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  Bible Study Notes

1st Thessalonians

Pastor Timothy Jones
Part Nine
Encouraging Faith
1st Thessalonians 3:6-10
“But now that Timothy has come to us from you, and brought us good news of your faith and love, and that you always have good remembrance of us, greatly desiring to see us, as we also to see you— 7 therefore, brethren, in all our affliction and distress we were comforted concerning you by your faith. 8 For now we live, if you stand fast in the Lord.

9 For what thanks can we render to God for you, for all the joy with which we rejoice for your sake before our God, 10 night and day praying exceedingly that we may see your face and perfect what is lacking in your faith?”
Paul sent Timothy to Thessalonica (also Thessaloniki) an ancient city of Macedon in northern Greece which today is the city of Thessaloniki. 
1. Paul was hindered from going. 

2. Timothy was sent to check up on the believers.
SCRIPTURE TEACHES US THIS: OUR FAITH ENCOURAGES OTHERS, BUT IT GOES BOTH WAYS.
THE TWO-WAY STREET OF ENCOURAGEMENT
1. THE CHURCH ENCOURAGED PAUL: (v3:6-9)
a. Because of their faith, the church had not forgotten them. 
b. Because of their love for one another, Timothy, perhaps Paul, certainly for their love for God.
c. The report brought Paul joy. (v9)
2. PAUL THEN SENDS THEM ENCOURAGING NEWS (v3:9-10)
a. They rejoiced on the church’s behalf to God.

b. Night and day they prayed for the church.

1. Praying that Paul might come to them.

2. Praying that they would be perfected in their faith.

7 WAYS TO PERFECT / OVERCOME A LACK OF FAITH:
1. Develop a greater understanding and knowledge of God. (2 Peter 1:2)
2. Hear the Word and put it into practice. (James 1:22)
3. Become a servant of the church as Christ served us. (Mark 10:45)
4. Become part of the fellowship of the church. (1 John 1:7)
5. Study the Word of God. (2 Timothy 3:16-17)
6. Pray night and day as Paul prayed for the church. (James 1:5, 1Thess 5:17)
7. Rejoice from the smallest and greatest of things. (v9, 5:16, Philippians 4:4)
BONUS: Listen to others encouraging stories, and then encourage others.
Biblical Application: 
As we are encouraged by others through their faith and love, we are then to encourage them by rejoicing on their behalf before God and praying for their perfected faith. As believers we should receive and give out encouragement.

REMEMBER: Encouraging faith is a two-way street.

