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  Bible Study Notes

1st Thessalonians

Pastor Timothy Jones
Part Eight
THE MINISTRY OF CHECKING ON PEOPLE
1st Thessalonians 2:17-3:5
“But we, brethren, having been taken away from you for a short time in presence, not in heart, endeavored more eagerly to see your face with great desire. 18 Therefore we wanted to come to you—even I, Paul, time and again—but Satan hindered us. 19 For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Is it not even you in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming? 20 For you are our glory and joy.
3:1 Therefore, when we could no longer endure it, we thought it good to be left in Athens alone, 2 and sent Timothy, our brother and minister of God, and our fellow laborer in the gospel of Christ, to establish you and encourage you concerning your faith, 3 that no one should be shaken by these afflictions; for you yourselves know that we are appointed to this. 4 For, in fact, we told you before when we were with you that we would suffer tribulation, just as it happened, and you know. 5 For this reason, when I could no longer endure it, I sent to know your faith, lest by some means the tempter had tempted you, and our labor might be in vain.”
THE GREAT MISCONCEPTION:
It is the pastor’s job to visit all the people, to check on all the people, call on them and visit the hospitals.
TRUTH IS: 
It is the job of each believer to check up on one another. 

This a picture that we see in the first church, Acts 2:44-46 

“Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, 45 and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need.

46 So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart”
Acts 6:1-7 The appointment of deacons.

Exodus 18:1-27 Moses appoints men to help him.
Scripture teaches us this: We all have a stake in the ministry.
4 FACTS OF THE MINISTRY OF CHECKING ON PEOPLE.
1. IT IS EACH BELIEVERS RESPONSIBILITY: (v2:17 - 3:1)
a. We find the word “we” 7x in our scripture.

b. The “we” is referring to brothers and sisters in Christ who are co-workers in Christ Cor 3:9/ 6:1. 
c. Paul desperately wanted to go there himself, but he could not.

d. He sent his co-worker Timothy in his place.
2. AS A CO-WORKER IN THE MINISTRY WE MUST STRENGTHEN OTHERS IN THE FAITH: (v3:2)
a. The word “establish” in this context means to strengthen. 
b. In biblical days and even today people need their faith to be strengthened. 
Three steps to strengthen believer’s faith:
1. Identify the problem / prayer.
2. Identify the solution / read and quote scripture.
3. Put a plan together / reinforce how much they are needed.
3. AS CO-WORKER WE NEED TO ENCOURAGE OTHERS IN THE FAITH: (v2b-4)
a. Paul sent Timothy to strengthen and encourage the church.
b. Why? To ensure that no one would be shaken by the afflictions.
c. Hebrews 10:24 “Stir up one another in love and good works”
4. AS CO-WORKERS WE ARE TO FOLLOW UP ON OTHERS FAITH (V5)
a. We see Paul following up with their faith.

b. Once we strengthen and encourage, we now must follow up on their faith.

Biblical Application: As co-workers of the ministry, we are to be part of the ministry of checking on others. Whether we do so by phone, face to face, email, or text we should check up on others to strengthen and encourage them in the faith. Then we must follow up with them.
It is every believer’s responsibility because you are part of the “WE” co-workers of Christ and the Church. 

