Cross your heart hope to die, stick a needle in your eye

A promise is a declaration of truth from one person to another. This declaration means that the person to whom the promise is given has the right to expect that it will be completed. The Bible provides many examples of promises between people and between God and His people.  God promised Noah that He would never again destroy the earth by flood.  And God gave us a gift, a rainbow in the sky as a reminder of that promise (Genesis 9:11-13). Through Abraham’s offspring God will bless many nations (Genesis 12:1-7). King David’s dynasty would endure forever (2 Samuel 7:16). 
God’s promises us many benefits for being His children including: 

Son-ship (2 Corinthians 6:16-7:1)

 Forgiveness of sin (1 John 1:9)

Answer to prayer (Luke 11:9)

Deliverance from temptations (1 Corinthians 10:13)

Sustaining grace for difficult times (2 Corinthians 12:9) Provision for all needs (Philippians 4:19) 
Reward for obedience (James 1:12) 

And, Eternal life (John 3:16)
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16).”
In this verse we find a promise and a gift. The greatest gift ever given was the promise of eternal life through the birth of the perfect Lamb of God, Jesus Christ. The gift is God’s one and only Son, the promise is that we have eternal life through that Son. This is what Christmas is about the promise and the gift. But, your Christmas does not have to end with the last opened gift. As the Gift of Christmas continues year-round and so should your gift to Him. 

I challenge you to continue giving all year long. Give something from a corporate level to your local church or local community ministries. Then give something on a personal level: commit to reading your Bible every day, set aside some prayer time for you and God or volunteer your time with a ministry. Whatever you give make it from your heart, after all God gave His one and only Son!
