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Bible Study Notes

1st Thessalonians

Pastor Timothy Jones
Part Seven
 THE MESSAGE THAT CHANGES LIVES
1st Thessalonians 2:13-16
“For this reason we also thank God without ceasing, because when you received the word of God which you heard from us, you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which also effectively works in you who believe. 14 For you, brethren, became imitators of the churches of God which are in Judea in Christ Jesus. For you also suffered the same things from your own countrymen, just as they did from the Judeans, 15 who killed both the Lord Jesus and their own prophets, and have persecuted us; and they do not please God and are [a]contrary to all men, 16 forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles that they may be saved, so as always to fill up the measure of their sins; but wrath has come upon them to the uttermost.
Recap: The purpose of the letter is three-fold

1. To encourage the church in their beliefs and their mission.

2. To speak against the false teachers claims about Christ’s return.

3. To show the believers how to life a holy life of obedience that pleases God. 
Paul begins by expressing gratitude to God for the Thessalonian Believers.
V13 “This is why we constantly thank God.”
A Thankful person is an obedient person to God.
1 Thessalonians 5:8 “In everything give thanks for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.”
Paul is thankful because of the message of God changes everything for those who believe putting their faith and trust in Christ.
3 ways that the message changed those in biblical days and can change people today.

1. THEY RECEIVED THE MESSAGE (v13)
a. This implies that the Word/ Gospel was spoken to them. 
b. There were distractions to keep them from the Word. (v14)

c. They received the Word.
2. THEY WELCOMED THE MESSAGE (v13b)
a. “Faith comes by hearing, and hearing comes by the Word of God” Heb 10:17
b. If it is message from man, it comes with error.
c. The Word was not from men but authored by God Himself. (2nd Tim 3:16, 2nd Peter 1:21)
d. When God speaks His Word does not return void. (Isaiah 55:11)
3. THE MESSAGE WORKS IN EACH PERSON (v13c-14) 
a. The Word of God works in unbelievers. 
b. It changes people from their worldly existence to becoming imitators of God.
c. Imitators are examples. (1Thess 1:6)
d. It makes you an example for others to follow.
Biblical Application: To receive the Word of God your heart must be right. Leaving behind the distractions of the world, then you can welcome the message in your heart. It works in you become imitators of God and examples to others. 
As the Apostle Paul demonstrated in his life. We must be ready to share the message of hope with others. Then thank God for those who accept it. 
