Forgiveness
All I want for Christmas is a brand new cheek! Jesus is all about forgiveness of people’s sins, that’s why His Father sent him to earth. Christmas is fast approaching and I see it as a time of hope and forgiveness. We must forgive others that have hurt us “If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also” (Matthew 5:39) NIV. When we forgive and receive forgiveness it gives us renewal “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation, the old has gone the new has come” (2 Corinthians 5:17). Our relationships get refreshed and renewed through forgiveness. 

When it comes to forgiveness we can be pretty stubborn. When we get upset with someone it could take month’s even years before we will even look their way. Asking for forgiveness? Forget it! There are “Christians” in the church that have had feuds going on for so long they have no idea what the problem was from the start. People say things about us, true or not, and we get upset and no longer talk to them. Sometimes people don’t even know why you are mad. What about you do you need forgiveness? Do you need to forgive? Jesus says “For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly father will forgive you. But if you do not forgive men of their sins, your father will not forgive your sins. (Matthew 6:14-15). You see Jesus tells us that we are to forgive everyone who has wronged us or else. He says we will receive God’s forgiveness only when we are willing to forgive others. 
When Jesus is on the cross he gives us two great examples of forgiveness. First he forgives those in front of him “Father forgive them for they do not know what they are doing” (Luke 23:34). Jesus forgave them for mocking and killing him while they were still in action. Then Jesus forgave the thief next to Him saying “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise” (Luke 23:43). With his dying breath Jesus continued to do exactly what he came on this earth to do: “forgive”. In these examples Jesus shows us that no matter what has been said or done to us, we need to forgive. Even with our dying breath we can forgive. 

When you seek out forgiveness or to forgive be prepared for one of two reactions. First, they will welcome us with open arms and it will renew of our relationship and it will be a joyful time.  Secondly, be prepared for them not to receive our requests and that after we have offered them our peace they still will not forgive us. Either way we have done the right thing. The rest is between them and God.
This week I challenge you to seek out someone you may need to “mend the fence” with. It could be family, a friend, a co-worker, another brother or sister in Christ whoever it is seek them out and extend them the example that Jesus extended to so many on the cross. The perfect gift this season is a new cheek. Request one, or give one today!
This week’s study: Forgiveness is required of all Christians.
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