Does the cost outweigh the result?

Why do we think that the best things in life are not free? Picture yourself a commander of the Army of the king. You are a successful and courageous warrior and highly respected because of the victories God has given you. Not only do people fear you and think you are a great man, but you are the king’s right hand man and military commander. Now picture yourself with a disease that you know is going to end your life. What will you do? What price would you pay to be healed? 

This is where we find ourselves today, as we study Naaman. Naaman was the brave and courageous commander of the army of the king of Aram. He was highly respected by all who feared him, enemies and allies alike, including his king. Naaman achieved greatness, but he had one problem. He was stricken with a disease that degenerate’s its victims and was eventually fatal. Naaman could die of leprosy (2 Kings 5:1-3). Naaman learned that there was one person who could cure him and he set out to become healed of leprosy. 

“So Naaman left, taking with him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold and ten sets of clothing. The letter that he took to the king of Israel read: "With this letter I am sending my servant Naaman to you so that you may cure him of his leprosy (2 Kings 5:5-6).”
It is estimated that the ten talents of silver and the six thousand shekels of gold were worth several million dollars in today’s standards. 
When Naaman arrived, Elisha sent out his servant to tell Naaman "Go, wash yourself seven times in the Jordan, and your flesh will be restored and you will be cleansed (2 Kings 5:10)”.  Instead of following instructions, Naaman “went off in a rage (2 Kings 5:12).” 
Naaman had literally taken millions of dollars. He was willing to pay anything to be healed from his disease. His life was worth all of the silver and gold that he had. But, Naaman had another problem: his life was not worth submitting to as a higher power, not worth being obedient. First his pride was hurt because of the way Elisha had treated the Great Commander, by sending his servant out to talk to him. Elisha did not even come to the door.  Second he resented to having to emerge himself in the muddy Jordan River that was inferior the rivers in his hometown. Eventually Naaman was counseled by his servants and went down to the river and was healed. I know that there are times in my life when I did not do something because things did not go according to my plans. Sometimes I too have walked away in anger.
How many times in your life did you left in a “rage” when God has called you to do something? Why is that we wish to be healed, rescued, saved or delivered from trails, yet we do not want to be obedient to God. Jesus says “follow me”, no matter the cost. Jesus is calling us all to be obedient and to follow Him at every step of our lives. 
My question to you is: does the cost outweigh the results? And second what disease is stopping you from following obediently: pride, jealously, lust or are you crippled by a hardened heart? Jesus tells us: 

"If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it (Luke 9:23-24).”
Our dedication to God has no limits; cross bearing means a total sacrifice of everything. And trust me the results definitely outweigh the cost!
