Forgiveness 101
The situation could be anything, a divorce, a death; your best friend stabbed you in the back. Wouldn’t it be great if we just had to seek forgiveness of our sin just from God? 


Christianity is based on forgiveness. This is what “justification by faith” is all about. We could have no life or hope with God at all, if Jesus had not paid the penalty for our sins. “For God so loved the world….(John 3:16)” so that we might go free and our sins forgiven. But, forgiveness is the hardest thing for us to give another. And yet it is at the center of the Lords prayer: “and forgives us our debts,   as we also have forgiven our debtors (Matthew 6:12).”
Have you ever noticed that this subject of forgiveness is the only part of the Lord’s Prayer on which Jesus gives a commentary? Here He draws a parallel between the way we forgive other people and the way God forgives us.

 “For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, but if you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses (Matthew 6:14-15).”

Do you think that forgiving others is important? Do you think forgiveness is important to our way of life? Do you think He is trying to tell us something?

All the other parts of the Lord’s Prayer are important as Jesus provided it to be a model for prayer to our heavenly Father. But do you think Jesus knew we would always struggle with forgiveness? After all He knows our weaknesses. So he tells us just how important forgiveness is. God is not saying that forgiveness is a one-way street. That He forgives us and that is the end. What He tells us is, forgiveness is a two way street involving God’s forgiveness of our sins, our trespasses, our debts; and our forgiveness of others for their sins, their trespasses and their debts against us. This is not only what Jesus was teaching His disciples, but what He is teaching us today. I believe Jesus is teaching those who give forgiveness receive forgiveness. The question is: will you be one who receives forgiveness?

This week I want to challenge you to forgive. Pray that God will give you a forgiving heart. Ask Him to help you with this problem and to guide you this week. Is there someone that you have never forgiven? Search for them and extend your forgiveness to them. You may be surprised at the response.
