God so loved that we…
Have you ever felt like God has sent someone into your life to test the way that you love Him? Maybe a better way to look at it is God sends people for us to love which shows that we love God. Do not misunderstand me; I am not saying that you have to prove your love to God. God is love and all love comes from God. If we have been created in the image of God then we have the ability to love. When we show love to others they see Christ in us; when we show love, others can see that we love God. That is how our love for others proves our love for God. Now the question comes: just how we should love others? 

I like how the Apostle John talks about love in the scriptures. He rarely talks about the love of God without commanding us to love one another in exactly the same way that God has loved us. God does not leave it up to the free will of man; He tells us exactly how to love one another. Let’s look at two verses that go together. 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life (John 3:16).”
 “This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers 

(1 John 3:16).” 

The first many of you know by heart. This is very straight forward, God loves us so much that He sent His son to die for our sins therefore believing in Him we can receive eternal life. 

Now look at the second verse. We see that that Jesus laying down His life is love, and John tells us that for love we should do the same as Christ; we should also lay down our lives for our brothers. Consider your relationship with your spouse, your children, your grandchildren, your co-workers, your groupies, your friends, or the people in your church. This does not mean to jump off a bridge to show you love them. But, if the situation presented itself; that you could save your brothers life by dying yourself; Would you love them as Christ loved you? It is a very difficult question to answer. 

The answer may be that we all should die a little everyday for the people around us. We should give of our time, efforts, money and even health to our brothers, sister’s strangers and neighbors. 

This week I want you to “die a little” use your time, money, efforts, or resources for someone whom God has put in your path. You may need to pray for God to open your eyes to the needs of someone you pass everyday.  Prove your love for God in the way you love another. 
That is Love.

