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  Bible Study Notes

1st Thessalonians

Pastor Timothy Jones
Part Four
THE IMITATOR
1st Thessalonians 1: 5-8
“For our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Spirit and in much assurance, as you know what kind of men we were among you for your sake.

6 And you became followers of us and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became examples to all in Macedonia and Achaia who believe. 8 For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place. Your faith toward God has gone out, so that we do not need to say anything.” (NKJV)

1. THE GOSPEL COMES THROUGH: (v5)
a. God’s Word. 

b. The power of the Holy Spirit.

c. With great assurance.
2. THE GOSPEL IS: (v5,6 & 8)
a. Personal. v5, Rom 1:16
b. Powerful. v6
c. Proclaimed. V8
3. THE RESULT OF THE GOSPEL: (v6-7)
a. It is a benefit.

b. People become imitators of others and God.
c. It brings persecution.
d. It makes you an example for others to follow.
Biblical Application: As a result of the Thessalonians faith, they became like Paul and His team, but even more, so they became imitators of God. The word of their faith spread to other regions. As an imitator of God, one should know that you become an example to all people. 
Four things you should know about becoming an example:

1. Your age doesn’t matter.

People will not remember your greatest failure or regret in life, but they will remember how you lived your life. Paul mentored people and churches to his death. I met one of my greatest mentors when he was 78 years old.
2. How you live your life outside of the church building reveals the real you.
It is easy being a Christian in the church building. It is easy to say profound things in a Bible study. But how people see you live your life tells them what you are like. 

3. You have a sphere of influence. 
For the Thessalonian Church their sphere of influence was Macedonia and Achaia. You have people around you who will influence family, friends, co-workers, social media, and strangers who see you.

Paul told the church in EPH 5:8 “to walk as children of the Light.”

You should only influence others to live not to die. 
4. It is your responsibility to lead those who follow you to God.
Paul was an example of this. Because of him leading people to God they became imitators of Paul, Timothy, Silas and God. Paul took responsibility for others coming to know Christ. 
