PT for the Soul Devotional
Desperation that turned to Faith

Desperate times often call for desperate measures. Each of us will find ourselves in a crisis at some point in our lives. Whether it is spiritual, loss of a loved one, illness, financial or relational, most will do whatever it takes to find the solution. Many will turn to God as a last resort, yet God often uses a crisis to bring us to faith and even to grow one’s faith.  

This is the backdrop for Jesus as He was returning to Cana where He had turned the water into wine in His first miracle. There was a royal official who was in a desperate situation: his son was on his death bed.  As a member of the king’s court we can imagine that his son had the best health care possible. We can also assume that everything that was humanly possible had been done, and we know that the official was desperate to save his son’s life. 

“When this man heard that Jesus had come from Judea into Galilee, he went to Him and pleaded with Him to come down and heal his son, for he was about to die” (John 4:47).
This father left his son’s bedside to travel over 20 miles, a day’s journey, to reach Jesus, his son’s last resort. The father begged Jesus to come and to save his son.
 “Sir,” the official said to Him, “come down before my boy dies!” (V.49).
Desperation is what drove this father to Jesus. In his desperation, the official had limited faith in who Jesus truly was and made two assumptions about Jesus.

1. Jesus had to be present to heal his son.

2. If his son died Jesus could not help him.

Undoubtedly his faith was not in God, but in a miracle worker named Jesus who he heard of. 

Jesus however foils the father’s plan: He was not going with him.
 “Go,” Jesus told him, “your son will live.” The man believed what Jesus said to him and departed” (V.50). 
The word “believed” found here translates to faith, the man had faith in what Jesus told him. The Bible tells us that “faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through the message about Christ” (Ro 10:17). When we are faced with a crisis of belief, we have to believe that Jesus is who He says He is, and that He will do what He says He will do. It is left up to us to have the faith.
That’s what we see with the father, who found himself in a desperate situation but now had faith that Jesus would heal his son. The man’s faith was so great that instead of leaving that night to reach His son, he stayed. On his way home the next day his slaves met and told him that his son was alive. When he inquired of when his son was healed they answered “Yesterday at seven in the morning the fever left him”. The father realized this was the very hour at which Jesus had told him, “Your son will live.” Then he himself believed, along with his whole household” (V 51-53). His faith was confirmed by trusting Jesus.
God used a desperate situation to teach two great lessons.

1. God is omnipresent, He is everywhere at once. Neither time nor proximity is needed for God to answer His people. Distance cannot not keep the Lord away from us and it cannot deter Him from doing his work. 
2. God will use a crisis to bring people to true faith in Christ Jesus and that faith can grow.

No matter what you are going through today, remember that God is always with you. Believe, not in His name, but trust in who He is and His promises for you. 
