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Daily Readiness for Christ’s Return 
1st Thessalonians 5:6-11
I believe that the toughest things for memembers of the church to do is to stay daily in prayer and studying the scripture. Although these are imperative to our daily walk in Christ never the less they can be difficult to accomplish on a daily basis. Most people want to pray daily and read their Bibles, but most find that daily life can get in the way of these essentials. In the book of First Thessalonians chapter verses 1-5, the Apostle Paul tells the church they should be prepared for the return of Christ Jesus, because He will come back, but then in verses 6-11 he gives the “how to” of daily preparedness for Jesus.

“So then, we must not sleep, like the rest, but we must stay awake and be serious. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk are drunk at night. 8 But since we belong to the day, we must be serious and put the armor of faith and love on our chests, and put on a helmet of the hope of salvation. 9 For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep, we will live together with Him. 11 Therefore encourage one another and build each other up as you are already doing."
There are four ways that the Apostle Paul teaches us as Christ followers, how to be ready for the coming of Christ. 

1. We must not fall asleep (v6)  the word sleep means not to become lethargic or inactive for the Lord. The world has fallen asleep to the Gospel of Christ Jesus and Paul tells us not to become lazy and to always do the work of God, while knowing that HE will one day return.

2. We are to stay awake and be serious (v6)  but we must stay awake and be serious this means that we should live our lives, but to be alert and aware in our faith not letting the world drag us down and away from God. Why? Because we are the people of the Day of the Lord (v2).

3. We are top put on the Armor of God (v8). Paul outlines two pieces of the Armor but each day to withstand the attacks of the devil we should place the Armor of God on (which Paul explains in Ephesians 6:10-18). Paul also outlines faith, love and hope as part of our salvation.

4. We are to encourage and build up one another (v11).  This means that we should not stop meeting together, calling, texting and emailing one another, going to Bible studies with one another, hearing praises and praying for one another, this also includes hearing the preaching and teaching. The truth is many people will distance themselves from the church because of what they may have heard or had their feelings hurt in some way, and we as the church should continually encourage and build everyone up.

