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I LOVE MY CHURCH 
Scripture: EPHESIANS 5:23-26
Prayer
Good morning again it is great to be with you in the house of the Lord this morning, Amen –

As a pastor I often ask myself; Do people love the church? I know that many people say that they love the church, but do their actions support their claim?  
I read about this 97-pound dog named Marley. The story said that Marley was the worst dog ever. Can you imagine that? He crashed through screen doors, he would go berserk during thunderstorms, he destroyed everything in his path. He would take food from the table, He slobbered in everywhere, he drank from the toilet, ate bath towels, sponges, used tissue, plastic toys, furniture, shoes, speaker covers, paychecks even gold necklaces. Marley was incurable – and yet he was utterly loved. 

How could a master love a dog like that? A dog that had so many faults and bad qualities? 

The reason: although Marley had some bad qualities – He also had some good ones. 

And you know the church is the same way. We can point out our faults with any church. We can complain about how decisions are made that we don’t agree with. We can talk about how people frustrate us. We can obsess about things we have a problem with- but despite all that – despite all the bumps, bruises, and faults the church is supposed to be something that we love.

I will be the first to admit that this church is not perfect, we have some things that happen and don’t go the way we anticipate sometimes and there will always be people who think that they can do a better job. But even despite that Jesus loves the Church, I love the church and you too should love the church no matter what. 

The fact of the matter is Jesus teaches us that we are to love and support the church no matter what problems arise. 

So today I want to take a closer look at what this love relationship looks like and how Jesus shows by example how we are to love the Church. So Open your Bibles or your Ap’s with me to the New Testament Book of Ephesians, Ephesians chapter 5. You can the book of Ephesians if you first find 1st and 2nd Corinthians, Galatians then you will find Ephesians, Ephesians Chapter 5.

And when you get there say “AMEN”.
Amen, thank you.

You might find it interesting that the Apostle Paul wrote this letter to the church in Ephesus while he was imprisoned in Rome. Even though he was in prison, Paul had people in the ministry and who reported to him what was going on in the churches. In Chapter 1 Paul says “since I heard of your faith and the love for all the saints”. This tells us that he was getting intel about the church, and with this intel, He also knew of the problems that they were going through and he addresses them in this letter. And the major issue facing the church was prejudiced. The Jewish Christians thought that if the Gentiles wanted to become Christians then they had to become like them Jewish proselytes (converts). And of course, the Gentiles Christians were saying that they did not have to change their culture of who they are to be Christians. So there was this fundamental problem, there was this division of the people, division of culture in the church which separated the people of God and Paul did not want to see two separate churches but rather one unified church.  
So Paul here in chapter 5 begins to teach about how marriage and the Church are alike and how the husband and the wife interact with love and grow together is how the church member is to interact love and grow within Christ’s Church. Paul does a great job of meshing these two together to teach us today what is required of each member of the church. 

Paul deals with the issues for the Churches to better them and often Paul can be hard on the church. 

Well If you are there in chapter 5 let’s begin reading from verse 22 and it begins like this:
22 Wives, submit to your own husbands as to the Lord, 23 for the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church. He is the Savior of the body. 24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so wives are to submit to their husbands in everything. 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave Himself for her 26 to make her holy, cleansing her with the washing of water by the word. 27 He did this to present the church to Himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or anything like that, but holy and blameless. 28 In the same way, husbands are to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For no one ever hates his own flesh but provides and cares for it, just as Christ does for the church, 30 since we are members of His body.

31 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.

32 This mystery is profound, but I am talking about Christ and the church.
I Love verses 31- 32 many sermons have been preached on Father’s Day on verses 22-25 and many times men like to quote certain verses of this scripture to their wives about submitting to them. Paul says that two becoming one flesh is a mystery. Have you ever noticed how people who have been married for a very long time begin to look like one another? Have you ever noticed that? It fascinates me. The features of their faces start to look like the other, but not just that, they begin to think alike and to act like the other, they know what each other are thinking, now sometimes my wife knows that I am planning on turning left and she auto-corrects me to turn right before even before the turn happens – I mean immediately like she knows that I going to turn left… it happens. 
I see it happens to you too. This mystery is profound, isn’t it? Two different mothers and two different fathers yet 20- 30-50 years later we begin to look like and think like and become one another. It is a mystery! 
What I have found is that when you love someone, you start to become like them. Your love then manifests unity in that relationship that makes you become one.
Paul’s point here is just as you become one flesh in marriage – there is also a marriage in Christ that happens, Now the church is repeatedly called the bride and Christ is called the bridegroom, and we then are supposed to become one flesh with Christ in the Church. 

Which brings us to our Big Idea.

The Big Idea is:

YOUR LOVE FOR GOD IS SHOWN BY THE WAY YOU LOVE HIS CHURCH. X2
We are supposed to become one with Christ Jesus-and as we become one with Christ- Our loves and desires fade away and we take on His love and desires. Now I love the church– but it wasn’t always like that- I was the one hesitant to join our first church, I was the one dragging my feet on going to Bible study, but when I found God’s love WOW! I exploded and the who, what, when how, and where it came to the church I was there and I did it, because of my love for God. 

My Love for God is shown by my love for His Church. 

We all have to understand that this church right here in God’s Church. It’s not mine, it's not the associate pastor's church, it’s not the deacons, it's not the trustee's church – look at Paul tells us in verse 22 “for the husband is the head of the wife just as Christ is the head of the church.”
Folks, there is no two ways about it. This is God’s Church. How you love God is manifested in what and who you are in the Church. Its manifested in the church and it is supposed to be that way- How do I know that? Because if we are to be like Christ- then We are to love what Christ Loves and Christ loves the Church.
Now follow along with me, because when you love something this much you cannot help but to take on the characteristics of what you love; therefore the Church then begins to look like, it begins to mirror, to have the same expression of that the love you have for God. The mystery is profound. 

As we grow in Christ we are supposed to look like Him more in our lives and the life of the Church.  
And as the pastor looking towards the future of this church- we desperately need more members who don’t simply love the church but loves the church the way God loves the church. 

SO today I want to share with you THREE ways to love the Church the way God loves the church.
The first way to love the Church the way God loves the church is to give sacrificially.
Verse 23 shows us How God has given His Son to the Church: 
“for the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church. He is the Savior of the body.”

Notice two things, First God has made His Son the head of the Church, and second that He also is the Savior of the Church. What this means to us is that without Christ the church doesn’t exist. 

Folks I want to tell you that The Road Church needs sacrifice from every single member. 
I love the stories in the Old Testament, there are so many truths for example In 1st Chronicles chapter 29 is the story of King David who had a desire in his heart to build a house for God. Isn’t that something? In his heart was this great desire to do something great for God. 
But God, in His sovereign will and purpose, did not want David to build the house. Instead, God wanted David's son, Solomon, to build the house. Now David was still the King of Israel. David could have pouted, he could have sulked, he could have walked away from it and said, ''I won't have anything to do with it.'' You see, David could have said, ''There's nothing in this for me.'' 
Instead, David’s heart as if I can’t physically build it, I will invest in it. I will give my full attention to everything it takes to build the house of God. Now Just Think about this for a moment: In this story, King David knew that He was going to give a house of worship that would benefit someone else. that he was going to give to build a house of worship he would never attend and that He was going to give to build a house of worship that he would not even live to see. 

Had David said, ''What's in for me?'' he wouldn't have given one dime to see that house built. . But David's heart was, ''I want to invest in the work of God any way that I can. I am willing to build a house of worship even if I will never enter into it if it means God can be glorified, the Word can be preached, and other people can be saved.''
 Notice with me His words in Verse 1 David said that “the temple is not for man, but for the Lord God” 
And that is the way that we need to approach the Lord's house right here. It is a house of worship for the Lord, for His glory, His Kingdom, and His purpose to reach the world.  Now we don’t have time to go into all specific details (but read that chapter later this week) but in today's terms, King David gave over 20 Billion Dollars to the project. I don’t care if you were David or President trump that’s a lot of money. But that is not what impresses me, what impresses me and should you; is why David gave this exuberant amount of money. And verse 3 gives us the insight He Said “Moreover, because of my delight in the house of my God, I now give my personal treasures of gold and silver for the house of my God over and above all that I’ve provided for the holy house”
David gave to the house of God because he loved God and He loved God’s house. So, I want to ask you a question today:

Do you love God’s Church? Not that you love me or my wife, The associate pastor’s family, or even your Sunday School teacher. Do you love God’s Church?
Because I want you to understand that How you love God should be shown by how you love His Church and if you are not giving to His Church what does that say about how much you love God? On average in churches across America, one out of two members does not love their church at all. You see cannot love without giving. 

Can we all agree at this moment that Jesus loves the Church? 

If you agree let me hear an Amen?

Do you know how much Jesus loves the Church? Look at verse 25- He loves the church so much that He gave Himself for it.  I can say that I believe that if Jesus came to this church that not only would He come each week, but He would also give sacrificially to help do the work of the Kingdom of God. How do I know that? Because if Jesus loves the Church enough to give His life, He would certainly love the church to give a tithe and offering. 
You see here is the thing and trust me I have heard of all the excuses on why people don’t give or they don’t give what they are supposed to. But here is the fact: When you withhold from giving to the church – you are withholding from Jesus. When you refuse to help the church – you are refusing to help the Lord Jesus.
How do I know that – Scripture tells me this in Acts 9 this is when Paul met Jesus on the Damascus road, -- do you know that story? and Jesus asked Paul a very interesting question. He said, ''Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?'' And as you know Paul thought he was persecuting the church, but Jesus said that Paul was persecuting Him. Do you understand what Jesus was saying? He was saying, ''Anything you do to hurt the church, hurts Me. When you don't support your church, you're not supporting Jesus. When you don't give to your church, you're not giving to Me Jesus says. When you don't love the church like you ought to, then you don't love Me like you ought to.” 
I read of this story of a four-year-old boy, who at one time told his mom; ''Mommy, when I grow up, I'm going to buy you a fur coat, a diamond ring, and a Mercedes Benz!'' well one day his mom yelled at him and he pointed his finger at her and said, “there goes the fur coat!”
That’s the way some people are in the Church. The first time something goes wrong, the pastor makes a decision, the music wasn’t just what they wanted there goes the tithe. Now listen to me that It’s a bad and dangerous attitude to have. David had plenty of reasons to have a bad attitude – but the reason he gave all that money was that he set his affection on the house of God. He said I will give to the house of God. I've said to you before, and I'll say it again. No matter what you do, whether it is giving a tithe and an offering, singing in the choir, winning people to Jesus, or sitting in a pew on Sunday morning; do it because you love Jesus.
First, you need to give sacrificially.
#2, Second way to love the Church the way God loves the church is by being loyal.

Look back at verse 24 and 25 

“Now as the church submits to Christ, so wives are to submit to their husbands in everything. 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave Himself for her”

First, let me say again that Christ was loyal to the church by giving His life for the Church. And Second, the church is supposed to submit to Christ. 

That’s loyalty.. and you have to ask yourself are you giving your life to advance the kingdom of God right here at the Road?

I love this statement from Nehemiah 10:39 “we will not neglect the house of our God”
The word ''neglect'' literally means ''to let go'' or ''to let loose.'' It is a word that describes how a man, after twenty-five years of faithful marriage, would leave his wife for a younger woman. It means to forsake or desert. Now just as it is unconscionable for a man to forsake his wife, I believe it is inexcusable for a Christian to forsake his church. But you might find out that it is easier to do that than you might think.  Here are just a few ways.

One pastor said: Some people neglect their church by just not coming. They just don't show up. They have saturated the church with their absence. Even though we miss them, they don't miss us. Take George for example – George is a little boy who was absent from school one day, and the next day when he came back the teacher said, ''George, did you miss school yesterday?'' He said, ''No ma'am, not a bit.'' There are a lot of Christians who have forsaken the church and don't even miss it.

 But it is also possible to come to church, even come every Sunday, and still neglect the church. Many people come to church and just take up space. The only thing they do contribute to the church is their presence. They don't give, they don't work, they don't serve, they don't witness, they don't worship, some of them don't even sing; they just come. 

Then some come to church and yet they are so negative, so critical, their attitude is so bad that both they and the church would be better off if they maybe stayed home.
Now that does not mean the church is not above good solid constructive criticism, given to the right person, at the right place, at the right time, in the right way. I can assure you there is plenty to criticize in this church, and you don't have to look hard to find it. I can tell you what you'll find in this church, and just about any church. You'll find exactly what you're looking for.

I heard an old story about a guy who went to a small town in Indiana. He thought of possibly moving his family there, he went to a local service station and asked the attendant, ''What kind of people live around here?'' The attendant said, ''Well, what kind of people lived back where you're from?'' The visitor said, ''Well, by and large, they're ornery, mean, and dishonest!'' The attendant looked up and said, ''Mister, you'll find them about like that around here too.'' 

 A few weeks later another gentleman stopped by the gas station with the same question. He said, ''Excuse me, I'm thinking of moving to your town with my family. What kind of people live around these parts?'' The attendant said, ''Well, what kind of people live back where you're from?''. The stranger thought for a moment, and said, ''Well, by and large, they're kind, decent, good, honest people.'' The gas station attendant looked up and said, ''Well, you'll find them about like that around here too.'' It's so true. You'll find exactly what you are looking for. We are living in a day when many people have forgotten what the term loyalty means. 
 But you know another way we can neglect our church is by just simply not caring at all. I'm afraid the average member of the average church doesn't care whether the church baptizes anybody or not; whether we are open Sunday Nights for Service or Wednesday nights for prayer and Bible study, they don't care whether anybody ever gets saved or not; they don't care if they ever build another building, raise another budget, pave another parking place, or try to reach another lost soul; it just simply makes no difference to them.

I read that a pastor said that the greatest single challenge was the apathy of his people. Our church is just like every other church, it's full of willing people, some willing to work, and the rest willing to let them. A person told me the other day I can't believe how much is done in this church. You guys are heading in the right direction, our church is continually struggling to get people in the door. And I thought You wouldn't believe how much goes undone in this church sometimes because nobody's willing to do it.

Listen to this story of four people named Everybody, Somebody, Anybody, Nobody. There was an important job to be done in the church, and Everybody was sure that Somebody would do it. Anybody could have done it, but Nobody did it. Somebody got angry about that because it was Everybody's job. Everybody thought Anybody could do it, but Nobody realized that Everybody wouldn't do it. It ended up that Everybody blamed Somebody when Nobody did what Anybody could have done.

Now here's my last question. Are you a part of the Everybody that is waiting on Somebody to do what Anybody can do, but Nobody is doing? Or, are you Somebody who is doing what Everybody thought Anybody could do, but Nobody would have done if you weren't doing it?
To love the Church like God loves the Church we must give sacrificially and we must be loyal to the church. 

Lastly, #3 To love the Church like God loves the Church we must be present.
Pastor Gil said on Wednesday night that he was and was preaching to the wood family...

Now all of these are touchy subjects for me, especially lately. But this one probably affects me more than anything. Because every Sunday morning, night, and Wednesday night my heart is disappointed by people who say they love God with all their hearts but they cannot break free of whatever they are doing to come to church to celebrate God and love the church like we are supposed to. 

God loved us so much that John 3:16 says that He gave His one and only son. And that Son was born into this world without sin – so that he could become sin and be stricken down so that through his stipes we could be healed – through His blood, death, and resurrection that we can be received as holy in heaven.

God loves the church so much that He gave us His Son. 

Look at verse 27 He did this to present the church to Himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or anything like that, but holy and blameless.
Now In the book of Hebrews chapter 10:25, the Bible tells us:''that we should not be forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.'' 
The example of the first church – as they went to church together each day- Acts 2 Says they met daily at the temple complex… 

Listen to me folks and I pray right now you hear my heart.

Your church deserves your consistent, constant, continuous attendance. Why because God is consistent, constant, and continuous in your life. Shouldn’t His church be the same? 
So many people only come to church three times in their life: when they're first born and they get dedicated or christened; when they get married and they come to church to have the wedding; and when they die and come to church to have their funeral. In other words, they come to church three times-when they're hatched, matched, and dispatched. And you know, it never ceases to be amazed at the excuses that people give for not coming to church. Let me tell you there is never an excuse that God will accept for a professing believing child of God not to go to church. 
Dr. Vance Havner once said, ''Not one of us would live where there are no churches, but so many of us live as though there were no churches.'' Well, I want to stand up this morning and tell you, ''I thank God for this church, and I love the Church. I love it enough to give everything I have to it. I love it enough to give it my loyal allegiance. I love it enough to give it my lasting attendance.
Would you dare to go against everything people are telling you and to love the church like God loves the Church? 

Are you willing to stand up and show your love for God through the love for His Church? Jesus died 
I am going to ask for those willing to commit your lives to love the Church as God loves the church to stand with me (raise Hand).  If you are willing to give sacrificially, to be loyal to the church and be present in the church – committing before God stand with me. 
It's ok not to stand -some folks have to get there.
Pray for those standing pray for those not standing. 

Lords Supper
