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Father’s Day

1st Timothy 6:11 -16        2nd Timothy 3:17

MAN OF GOD

SERMON

Prayer:

Open your bibles with me to the book of 1st Timothy, 1st Timothy Chapter 6, when you get there let me by saying amen.

In the last several weeks we have been from Memorial Day to Mothers day and here we are on Fathers day. And I want to thank all men for what they do. Not just at home, but what you do at the church. Being a dad is more than DNA- it is more than living at the same house with another person, being a dad is someone who loves others whether related to them or not- You’re the one who helps through thick and thin, the one who gives good advice even if they won’t take it, and sometimes the one who fails to measure up. 

But now more than ever we need men in the church - to be fathers to the fatherless- Men to be the strength to those who are without strength, Men to be the witness in the lives to those who have no witness. Men to love when others have they no one else loving them.  You see for a Christian man- a father is more than DNA, it is the love of Christ in our lives. Guys never forget that.
Several years ago I was introduced to a man, he was called by God to reach the city of Saint Louis. He began reaching out to people and started his ministry called Project Saint Louis- Brother Ron Hanes became a close friend of mine as well as a mentor; He would go into the neighborhoods of Saint Louis to minister to the people. He worked with several young local Christian artists- mentoring, developing and disciplining them. He brought music and food to the neighborhoods then spent time sharing the Gospel, knowing that the only way to transform the hood is through the blood of Christ. In Oct of 2011 he was admitted into the hospital, He was on his way to a Church meeting and physically could not get out of his car, his wife Ruby took him directly to the Emergency Room. It was there where he quickly flat lined three times. The Doctors found out he had been in critical condition before he ever got to the hospital. He had an operation replacing a badly broken-down valve in his heart. A day went by, 2 days and a week had gone by and he had not awakened from his surgery. 

I was there visiting the family when a young woman walked in the room, she walked straight up to him and said in his ear “man of God, wake up, you have work to do. There are people that are in need of you, you have work to do. MAN OF GOD WAKE UP”   

I’ve often thought about that day and what that lady said to him. That term man of God: There is an honor that comes with being called a man of God.
In the New Testament the Apostle Paul gives that title to Timothy- “MAN OF GOD”, in fact in the New Testament there is only 3 occurrences of this title, and two are in the Letters to Timothy from Paul and the other is in 2 Peter chap 1 V 21. Although this term is uncommon in the New Testament, it is common in the Old Testament where it is used some 70 times. Moses was the first to be called a MAN OF GOD in Deuteronomy chap 33 and again in 1 Chronicles 23:14 and Ezra 3:2.
In the OT the Man of God was used as a term to describe an angelic messenger- one who came in the form of a man to deliver the message of God. The OT also speaks about anyone who was a prophet of God was God’s Man.

And the term "the man of God" was always used in reference to one who represented God by speaking in God's behalf, speaking God's truth.  It was used by prophets sent from God in 1 Kings Chapter 12. The term was used to describe a prophet who spoke to Eli, the high priest predicting the Judgment on Eli’s family. Elijah is called the man of God in 1 Kings 17:18  and Elisha in 2 Kings 4 and David was called Man of God.

All of the uses in the Old Testament reflect someone who uniquely represents God by speaking the Word of God.  The sum of all those uses gives us a clear definition, a clear meaning of the term “MAN OF GOD” simply put-

 A Man of God is a messenger who is sent by God to speak for God.  X2
When Timothy is called the "man of God," it is a reflection of his calling, his ordination and his responsibility to speak the truth of God. 

And in 2nd Timothy 3:16 as Paul writes to Timothy he uses a broader since of the meaning to include those called to the gospel of Jesus Christ. Paul says :
“All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, Verse 17 

17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work”.  
 What Paul is saying here is that all Scripture is given by inspiration of God for the purpose of perfecting the Man of God.  
That is focusing primarily on the one who is the spokesmen for God.  Obviously, the Word of God will perfect all believers, for everyone here today Men, Women, and Children, but here Paul’s particular focus is the man of God.
But in this context, we can understand that in these verses that the term man of God is given to any man who is perfected by the Word and is called to proclaim the Word. 
Therefore, all of us men who are called by God, set apart to proclaim His Word, to be preachers, teachers and proclaimers are to be men of God.

That brings us to our big Idea today
Our Big Idea is: ALL MEN SHOULD ASPIRE TO BE CALLED A MAN OF GOD.

There is no doubt about it ---WE NEED THE MEN OF GOD TODAY TO WAKE UP,  Because there is work to do…

All Christ centered Men should want to called Men of God.

As Christ centered believers- those of us who confess with our mouths that Jesus is Lord and believe in our hearts that God raised him from the dead are believers- men, if you have done that, then you HAVE BEEN given the command to proclaim the Gospel until Jesus returns, therefore you are a man of God. 
On this Fathers Day morning let’s explore what a man of God looks like.
If you are there in 1st Timothy Chapter 6, read with me beginning with verse 11. It begins like this: 
 But you, man of God, run from these things, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, and gentleness.

12 Fight the good fight for the faith; take hold of eternal life that you were called to and have made a good confession about in the presence of many witnesses.

13 In the presence of God, who gives life to all, and of Christ Jesus, who gave a good confession before Pontius Pilate, I charge you 14 to keep the command without fault or failure until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 15 God will bring this about in His own time. He is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings, and the Lord of lords,

16 the only One who has immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light; no one has seen or can see Him, to Him be honor and eternal might.

Amen.
Paul’s words to Timothy THEN: THEY STILL stand today of how a man of God should be known. What an incredible description of the MAN OF GOD----The apostle Paul’s words should be used as the measuring stick as the Character of a man of God--- THUS--- The Apostle Paul points out to us four marks of a Man of God.
In fact, these are four marks of all Christians. 
The first a man of God is known by what he flees from- Look at verse 11- “But as for you, O man of God, flee these things”.

The Greek word for Flee is PHEUGO (FEW-GO) this is where we derive the word fugitive- it is always in the present tense- is it is a continuing action; a continual action being commanded.  It means to keep fleeing – to keep running- to run away from danger-we are men on the run-Running relentlessly- all the time.  Those of us who have chosen to follow Christ have an obligation to Him. We are running from things that keep us away from Christ. 
Look back in the previous verses 9- 
Paul says we are to flee from

 But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction
Temptation whether it is money or other material things – the temptation of it all can snare us like wild animals.
Let me make this clear: money does not destroy you the love of money destroys you. The Love of it makes people wander away from the faith. So we are to run from the things that are a temptation, that lead us into a snare, that take us into many senseless and harmful desires that plunge into destruction. 

Paul tells us in 1 Timothy 1:4 do not “devote themselves to myths and endless genealogies, which promote speculations rather than the stewardship from God that is by faith”. 
Another words run away from false religion, philosophies and false teachers, and depraved people who corrupt the truth- run away from the things that seem that are false and want to take you away from God.

Listen if something is tempting (putting you in danger) to take your time away from God, from Church, from the fellowship – taking you from the fellowship of God, the fellowship of Church, the fellowship of believers- we need to be running away from it.

 In chapter 4 verse 7 Paul goes on instructing us  7 Have nothing to do with irreverent, silly myths.  We are always running from error- from that which is not the truth. 2 Timothy 2:22 tells us to flee from our youthful passions. First Corinthians 6:18 warns all of us, "Flee sexual sin, flee fornication." First Corinthians 10:14 warns all of us, "Flee idolatry."
We are to turn and run away - from all the false teacher represents, the pride, the misguided thinking, the greed. We must flee from these things.
But God never calls us to give up something without instructing us to embrace its alternative. We are told to put off the old nature and put on the new (Eph. 4:22–24)

 that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, 23 and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 24 and that you put on the new man which was created according to God, in true righteousness and holiness.

First -A man of God is known by and knows what what he Flees from

Second -a man of God is known for -by what he follows after. By what he follows after
He is not just known by what he flees from, but he is known for what he follows after- we are running away, but at the same time we are running towards something. Look again with me at verse 11

But as for you, O man of God, flee these things. Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness. KJV WORD FOLLOW
WE are always running away from the danger and running towards something else, we are fugitives of evil, running from evil and running fast towards all that is God’s righteous. This is not a sprint to the finish line it is a lifelong pursuit.

The word Pursue means to follow in order to catch, to seek to attain. I have a used state patrol motorcycle, and when test drove it,  I asked what did the P in red meant, well they had to go ask and the P in red means. It means Pursuit- when I look down in and see that red P for me it is a reminder that I will always be in pursuit.
 We are to follow and seek – we are to pursue after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness. These are character traits of the Man of God. If you notice these are part of the fruit of the spirit that we are suppose to be running towards.
Listen to what Proverbs 15:9 tells us The Lord detests the way of the wicked,
but He loves the one who pursues righteousness.
  The Lord loves those who pursue Him.

Notice with me that Paul uses six words in our text to show us what to run after: righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness.
Righteousness –is doing what is right on the outside- we are to pursue the right conduct- Godliness-is right on the inside – that’s motivation, the heart – the Holy Spirit conviction 

Faith-is the confidence in God’s trust for everything. You literally put your life and ministry into His hands, and you trust God with that.  
When it comes to faith a Man of God, he is known that his trust in God is unshakeable. He's known because he is confident in God for everything. He's known as being loyal to the Lord, unswerving confidence in God's power, God's Word, God's purpose, God's plan, God's promise. 

Then there is Love- the man God is marked by love –  He loves the Lord his God with all his heart, soul, mind and strength, or desires to do so, desires to love all who are around him. He is a lover of God devoted to the Lord, committed to self-sacrificing service on behalf of the Lord to people. He loves men in the sense that he gives his life away to them. The love of God is his motivator. 
His devotion is found in the first and second commandment that Jesus gave: love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your Soul and with all your Mind- then to love your neighbor as yourself. (Matt 22:37-39)

Remember what I said at the beginning of the our teaching Men of God need to be fathers to the fatherless- to be strength to those who are without strength, to be the witness in the lives to those who have no witness. To love when others who have no one else to love them.  

Lastly Paul says we are to have steadfastness and gentleness- Perseverance has to do with steadfastness – the Greek it means to remain under- to stay under- A man of God has an ability to endure. A Man of God has an ability to hang in there, to be under the burden of it, under the weight of it, under the power of it, under the disappointment of it. And it's not passive situation, it's victorious kind of endurance. It's an unswerving loyalty to the Lord, the people, the truth. The man of God has this amazing resilience, HE hangs in there. And it can be good, it can be bad, it can be up, it can be down. It can be disappointing or affirming. It can be heartbreaking or triumphant. A man of God Endures it all.
 2 Corinthians 5:9  Paul says, " whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to be pleasing to Him” 
My goal, my driving desire is to please God. That's what I am running after. I can't be running after success, a bigger church, more notoriety, bigger fame. I have to be running after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, perseverance and gentleness.
1.A man of God is known by what he Flees from

2. What he is follows after

And third a man of God is known by what he fights for, take a look at V12

Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called and about which you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.
The man of God is a fighter, He is a boxer, he is soldier ready in battle. Sometimes we have to tell people to flee the sin, other times we have to tell them to fight.- fight the good fight- 
The Apostle Paul says the “He suffers hardship as a good soldier of Christ Jesus”, in the affairs of everyday life- we are engaged in a relentless war. If this church is willing to move forward today we will need men of God ready to fight the battle of the kingdom of darkness, we will be called to guard the truth, to protect the truth, to guard the Church – to protect the church even when it may not be a popular thing.  The Spiritual war does  not wait until you get home to attack you, it doesn’t wait for you to have a great day, the enemy wants to devour you where you are sitting right now.

In Verse 20 of chapter 6 Paul tells Timothy this “Guard the deposit entrusted to you, then in 2nd Timothy chapter 1 verse 13 it says  

“Hold on to the pattern of sound teaching that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 14 Guard, through the Holy Spirit who lives in us, that good thing entrusted to you”. 
Do you know that the first general order of a Army Soldier is: I will guard everything within the limits of my post and quit my post only when properly relieved?
This means that you will stand guard at your post, you won’t give it up, you won’t walk away, you will fight with all your might, until you are properly relieved. We are not properly relieved until one of 2 things happen men- we die and go to heaven- or Jesus Comes back. 

Folks there is a battle out there for the protection of the truth of the Gospel and we have to be fully engaged in that battle. And guarding our post until we are properly relieved
1.A man of God is known by what he Flees from

2. What he is follows after

3. what he fights for 
And fourth a man of God is known by what he is faithful to.

verses 13-14 
13 I charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, 14 14 to keep the command without fault or failure until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 “I charge you in the presence of God” Paul is saying to Timothy I charge you, the word charge is actually COMMAND so He is saying I Command you in the presence of God who gives life to all things. Paul reminds us that it is God that is the life giver and the redeemer of all things- He is the creator- we are the created,

I command you before God who gives life to all things, life to everyone and has given eternal life to you- I charge you in-front of Jesus Christ.

Verse 14 to keep the commandment unstained and free from reproach until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ.

The main focus here comes in verse 14, "That we keep the commandment,"   
What does the commandment mean?  Some people say, "Well, it's the gospel."  Others say it's the teaching in this epistle.  Others say it's the whole of the new covenant.  Folks, simply it is the complete revealed Word of God. This is the commandment of God summed up in a 4 words the Word of God is the revealed truth.  He says to Timothy in verse 14, "Keep it," what does that mean?  Guard it.  Guard it with your life. Don’t let it fall, keep it in your guard until you are properly relived.
What's the point?  The point is this.  You keep the truth and you don't waver on the truth and you have the courage of your convictions and you live it and you keep it and even if they kill you for it, God is watching and God is able to...what?...to raise the dead.  That's the point of being a Man of God.
MAN OF GOD WAKE UP- PEOPLE NEED YOU wake up!
 What a picture of the man of God: 
1. What he Flees from

 2. What he is follows after

3.  What he fights for 

4. What he is faithful to.

