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  Bible Study Notes

1st Thessalonians

Pastor Timothy Jones
Part Thirteen
5 Keys to a Healthy Growing Church
1st Thessalonians 5:11-13
11“Therefore comfort each other and edify one another, just as you also are doing. 12And we urge you, brethren, to recognize those who labor among you, and are over you in the Lord and admonish you, 13and to esteem them very highly in love for their work’s sake. Be at peace among yourselves.”
Paul shifts his attention from preparing for Christ’s return to describing how the Church must live in these last days.
The Church is to live as if Christ will return today.

PAUL GIVES FIVE KEYS FOR A HEALTHY, GROWING CHURCH.
1. THE CHURCH SHOULD BE FILLED WITH ENCOURAGERS: (v11)
a. The word ‘comfort’ the Greek means “to encourage”.
b. To encourage is “to give support or hope to someone”.
4 Ways to Encourage Others

· Kind words.

· Listen.

· Know what encourages you and encourage that others that way. (2 Corinthians 1:3-5)

· Seek to encourage five people a day.

2.  BE A BUILDER (v11b)
a. The word ‘edify’ means “to build a person up”.
b. Hebrews 10:24-25 “Stir up one another in love and good works.”

c. Romans 14:19 “Pursue peace and the building up of one another”
5 Tips to Become a Builder
· Listen to others and their concerns.
· Tell people what they mean to you.
· Be a light in their world, invest in them.
· Pray for them.
· Send a hand written note or card.
3.  ACKNOWLEDGE THE WORKERS (v12)
a. To acknowledge someone is to recognize the importance of the work, express gratitude to or appreciation for the worker. 
b. When we acknowledge someone it gives a sense of happiness.

4.  THE CHURCH BODY MUST HAVE THE RIGHT ATTITUDE TOWARDS ITS LEADERS (v13)
Paul says we must give respect and recognition to:
a. Their work, (Who labor among you).

b. Their spiritual authority, (Who lead you).

c. Their instructions, (Admonish you).

Three Attitudes to Have Toward Leaders:

· Respect them, as they are called by God.

· Love them.

· Value their work. 

5.  BE AT PEACE WITH THE ALL IN THE CHURCH (v13b)

a. Church members should be at peace with one another and the leadership.

b. John 14:27, “Peace I leave to you, my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give you”

Biblical Application: 
As members of Jesus’ Church we are to go out of our way to have a healthy, growing church. When we follow these guidelines, we will see this church loving God and others, growing in Christ-likeness, serving God, and sharing the story of God’s love.   
“to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think” 


Romans 12:3








