Deal or No Deal?
Everywhere we go there is a little give and take. Everything we do seems to stem from this idea. When we go to work we give a little of our time and efforts, then we take home a paycheck. We go to the store and give our money then take something else home in return. When we buy a car or a house we give a little extra (called interest) to the credit agency so we can get that car or house. In order for us to receive anything we have to give something, love, money and even power. We are raised in this traditional mind set of “give and take”. 
That is exactly how we view our relationship with God. Have you ever tried to make a deal with God? “God, if you will do this, I will start going to church more”, or “God, if you do this, I will make You the priority in my life”. Sound familiar?  It is sad to say that at one time in my life I even prayed these things. Do we think that God is going to say “Oh, well if that is all it takes for you to follow me then here you go” and *Poof*! You know we cannot make deals with God. We cannot initiate the give and take in our relationship with Him. 
 “For God so loved the world that he gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall have eternal life (John 3:16).” Here is give and take: God gave His son; if we believe, we can have eternal life. Or, to put it another way, we give God our hearts by believing that His Son died on the cross for our sin and we then receive eternal life. That is the give and take. 
You may be reading this devotional today and may not be a believer in Jesus Christ. God wants you to give your heart to Him and in return you get to receive the gift of salvation. I pray this week that you connect with Jesus Christ as your Savior. Just ask Jesus to come into you heart today. 

If you are a believer I want to challenge you to take a good look at your relationship with God. Look at the way you pray and worship. Are you making it a give and take relationship? If you are, pray today that God will show you that He does not require you to make deals for Him to be in your life. “But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. (John 20:31).”
