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The Road Church

Easter Service 

The Glory of the Cross That Resurrected Life
Scripture: Luke 24:26-49

Prayer

Happy Resurrection DAY!

I have some good news today and that is the Tomb is EMPTY! 
We had a fantastic weekend, Good Friday afternoon we carried the cross down Southfield Road, 4- 5 Times at intersections we stopped stood the cross up and prayed for churches and people seeing the cross. Then we met back here and had a great Good Friday Service- Saturday Morning we had the Easter Egg hunt.
Which brings us to today. Easter Sunday

Jesus Christ has risen – say that with me..

Jesus Christ has risen!

Open your Bibles or aps with me to the book of Luke chapter 24- if you do not have a Bible with you this morning there is one in the pew rack in front of you. Luke chapter 24- Luke is the 3rd book on the New Testament – Matthew- Mark then Luke- Luke 24 and when you get there let me know by saying----- He is Risen
Thank you Amen---

Good Friday was all about the Cross- and the seven sayings of Christ before he died.
Well this morning is all about the empty tomb- because by definition the empty tomb according the Scriptures means Resurrection Sunday. It means that Jesus is alive!
And today we come together with millions of millions of people to celebrate the greatness of Easter. I love Easter – Because just like those folks who were baptized today- Easter has a special place in our hearts because we were baptized on Easter Morning and God continues to show others through us of the resurrecting power of life that He gives. 

He is the one who gives us victory! Because the Glory of the cross that resurrected life. Our faith rest solely on the events that took place during this weekend over 2000 years ago, the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Billy Graham once said:“If I were an enemy of Christianity, I would aim right at the resurrection because that is the heart of Christianity.”
If you take away the fact that there was a resurrection, you take out our faith in God to be who He says He is and to do what He says He can do. 

Anyone could have been crucified on the Cross after all there were 2 criminals crucified with Jesus. 

But the truth is no one can dispute the empty tomb, the resurrection- our faith, because all the other founders of the faiths have died and their bodies are still in the grave. They did not give their lives as a sacrifice to their people as Jesus did.
Therefore, Easter is not a once in a year thing, the acceptance of Easter (which is the acceptance of the resurrection of Jesus) is an everyday faith in the life of a believer. 

If you are there in the book of Luke, we are going to be reading from chapter 24 beginning with verse 1.

On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they came to the tomb, bringing the spices they had prepared. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb. 3 They went in but did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men stood by them in dazzling clothes. 5 So the women were terrified and bowed down to the ground.

“Why are you looking for the living among the dead?” asked the men. 6 “He is not here, but He has been resurrected! Remember how He spoke to you when He was still in Galilee, 7 saying, ‘The Son of Man must be betrayed into the hands of sinful men, be crucified, and rise on the third day’?” 8 And they remembered His words.

9 Returning from the tomb, they reported all these things to the Eleven and to all the rest. 10 Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them were telling the apostles these things. 11 But these words seemed like nonsense to them, and they did not believe the women. 12 Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. When he stooped to look in, he saw only the linen cloths. So he went home, amazed at what had happened.

13 Now that same day two of them were on their way to a village called Emmaus, which was about seven miles from Jerusalem. 14 Together they were discussing everything that had taken place. 15 And while they were discussing and arguing, Jesus Himself came near and began to walk along with them. 16 But they were prevented from recognizing Him. 17 Then He asked them, “What is this dispute that you’re having with each other as you are walking?” And they stopped walking and looked discouraged.

18 The one named Cleopas answered Him, “Are You the only visitor in Jerusalem who doesn’t know the things that happened there in these days?”

19 “What things?” He asked them.

So they said to Him, “The things concerning Jesus the Nazarene, who was a Prophet powerful in action and speech before God and all the people, 20 and how our chief priests and leaders handed Him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified Him. 21 But we were hoping that He was the One who was about to redeem Israel. Besides all this, it’s the third day since these things happened. 22 Moreover, some women from our group astounded us. They arrived early at the tomb, 23 and when they didn’t find His body, they came and reported that they had seen a vision of angels who said He was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they didn’t see Him.”

25 He said to them, “How unwise and slow you are to believe in your hearts all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Didn’t the Messiah have to suffer these things and enter into His glory?” 27 Then beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, He interpreted 
for them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.

28 They came near the village where they were going, and He gave the impression that He was going farther. 29 But they urged Him: “Stay with us, because it’s almost evening, and now the day is almost over.” So He went in to stay with them.

30 It was as He reclined at the table with them that He took the bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized Him, but He disappeared from their sight. 32 So they said to each other, “Weren’t our hearts ablaze within us while He was talking with us on the road and explaining the Scriptures to us?” 33 That very hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem. They found the Eleven and those with them gathered together, 34 who said, “The Lord has certainly been raised, and has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they began to describe what had happened on the road and how He was made known to them in the breaking of the bread.

36 And as they were saying these things, He Himself stood among them. He said to them, “Peace to you!” 37 But they were startled and terrified and thought they were seeing a ghost. 38 “Why are you troubled?” He asked them. “And why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39 Look at My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself! Touch Me and see, because a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you can see I have.” 40 Having said this, He showed them His hands and feet. 41 But while they still were amazed and unbelieving because of their joy, He asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” 42 So they gave Him a piece of a broiled fish, 43 and He took it and ate in their presence.

44 Then He told them, “These are My words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything written about Me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures. 46 He also said to them, “This is what is written: The Messiah would suffer and rise from the dead the third day, 47 and repentance for forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His name to all the nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 

The Bible gives us the events that took place of the crucifixion and the resurrection. The Bible gives reference to the resurrection in many of the books and verses. In fact, you cannot read any book of the Bible without seeing a reference to Christ’ Birth and or death, resurrection and what it means to us. 
For example, in the book of 1st Cor chapter 15 The Apostle Paul refers to the death and resurrection by writing to the church these words: 

“that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 that He was buried, that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that He appeared to Cephas (SEE -FAS), then to the Twelve. 6 Then He appeared to over 500 brothers at one time; most of them are still alive, but some have fallen asleep.7 Then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles. He also appeared to me”

Now notice with that Paul said that Jesus died- was buried and is resurrected according to the scriptures. Look back at verse 30 Jesus was with the 2 disciples and Then beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, He interpreted for them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.

Then Jesus appeared to the other disciples and in 44 Then He told them, “These are My words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything written about Me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms must be fulfilled.”

The Old Testament is riddled with the birth, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The very scriptures he speaks about is the Old Testament. 

Which brings us to our Big Idea this Easter Morning OUR BIG IDEA IS:
THE RESURRECTION CHANGED EVERYTHING
The resurrection changed everything then and it changes everything now. Do you believe that today?  I am going to share with you two ways how the resurrection changed everything, but first lets see this from the perspective of the people of that day.
Nobody expected Jesus to raise up from the grave. Nobody did. The Religious leaders of the day – expected that once they crucified Jesus that He was Dead and there was no coming back from a crucifixion. No one ever came back alive from being crucified.
It changed everything for the disciples then and it still does for us today!

In the book of Matthew, we find that the religious leaders gathered with Pilate the leader of the Romans in Jerusalem and said to him that Jesus said He would rise in three days so they asked for the tomb to be guarded for fear of His disciples would steal the body. They did not expect Jesus to be alive.
Jesus spent His ministry healing the sick, He healed people with years of disease- He healed the blind, those who were paralyzed, He brought 3 people back from the dead, a widow’s son, a young girl, His friend Lazarus but none of these had been Crucified. 

In fact, we find that even the disciples did not heed Jesus’ words when He took them aside and began to teach them in Mark chapter 8;31 saying to them:

“the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, be killed, and rise after three days.” According to the scriptures Jesus told the disciples many times that He would have to suffer and die. 

On Friday- Jesus is arrested and what happened? The Bible tells us that the disciples scattered- Peter Denies Jesus 3x- at the third time the Bible says he wept bitterly. 

They were there for His execution- they watched Him die and in distress they thought it was over. 

How do we know that? Look back at verse 1:

“On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they came to the tomb bringing spices they had prepared. 

In this day spices were used as a part of anointing the body, the spices offset the smell of the decaying body. The point is that when the women came to anoint the body of Jesus with the spices it shows that they were not expecting nor anticipating Jesus to rise from the Dead. 

They looked in the tomb but did not find Jesus the two angels in verse in v 5- 6 said “why are looking for the living among the dead- He has been resurrected”

If they expected Jesus to be alive, they would not have brought spices for the body and would not have been scared by the angles.

When the women went back to where the disciples had gathered, they did not believe them – so Peter ran to the tomb look at verse 12- it says he left amazed…

NO ONE WAS PREPARED FOR JESUS TO BE ALIVE. I think that many of us today- if Jesus appeared to us right not many would not be ready to accept that He would be standing before us- because I believe unless you have experienced Jesus in your life, you don’t believe that Jesus is alive. We put our trust in Him- but unless He has resurrected our lives- unless we are truly believers- I believe that many would doubt that it was Him.
One day that I saw a man dressed like Jesus in all white with a staff, and I took a double look at him. Many people made mocked Him, made fun of Him, they thought that because he waved at children that he was a pedophile. I remember the day he came to church and sat among the congregation. No one believed it was Jesus, but could it be? Could He have been Jesus? 

When you believe in the resurrection, you can’t help but to question those thoughts. You cannot help but to wonder. After talking with him and hearing his story, he wasn’t Jesus.

You see the resurrection changes everything.

How did the resurrecting change everything?  Let me share with you the three ways that the resurrection changed everything.
First the resurrection proves that Jesus was the Son of God.

That was the question of the New Testament days that often is still the question today. The fact that Jesus Christ died on the cross does not prove that He is God. 

Anyone can claim anything – but until you show the proof that you are what you are claiming is doesn’t mean it is truth. 

When I was in the Army I was an expert shot with my M16 rifle. When I qualified, I qualified expert. To prove that I was an expert, the Army gave me a badge and I had to wear that badge on my uniform. It also became part of my military records. It was my proof of my claim that I was an expert in marksmanship.
Today you can say that you have are a doctor, but without the proper degree from a college and the license it is just a claim.
The point is, a claim without proof is just a claim.

The disciples believed when Jesus was alive that He was the Son of God after all When Jesus asked who do people say I am- Peter answered “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God”

The days following Jesus’ death might have been the darkest days for Jesus’ disciples. The man they had followed, loved, and trusted as the promised Messiah was dead. Though He had spoken about His death and resurrection, they didn’t understand.

They didn’t believe that the death was actually the beginning.
They believed Jesus before the crucifixion.
But now that Jesus is dead—unbelief has come.
You know Jesus had been arrested and standing before the Sanhedrin for questioning and Jesus says to them in Luke 22:69 “from now on the Son of man will be seated at the right hand of the power of God. They all asked; Are you then the Son of God?” 

They interpreted Jesus’ response to be a claim that He was the Son of God. 

Remember a claim without proof is just a claim.

BUT A CLAIM WITH PROOF EQUALS THE TRUTH. 

Jesus proved His deity by fulfilling the prophecies of His death and by His return from the dead. The Bible tells us that "by being raised from the dead [Christ] was proved to be the mighty Son of God, with the holy nature of God Himself" (Romans 1:4).
Claim + proof = truth.

The disciples did not believe that Jesus would be raised from the dead but the first thing Jesus did was go to the disciples:

Look at verse 31 with me: Jesus was with the two disciples and the Bible tells us:
It was as He reclined at the table with them that He took the bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened, these 2 realized at that moment that is was Jesus. They immediately went back 7 miles in the dark to tell the others.
Then notice with me in verse 36- the disciples did not believe that is was Jesus as He stood before them:

He said to them, “Peace to you!” 37 But they were startled and terrified and thought they were seeing a ghost. 38 “Why are you troubled?” He asked them. “And why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39 Look at My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself! Touch Me and see, because a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you can see I have.” 40 Having said this, He showed them His hands and feet. 

The book of John begins with: In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God, He was with God in the Beginning. John goes on to say that the Word is the “one and only Son from the Father.”
John 3:16 tells us that “God so loved the world in this way He gave His one and only Son.” 
You see the Bible makes the Claim that Jesus is the Son of God and the proof of it is that He defeated Death and rose again. 

After Jesus was resurrected and appeared to the most of the disciples- there was one hold out- Thomas- He is nicknamed doubting Thomas- I believe he gets a bad rap because I believe that the disciples told him that Jesus appeared to them - after knowing that Jesus was crucified- and no one had ever come back alive from this type of execution- The disciples tell Him of Jesus and He says if  I don’t see it my self-  “If I don’t see the mark of the nails in His hands, put my finger into the mark of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will never believe!”

The Scripture tells us 8 days later Then Jesus comes to Thomas and says “Put your finger here and observe My hands. Reach out your hand and put it into My side. Don’t be an unbeliever, but a believer.”

The disciples Claimed that Jesus was alive to Thomas - the proof was Jesus appearing to Thomas and showing Him the holes in His body-

The Truth -  Thomas responded to Him, “My Lord and my God!”- My Lord- My God. 

Claim+ proof= truth.
The stone wasn’t rolled away from the door to permit Christ to come out, but to enable the disciples to go in, to understand that He was risen.
What proof do you need to call out to Jesus - My Lord My God, what proof do you need? We are here celebrating the resurrected Jesus. 
The resurrection proves that Jesus is the Son of God.
Secondly the Resurrection provides the forgiveness of sin.
Look at verse 46 and 47 with me:

He also said to them, “This is what is written: The Messiah would suffer and rise from the dead the third day, 47 and repentance for forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His name to all the nations, beginning at Jerusalem.

In 1 Corinthians 15, Paul declares that Christianity rises and falls on the bodily resurrection of Jesus from the dead. In verse 19, he says that if there is no resurrection of Christ from the dead, then Christians “are of all people most to be pitied.” Why does he say that? Well he lists several reasons, none of which is more significant that what he writes in verse 17: “If Christ is not raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins.”
If Christ was not raised from the dead, Paul says, then the most basic need of our hearts cannot be met. If God counts our sins against us—and we have all sinned—The Bible points out to us that “all have sinned and fallen short of the Glory of God” So if God counts our sins against us then there is no point in hoping for anything else from God. you see: Forgiveness of our sin is the foundation of our hope.

The Bible tells us 1 Peter 3:18 tells us “For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, that He might bring you to God”

You see when Christ went to the cross for the forgiveness of sin, not just for the sin of the one thief next to Him, or for His disciples or those of that time, but for all people.  He Suffered on the cross once for all sin, for all time. For your sin and for mine, so that HE would bring us back to God.

What does this mean to you? Does it mean that through Jesus Christ today you will be released from the fear death which Satan keeps you in? Does it mean you become released and forgiven from the sin which binds you? Romans chapter 6:9-11 tells us:

9We know that Christ, having been raised from the dead, will not die again. Death no longer rules over Him.10 For in light of the fact that He died, He died to sin once for all; but in light of the fact that He lives, He lives to God. 11 So, you too consider yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. Amen?

If you submit your trust in Jesus today--- you will die a physical death- but you will be resurrected through Christ and made alive spiritually to God.
FOLKS, THE RESURRECTION CHANGES EVERYTHING 

It proves without a shadow of doubt that Jesus is the Son of God.

The Resurrection also provides the forgiveness of sin.

Its what Easter is all about… 
All you have to do is listen to the words of Jesus as He said the Disciples

Remember what Jesus said to Thomas?
Don’t be an unbeliever, but a believer.” Do you believe that Jesus is the Son of God?
Do you believe that His death and resurrection was for the purpose of providing a way to cleanse of our sin and reunite us to the Father? 

Jesus said in John 11:25-26 “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me, though he may die, he shall live. And whoever lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?”
Jesus didn’t say “I am finished” He said “IT IS FINISHED” He was just getting started.
Invitation
