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Prayer: 

Welcome everyone to our Good Friday Service. It is on this evening that we come together to remember, to commemorate the passion, the suffering and the death on the cross of our Lord Christ Jesus. TONIGHT, WE FOCUS ON THE CROSS. 
The Apostle Paul said to the Church in Corinth that “we preach Christ Crucified” 1 Cor 1:23.
Billy Graham said; This is the focal point of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
It is through the Road of the Cross that we can find victory and Salvation. Christian Theology, Christian faith begins at the Cross. Although Christians today live in the reality of the resurrected Christ- the pain of the scourging, the pain of the nails that pierced His skin- and the pain of death was needed to be accomplished before the tomb could ever receive the body and before the tomb could ever become empty. Amen? 
Let’s begin, Open your Bibles with me this evening to the book of Luke chapter 22, Luke chapter 22.
When you get there let me know by saying amen..
Sunday was Palm Sunday and Palm Sunday is all about the obedience of Jesus to the Father by entering into the city of Jerusalem were Jesus would be tried, sentenced and begin to carry His own cross to up His death on the hill of Golgotha.

I have to tell you tonight that Jesus did not come to meet our expectations- He came for something bigger- He came to meet our sin problem. He came to rectify the sin that separates God from His people. He came to have victory over death.
The Bible tells us that the wages of Sin is death- The Cross that Jesus carried eventually settled the debt of sin and defeated the spiritual death that comes from sin. That’s why it is important to understand the Road to the cross
In the 22nd chapter of Luke we find that there is the plot to kill Jesus, then during the last Passover meal Jesus eats with His disciples Jesus predicts Peter’s denial and Jesus goes to the Garden of Gethsemane to pray, this is where Judas gives Jesus that famous kiss of betrayal. You may remember that Judas gave in to temptation and sold Jesus out for 30 pieces of Silver, and then they arrested Jesus, and then Peter denies Jesus three time. This is where we pick up the story.

If you are there in the book of Luke begin reading with me from the 22nd chapter verse 63.

I am reading out of the Holman Christian Standard Bible and it begins like this: 
63 The men who were holding Jesus started mocking and beating Him. 64 After blindfolding Him, they kept asking, “Prophesy! Who hit You?” 65 And they were saying many other blasphemous things against Him.

66 When daylight came, the elders of the people, both the chief priests and the scribes, convened and brought Him before their Sanhedrin. 67 They said, “If You are the Messiah, tell us.”

But He said to them, “If I do tell you, you will not believe. 68 And if I ask you, you will not answer. 69 But from now on, the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the Power of God.”

70 They all asked, “Are You, then, the Son of God?”

And He said to them, “You say that I am.”

71 “Why do we need any more testimony,” they said, “since we’ve heard it ourselves from His mouth?”

1 Then their whole assembly rose up and brought Him before Pilate. 2 They began to accuse Him, saying, “We found this man subverting our nation, opposing payment of taxes to Caesar, and saying that He Himself is the Messiah, a King.  So Pilate asked Him, “Are You the King of the Jews?”

He answered him, “You have said it.”

4 Pilate then told the chief priests and the crowds, “I find no grounds for charging this man.”

5 But they kept insisting, “He stirs up the people, teaching throughout all Judea, from Galilee where He started even to here.”

Pilate sends Jesus to Herod so that Herod would handle the situation.

  Herod was very glad to see Jesus; for a long time, he had wanted to see Him because he had heard about Him and was hoping to see some miracle performed by Him. 9 So he kept asking Him questions, but Jesus did not answer him. 10 The chief priests and the scribes stood by, vehemently accusing Him. 11 Then Herod, with his soldiers, treated Him with contempt, mocked Him, dressed Him in a brilliant robe, and sent Him back to Pilate. 

13 Pilate called together the chief priests, the leaders, and the people, 14 and said to them, “You have brought me this man as one who subverts the people. But in fact, after examining Him in your presence, I have found no grounds to charge this man with those things you accuse Him of. 15 Neither has Herod, because he sent Him back to us. Clearly, He has done nothing to deserve death. 16 Therefore, I will have Him whipped and then release Him.” [17 For according to the festival he had to release someone to them.]

18 Then they all cried out together, “Take this man away! Release Barabbas to us!” 19 (He had been thrown into prison for a rebellion that had taken place in the city, and for murder.)

20 Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, addressed them again, 21 but they kept shouting, “Crucify! Crucify Him!”

22 A third time he said to them, “Why? What has this man done wrong? I have found in Him no grounds for the death penalty. Therefore, I will have Him whipped and then release Him.”

23 But they kept up the pressure, demanding with loud voices that He be crucified. And their voices won out.24 So Pilate decided to grant their demand 25 and released the one they were asking for, who had been thrown into prison for rebellion and murder. But he handed Jesus over to their will.

26 As they led Him away, they seized Simon, a Cyrenian, (SIR-EEN-EAN) who was coming in from the country, and laid the cross on him to carry behind Jesus. 27 A large crowd of people followed Him, including women who were mourning and lamenting Him. 28 But turning to them, Jesus said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for Me, but weep for yourselves and your children. 29 Look, the days are coming when they will say, ‘The women without children, the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed, are fortunate!’ 30 Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us!’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us!’ 31 For if they do these things when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?”

32 Two others—criminals—were also led away to be executed with Him. 33 When they arrived at the place called The Skull, they crucified Him there, along with the criminals, one on the right and one on the left. 34 Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, because they do not know what they are doing.”] And they divided His clothes and cast lots.

35 The people stood watching, and even the leaders kept scoffing: “He saved others; let Him save Himself if this is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One!” 36 The soldiers also mocked Him. They came offering Him sour wine37 and said, “If You are the King of the Jews, save Yourself!”

38 An inscription was above Him:

THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.

39 Then one of the criminals hanging there began to yell insults at Him: “Aren’t You the Messiah? Save Yourself and us!”

40 But the other answered, rebuking him: “Don’t you even fear God, since you are undergoing the same punishment? 41 We are punished justly, because we’re getting back what we deserve for the things we did, but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when You come into Your kingdom!”

43 And He said to him, “I assure you: Today you will be with Me in paradise.”

44 It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three, 45 because the sun’s light failed. The curtain of the sanctuary was split down the middle. 46 And Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into Your hands I entrust My spirit.” Saying this, He breathed His last.

47 When the centurion saw what happened, he began to glorify God, saying, “This man really was righteous!”48 All the crowds that had gathered for this spectacle, when they saw what had taken place, went home, striking their chests. 49 But all who knew Him, including the women who had followed Him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things.

There you have it. These are events that took place to crucify Jesus as told by God’s Holy Word. 

You know it is interesting to me the level of deceit, the level hate, the level of planning that it took to get Jesus to the cross.
Yes, Jesus went willingly like a lamb to the slaughter, Yes, He was the final blood sacrifice, but what it took for Him to get there through the hands of mankind, is nothing less than sin. The Bible teaches us that the Road to the cross is the means to the everlasting life. 
Which brings us to our Big Idea this Good Friday.
The Big Idea is:

The Road for Jesus- is the Road for us.
In the book of Matthew 7:14 

How narrow is the gate and difficult the road that leads to life, and few find it.
Listen folks people have a problem with the Christianity of the Cross- it is offensive to those who don’t know Jesus to those who rebel against God the cross is offensive, yet it is also sign of suffering, and torment to those of us who know Jesus.
But we fail to realize is that the cross was and still is today a sign of punishment You see; a Crucifixion was often performed in order to terrorize people from being criminals and to prevent people from rising up against Rome. These people would be tied or nailed to a cross and often left on display after death as warnings to others. Crucifixion was usually intended to provide a death that was particularly slow, painful, gruesome, humiliating, and very public.
For example, Spartacus in 73 BC led a band of rebellious slaves against Rome, Rome eventually crushed the rebellion and as they did, they Crucified some 6000 of Spartacus’s followers along the road leading to Rome as a deterrent to others rising against Rome.

Pontus Pilate and other religious leaders screamed for the death of Jesus at the hands of the Romans because they knew that it would require a crucifixion. The specific acquisitions against Jesus required a death penalty under Jewish law. The importance of the crucifixion was to deter others from following Jesus.

Look at verse 20 “but they kept shouting “Crucify, Crucify Him” 
V23 “but they kept up the pressure, demanding with loud voices that He be crucified”
But they did not realize that the death on the cross becomes a road that leads to life. That the cross would become a symbol for all those who put their faith in Jesus.
The road to the cross was not an Easy Road for Jesus and the Road to the cross for us is not an easy road. 

According the scripture the road to the cross is defined in these moments:

1. It was God’s will.
2. Two of the disciples betrayed Jesus.

3. It came through some 40 hours of beating, scourging and whipping the physical body of Jesus.

The Bible says that through His stripes we are healed.

4. It came through torment – as the guards spit in Jesus face, stripped him and placed a crown of thorns on His head.
5. It came through the pain, the exhaustion and the death of Jesus.

6. It came through carrying the weight of forgiveness. 

These are all things that we go through as we look to the cross. As we carry our own cross in today’s life.
As we follow Gods Will for our lives there will be times that you might feel betrayed by others, you may feel like life has beaten you down, you may feel tormented by others, you might feel the pain, exhaustion, you will also feel the weight of forgiveness but in the end there comes Life and Life everlasting this is the hope that we have tonight.

Jesus said that as followers of Him that we must each day pick up our own cross and follow Him.
This evening let me share with you some important facts about the cross;

Three facts of the Cross:

1. The Cross is Heavy

During this time of History and of the Crucifixion of Jesus the average height of a male was estimated at 5ft. When the soldiers put the sponge to Jesus mouth they used the reed of Hyssop which was about 2ft long. Therefore, we can safely estimate the Cross from 7-10 ft tall.

The cross beam itself is estimated to be about 6 feet long, so that the arms could be stretched into position and nailed into place.
The cross weighed approximately 300 lbs. The Cross bar was about 100 lbs itself.
The cross needed to be heavy enough for Jesus to carry the weight of the worlds sins.

In 2 Cor 5:21-The Bible tells us that: 

“He made the One who did not know sin to be sin for us, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”

We find that after the 40 hours of beating, trail, scourging that Jesus was too weak to carry the cross by Himself, therefore the scripture tell us that another was selected to carry the cross for Jesus.
The Cross had to be heavy enough to hold God and the sins of the world. 

This afternoon we carried our cross, similar in design, similar in size, the men and women carried the cross down the Road.
Although our cross is built with a lighter wood, the cross is still heavy.

In our own lives, we carry the weight of the world, don’t we? We carry the burdens of our own sins, disappointments of others, difficulties of this life, and life itself. This is part of the Road to the cross that we carry. Life is full of potholes, pitfalls and dirt roads, life trips us up causes us to stumble- often causing us to bleed,  but when the road to the cross seems endless- when it seems unrelenting Jesus gives us Hope as He said:

“Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”
Yes the cross that we bear each day is heavy- but because of the road that Jesus had taken to the cross- we have can have hope in carrying our own cross on the road to life.
#1 The cross is heavy
2. The Cross is difficult (the Road)

The reason we find that another had to carry the cross for Jesus is because He fell with three times, the events that took place before His crucifixion left him battered and bloody.

The scripture in Matthew says that the road is difficult that leads to life. It is not easy. 
Jesus had to bear the difficult road- even at the point of death on the cross Jesus dealt with ridicule, disappointment, a criminals death for the Savior of the World:

Look at verse 32 with me Two others—criminals—were also led away to be executed with Him. 33 When they arrived at the place called The Skull, they crucified Him there, along with the criminals, one on the right and one on the left. 

[34 Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, because they do not know what they are doing.”] And they divided His clothes and cast lots.

35 The people stood watching, and even the leaders kept scoffing: “He saved others; let Him save Himself if this is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One!” 36 The soldiers also mocked Him. They came offering Him sour wine37 and said, “If You are the King of the Jews, save Yourself!”

38 An inscription was above Him:

THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.

39 Then one of the criminals hanging there began to yell insults at Him: “Aren’t You the Messiah? Save Yourself and us!”

The place called the skull was not just a few doors down the road- according to some scholars they say that it might have taken an hour to an hour and half to get from the city of Jerusalem to where the crucifixion had taken place. In the city, some roads may have been coble stone others dirt- the journey was difficult. We don’t think of the journey that Jesus took, we look at ours and wonder why me.. think about it…
The Crucifixion was a sign of a criminal’s death.

Jesus was crucified on the cross with criminals.

The Roman Soldiers striped Jesus and gambled for His Clothing.

The religious leaders scoffed Jesus.
The Roman Soldiers were dishonoring Jesus. 

One of the thieves mocked Jesus.

The road to the cross was long and difficult for Jesus – and Jesus says that it is also difficult for us.

Jesus said in Matthew 16:14 He says, "If any man would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me." Again in Mark 8: 34 Jesus says, "If any man would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me." And in Luke 9:23-27 and again in Luke 14:25-27, he says the same thing. This theme of a "rough road" is repeated again, again and again in the gospels.

What is Jesus telling us? That life will not be easy as we follow HIM. Don’t look for a life of roses, don’t look for the easy way out, but look for the narrow and difficult road. Carry your cross give your life for me, be ready for those who will pose against you, be ready for those who will ridicule you, be ready for those who are calling for your life, be ready to step out of your comfort zone, be ready to stand for Christ in the midst of death. Be ready because the road is difficult. 

It is this day that I am reminded of the picture of the Christians lined up on a beach in the middle east on their knees, with black hoods over their faces as they were beheaded because they would not renounce Jesus as their Savior- I am reminded of the story of the young Muslim girl 17 years old. Who gave her heart to Jesus Christ right here in Dearborn- she worshiped in secrecy- in fear of what her family would do. They found out she was a Christian and the family disowned her, they beat her -threw her out of their home with nothing, they ridiculed her- considered her dead to the family. She lost everything for the sake of life. 
Or the young lady whose family stoned her to death for being a Christian. 

The Road is difficult is not easy- but the Road is worth it.

The road of the cross is not about a perfect life- It is about knowing that we are sinners saved by the grace of God- that comes to anyone as a free gift. For me, part of the gift that God has given me is a road to the cross that leads to life- 
WE ARE ALL HYPOCRITES SAVED BY GRACE!

1st The cross is heavy – but Jesus said He will help me carry it. 

2nd The road to the cross is difficult to maneuver but by Grace God, Jesus leads the way.
3. The Cross leads to paradise
Look with me what Jesus says to the one thief who spoke up for Jesus v40 – But the other answered, rebuking him: “Don’t you even fear God, since you are undergoing the same punishment? 41 We are punished justly, because we’re getting back what we deserve for the things we did, (notice with me that death is what the thief says he deserves – we all deserve death- “the wages of sin is death”- but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when You come into Your kingdom!”

43 And He said to him, “I assure you: Today you will be with Me in paradise.”

 (the word paradise v43 is defined as the origin from where Jesus came)

In other words, Jesus is saying today you will be with me in the place that I came from. 
I don’t know about you but that excites me!
When I was a kid, we would ask others were do you come from and we would tell them what school we were in or the part of the city that  you are from, I still say today that I am from beecher,  because that is what really defined who you were.

We define paradise with beaches, warm weather, the tropics, beautiful clear blue oceans.
We don’t define paradise as a monsoon- or a snow storm because they are the opposite of our what we think of. But our definition of paradise as Christians should be the one place that Jesus is from and where He is right now. 

1st Peter 3:18 For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, that He might bring you to God, after being put to death in the fleshly realm but made alive in the spiritual realm.
What Peter is telling us is that if we take the road of the cross that through Christ Jesus, He brings us to God- to where God is. TO where Jesus is from.

The Word of God assures us of this Paradise as Jesus said: 

“In My Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you?”

Heaven- we are assured of this through the promises of the Word of God. It is where the Road comes to an end and it is where true paradise begins. You see the cross is the vehicle which is used to get to there.
The Road to the cross is the Door to Paradise. 
The cross is Heavy

The Cross is difficult 

The Cross leads to paradise 
Good Friday is the Road that leads to Resurrection Sunday.
Invitation.
