Freedom isn’t Free
On Tuesday, we celebrated Veterans Day. On Veterans Day, we pay tribute to the service and sacrifice of the men and women who in defense of our freedom have bravely worn the uniform of the United States.  Originally called Armistice Day, it began as a commemoration of the ending of World War I on 11 November 1918. After World War II the day was recognized as a day to pay tribute to all service members, and in 1954 it was officially designated as Veterans Day. As we celebrated this day I could not help but think of those who served and died for the freedom of this country, and how we all are changed by their sacrifices. I spoke last Memorial Day about how freedom changes people.  There are three points to this thought.
Freedom demands change. On 7 December 1941 the Japanese bombed the United States at Pearl Harbor. That was one of the great defining moments in our history. This incident propelled America into World War II and changed us forever. In the same way, Jesus demanded change in a man named Saul.  His encounter with the Christ on the Damascus road in Acts 9:1-15 changed him forever. It is the same way with us, when we meet Christ, “therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation, the old has gone, the new has come (2 Corinthians 5:17)”. The Christ Jesus gives us new life, and we are not the same anymore.
Freedom does not guarantee a trouble-free life. “Consider it pure joy my brothers, whenever you face trails of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance (James 1:2-3)”. James doesn’t say if we face trails, but whenever we face them, he knew that we were going to have trials and it is possible to profit from them. The point is not to pretend to be happy when we face pain, but to have a positive outlook (let it be an opportunity for joy), because of what trials can produce in our lives. James tells us to turn our hardships into times of learning; tough times teach us perseverance. America may be the Land of the Free, but with our freedoms come our problems. We have to balance our budget while caring for the poor, we have conflicts about abortion, same-sex marriage and many others, (too many to cover today). Freedom does not guarantee a trouble-free life.
The price of freedom is a personal sacrifice. During the Civil War Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation on January 1, 1863. The proclamation declared "that all persons held as slaves" within the rebellious states "are, and henceforward shall be free." The Proclamation announced the acceptance of black men into the Union Army and Navy, enabling the liberated to become liberators. By the end of the war, almost 200,000 black soldiers and sailors had fought for the Union and their personal freedom. These soldiers fought for freedom: for their personal freedom. They fought for the freedom of never being whipped by the masters again, freedom from being sold, from their families being split apart, freedom for their people. The price of freedom is a personal sacrifice 

I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. So if the Son sets you free you will be free indeed (John 8:34-36).
Jesus Christ made a personal sacrifice to set each and everyone of us free. Christ died for the sins of all mankind and through that death we have a bridge from us to God. So we can dwell in heaven with God for eternity. 

This week, thank a veteran for their service and sacrifice that they made to this country. 
Our country is forever indebted to our veterans for their quiet courage and exemplary service. We also remember and honor those who laid down their lives in freedom's defense. These brave men and women made the ultimate sacrifice for our benefit. On Veterans Day, we remember these heroes for their valor, their loyalty, and their dedication. Their selfless sacrifices continue to inspire us today as we work to advance peace and extend freedom around the world.  (Official Proclamation, President George W. Bush)
Daily thank Jesus Christ for the sacrifice he made so we can have a relationship with the father.
