Do all roads lead to heaven?

Have you ever seen the movie “All Dogs Go to Heaven?” That is what I am reminded of when I hear the question “Do all roads lead to heaven?”  In this movie, a dog named Charlie makes a deal with his rival to become partners. His new partner doubled-crossed and killed him. Charlie heads toward heaven through celestial stars and clouds following the light through the Cosmos. Charlie arrives at a golden gate and asks “where am I?” An angelic dog appears and tells him “you are at the Golden Gate of Judgment, but don’t worry Charlie you go to heaven. All dogs go to heaven because, unlike people, dogs are naturally good and loyal and kind….” But, we are not dogs, so the question remains: do all roads lead to heaven? 
We can clarify our question by simply asking. Is Jesus the only way to heaven? After all, it was Jesus who made the statement “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me” (John 14:6). In our study of the Book “The God Question”, by Hal Seed and Dan Grider, the authors ask these questions: Does He really mean that? Is He saying that He and only He is the one means for us to have any hope of reaching heaven?
 
Sociologists have indentified and studied every religious system with over 10,000 followers. They have listed the top seven religious groupings in the world make up 97% of humanity (www.adherents.com).

1. Christianity                                            2 Billion Followers
2. Islam                                                   1.3 Billion Followers

3. Nonreligious                                         1.1 Billion Followers

4. Hinduism                                            900 Million Followers

5. The Chinese traditional Religion          394 million Followers

6. Buddhism                                           376 Million Followers

7. Primal- Indigenous                              300 Million Followers 

 
Jesus made a claim that no other major religions founder made. He made the claimed to be God himself and He proved it. Jesus taught that God was one essence, expressing itself in three persons: the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Christian’s view of the afterlife is a destination that no other major religion claims: heaven. A place where,

“He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away." (Revelation 21:4). 
I am encourage by that scripture and excited at the same time. So what is the answer to our question: do all roads lead to heaven? The answer is there is only one way, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me” (John 14:6). The only way is through Jesus.

This week’s challenge is go to  www.adherants.com and read up on the top seven religious groupings. You may be surprised to learn what other religions claim. Remember we should “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have” (1 Peter 3:15). Go out and share the Gospel with someone today. After all there are over three billion people who need to know.
