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  Bible Study Notes

1st Thessalonians

Pastor Timothy Jones
Part Seventeen 
Hope for the Church
1st Thessalonians 5:23-28
“And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it.

25 Brethren, pray for us. 26 Greet all the brethren with an holy kiss.

27 I charge you by the Lord that this epistle be read unto all the holy brethren. 28 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.”
Paul has spoken highly of the church, handled some theological issues of Jesus’s return, and in this final prayer he encourages them and gives them hope.

There are three parts to Paul’s prayer to encourage and give hope to the church.
1. Paul describes God as the God of peace. (v23a)
a. I want to notice that Paul begins this letter with peace in 1:1 (Grace and peace to you) and now He ends the letter with ‘”Now may the God of peace.”
b. Other scriptures that reflect the same words:
Romans 15:13, “Let the God of peace”
Romans 15:33 “May the God of peace be with you” 

1 Cor. 14:33

Heb. 13:10

 Phil. 4:7 

2 Thess. 3:16

John 14:27 “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you”
c. God is the source and maker of peace.
2. Paul says that God sanctifies His people.
a. The word sanctification has two meanings:
1. It means to set apart; to dedicate; to consecrate someone to God.
2. It means to make holy. To transform the nature of a person so they might become more in the likeness of Jesus so more and more they reflect the image of God. 
3. Scripture: Phil 2:12-13, John 17:17, 1 Peter1:1.
 3.  Paul describes that the holiness of a person will be preserved blameless.
a. “may your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved as blameless” 1 Thess    5:23.

b. The Old Testament blameless has to do with sacrificial animals to be without defect.

c. The New Testament it refers to the characteristic of Christ as the true Lamb of God with defect or blemish.

Biblical Application:
As we live the life of a Born-again Believer which can be most difficult at times, we are to keep our hope because God is our source of peace, He sanctify us for His calling and work, and He keeps us blameless when we come to Him for forgiveness.
“HE WHO CALLS YOU IS FAITHFUL, WHO WILL ALSO DO IT.” (V24)

