’t sure we can even implement it.

But I have to tell you it was on what we celebrate as Christmas, on that morning that God provided the human race a simple solution for all of the complex problems we face in this world. AND HIS simple solution was God giving His Son. 
Well, if you are there in the book of Luke chapter 2 begin reading with me from verse 8. This is the Word of God and it begins like this.
“Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid. 10 Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. 11 For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.”

13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying: 14 “Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!”

15 So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into heaven, that the shepherds said to one another, “Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger. 17 Now when they had seen Him, they made widely known the saying which was told them concerning this Child. 18 And all those who heard it marveled at those things which were told them by the shepherds. 19 But Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told them.”

What incredible events took place that day.
I love the Christmas story of Joseph and Mary taking that 80-90-mile journey and once in Bethlehem it was time to give birth, they had to find shelter quickly as they were probably the last folks coming into town there were no rooms for them. And we believe at the appointed time baby Jesus was born and laid in a feeding trough. But God was not done showing His incredible power. He showed His power through the Angel of Lord, through heavenly hosts, through shepherds, and the newborn savior of the world.  
This brings us to our Biblical Truth
THE BIBLICAL TRUTH IS:

CHRISTMAS MAKES US BEHOLD HOW GOD POINTS HUMANITY TO THE SAVIOR. 
I am sure that we all know that Christmas is celebrated throughout the world. However, many don’t celebrate the Christ of Christmas. The Christmas Holiday is the single most traveled holiday. It is estimated that this week there will be 80 million people traveling for Christmas this year despite the virus. All most all will be traveling to spend Christmas with their families.
If you were here last week you would have found that regardless of who people are celebrating, they are still doing what the first Christmas accomplished. Think about it, 1st they are traveling home- Mary and Joseph had to travel to Bethlehem to be registered. The first Christmas couple traveled to their home. And since we began celebrating Jesus on Christmas people have been traveling home. 
2nd we give and receive gifts- God gave the first gift the Savior of the world and all one has to do is receive it. Today, gifts are still given and received. 
In a sense, the people who are not Celebrating Christ on Christmas are still doing what God instituted on what we call the first Christmas day.

Now I want you to know that just because it is Christmas that there is still work to do. Just because we celebrate the Birth of Jesus it doesn’t mean that all of the 7.53 billion people in the world do also. We know that through the statistics that there are more than 2 billion Christians in the world. That leaves us with 5 billion people who do not know Christ many of those celebrate some type of Christmas.
Christmas is supposed to point humanity towards the Savior. And if the church is not pointing humanity to Jesus, we are not doing our job.
Today I want to share with you how the Christmas message is our message. The Bible tells us in 2nd Corinthians 5 that as Ambassadors to Christ have been given the ministry of reconciliation, as such we are to implore others to find their way back to God. 

And this is exactly what we find that has happened in our scripture today. 

Follow along with me as we uncover three ways that God pointed humanity to the Savior of the world and how this Christmas also points the world to the Savior. 

Are you ready? 
FIRST, THE SHEPHERDS HEARD THE MESSAGE OF GOD.
God pointed humanity to the Savior of the world by giving the shepherds the message of God. 

I want you to know that it all begins with the message. Think back to when you received Christ as your Savior. Somehow someone spoke the message of God to you. And as such that message turned into faith. Amen?

Look back with me at verses 8-14: “Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid. 10 Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. 11 For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.”

13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying: 14 “Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!”  

Notice that Verse 8 begins with it just so happens that there were Shepherds in the area. Do you believe that was a coincidence? Or do you believe that it was all part of God’s incredible plan?
IN THE OLD TESTAMENT we find that some of Israel’s greatest heroes of the faith were shepherds, think about it there is Abraham, Isaac, and David. Then we see in Psalm 23 we find that God is called a shepherd and Jesus also said that He was the GOOD SHEPHERD in John 10.
In the New Testament times, shepherds were of the lowest class of people. They were uneducated and people did not like them. They spent most of the year away from people “keeping watch” over the sheep. The shepherds made sure that the sheep were safe from wandering off and injuring themselves, as well as dangers from thieves and wolves. Yet they seemed to have a bad reputation by leading their herds onto other people’s land, they were dishonest and often thieves. 

Unusually the Angel of the Lord appeared to the Shepherds. It was at night, a time of rest and peace for them. Some were sleeping others were standing guard. This is not the first time we find Gabriel standing before people giving a message. Remember he first spoke to Zachariah to tell him that he would have a son named John. Second to Mary, third to Joseph in a dream, and now here he is again. 

Notice with me the message itself- verses 10-11

“Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. 11 For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”

The Angel of the Lord came to deliver a message that the world had been waiting to hear for four thousand years. Ever since man sinned in Eden, the world has been groaning under the curse brought about by that sin. Back on that dark day God made a promise. He promised Adam and Eve that one day a woman would bear a Son and that Son would defeat the power of sin and the serpent, Gen. 3:15. This angel appeared to share the good news of God’s ancient promise being fulfilled! 

The message is of good news and great joy that is for all the people, not just the rich, not for the religious leaders, and by coming to the shepherds we see that it is for all people.

As the angel continues to deliver his message, he tells the shepherds about the birth of a baby. As he does, he gives baby Jesus three names. He tells us that the baby will be “Savior”, “Messiah” and “Lord”. These three names are important because they reveal the identity and the ministry of the newborn child in Bethlehem.

1.  He is called Savior – He came to “save His people from their sins”, Matt. 1:21. This baby came into this world to lay down His life on a Roman cross so that lost sinners might be saved from their sins. Isaiah chapter 53 tells us that He came to this world to die to rescue the people.
2.  He is called Messiah – Meaning “anointed one”. This name identifies this baby as the long-awaited Messiah of the Jews. He is One Who will fulfill all the Old Testament prophecies. He is the One Who will reconcile men back to God. 

3.  He is called Lord – The shepherds are told about a baby in a manger, but that baby is identified as Lord. This name portrays Him as the One in control. He is the Savior, but He is also the Sovereign. You see, that baby lying in that manger was no ordinary baby! That baby was God in human flesh, John 1:14; Tells us that “the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.” Phil. 2:5-8 tells us that God had become a man! 
What happened next was the conformation of the message given through the multitude of heavenly hosts. I find that interesting because we all want confirmation from God, don’t we?
Let’s just face it, when we are going to do something big, or lead a ministry we all want God’s confirmation. 

 WELL, THIS WAS A CONFORMATION- the multitude is a military term meaning an Army of angels. Too many to count- they lit up the sky. The power of God was on display for the shepherds. And they whispered GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST- an army of angels did not whisper at all. 
This was the message and all people knew that the Messiah would come to save people from their sin. 

This is the message to the world. Isn’t that the message that you received? That Jesus came for all people and when you put your faith and trust in Him your sin is forgiven. When you “declare with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved” Romans 10:9. 

This is the message of Christmas; it also is the message of the body of believers the Church.  Jesus has come He is the Savior, the Messiah, the Lord. He has been born for each of us of this joyous Christmas. He was given to us with a message that God’s power can save all of humanity and bring us peace. God continues to point humanity to the Savior of the world with the message that was given to those shepherds so long ago. 
FIRST, THE SHEPHERDS HEARD THE MESSAGE.
SECOND, THE SHEPHERDS ACTED ON THE MESSAGE OF GOD.
Look back with me to verse 15. “When the angels had left them and returned to heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go straight to Bethlehem and see what has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 They hurried off”

Now I have to tell you that when it comes to anything with God there is a three-step process. First is the message and second is the response to the message. How did the shepherds respond? With urgency.  They ALL knew God himself had just given them a message through the angels…no doubters remained…and they also knew just what they needed to do. They didn’t stop and pray that did say well let’s wait until morning. They took immediate action began to search for the sign the angel Gabriel had promised them. It was time to start searching the stables for a baby lying in a feeding trough! Forget the flocks for a minute. Let’s go! And they went in a hurry and soon found Joseph, Mary, and the baby in a feeding trough, just as the angel had said. All the elements of the sign promised by the angel were there.
When you received the message of God, God calls us to act on it. To show our faith. Sometimes God calls us to do things that we often don’t understand. God called the shepherds to leave their flocks and to go find Jesus. I guess they might have been bewildered at first, but God wanted the people Jesus came to save to know that He had come. And when God calls us to repentance, to salvation, missions, to the ministry God wants is to go. 
The simplicity of the Christmas story is this when people hear the message of God, they must respond to it with haste.
FIRST, THE SHEPHERDS HEARD THE MESSAGE.
SECOND, THEY ACTED ON THE MESSAGE.

THIRD, THE SHEPHERDS SHARED THE MESSAGE AND GAVE GOD ALL THE PRAISE AND GLORY. 
God pointed humanity to the Savior of the world as the shepherds shared what they were a witness to and they glorified God. 

Look at verses 16-20 “16 And they came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger. 17 Now when they had seen Him, they made widely known the saying which was told them concerning this Child. 18 And all those who heard it marveled at those things which were told them by the shepherds. 19 But Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told them.”

These shepherds hurried to Bethlehem. Where do you find a manager? They checked out all the places that Mary and Joseph could have been and come across one with a baby sleeping in the feeding trough. They are standing before the Savior of the world and they begin to share with Joseph and Mary what the angels had said. Then they go and tell others what the angels had told them, just like the villagers did after the remarkable birth of John the Baptist (1:65). The NIV's translation "spread the word" seems to miss the point, which is rendered well in the KJV and NRSV: "They made known what had been told them about this child." The angel's announcement of "a Savior, Christ the Lord" is spread throughout the area, resulting in the amazement of all who heard the message.

You know when people hear the message, and they respond they should encourage others by telling what happened and then spend time praising and glorying God. Jesus said in Matthew 28:19 “Go therefore and make disciples”. 
God’s Word continually tells us that once we have received the message and acted on it, that we are to go and tell others. My life changed when I began sharing my faith with people and your’s will too.

GOD’S POWER IS SHOWN AS HE POINTED HUMANITY TO THE SAVIOR OF THE BY SHARING THE MESSAGE OF GOD, MOVING PEOPLE TO ACT ON THE MESSAGE. AND THEN SHARING THE MESSAGE AND GIVING GOD ALL THE GLORY. 

There are so many things we can take away from this familiar account of the shepherds, the angels, and Jesus’ birth. 
But what you do with is the most important. 

What I see in this message is that God will use you as you are. He used the most unlikely people- Mary, Joseph, the unwanted shepherds. You do not need to alter who God has made you.  You do not need to be like anyone else to please God. Do not have to compare yourself with other people. They will give an account to God for what they have done with what God gave them. And so also, you will give an account for what God has given you.  Like the parable of talents.  God is a creative God and He makes all of us different for a reason so that we can be uniquely used by Him. So, if you are wondering what part you play in the world or this church, BEHOLD HIM AND HIS POWER, ask and He will show you. He didn’t create you for no reason. He did not create you to be a pew warmer- He didn’t place you into the body of Christ without a purpose. Take the message, act on it, and share the Love God. That’s what Christmas is about, sharing the message. 
Let this Christmas be all about BEHOLDING the ONE who came to serve you so that you will go and serve others by telling them how God moved in your life and parsing Him for all that He has done
Invitation- what message has God given you today? How will act on it?
