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iSERVE 
John 13:1-15
 PASTOR TIMOTHY JONES                         March 4, 2018 

 Opening Prayer:
Hey today we start a short series about were our church is heading when it comes to serving. Now before you tune me out, I want you to know that God’s Word speaks a lot about us serving the Kingdom of God, serving our brothers and sisters in the Church and what the church is supposed to look like to others.
In Fact, the Bible is a living example to us, there are over 100 verses that speak about serving God and others. There are living examples such as Noah - Abraham – ISAAC -Moses – Joseph – the prophets of the Old testament to the disciples of Jesus to the Apostle Paul and the churches that he started to Jesus Himself.
 We find that there are people who have given everything up to serve God and the people of this world, like founders of the reformation to mother Teresa to Billy Graham and many others. People who have invested their lives in serving God and others like those faithful saints who do overseas missions and those who do missions and serve in the local church like some of you do right here at the Road.  

Did you know that statistics tell us that if you want to grow your church – grow the number of people who volunteer on a regular basis. 

Now I have to say that I am proud of you and those who served in the church last year from the VBS to Halloween we had a record number of people who volunteered. 

Yet is our goal to see 90% of our church serving in some capacity or another. Now I know that is a high goal, but God is not raising lazy Christians. 
For those of you who are visiting with us today- you get a special unique look to where we are headed as a church. 

And let me say this to you, we are glad that you are here and if you decide to make this your home church, which I hope you do, then we will be asking you to honor us by serving with us at some point for the Kingdom of God.  

In the last few months I have been slowly introducing to you a new method of serving what we are calling Iserve teams. So for the next few weeks leading up to palm Sunday and Easter we are going to lay down this direction of serving that we the leadership team feel is the way for us to move forward.

The iserve teams are all about Kingdom building and Kingdom serving. 

It is no secrete that we are giving our attention to reaching young families and as we reach out to young families, there will also be an increase of middle aged and older adults and how each of us serve in the church can help us accomplish that Goal. 
I entitled todays sermon as I SERVE – YOU SERVE WE ALL SERVE FOR JESUS.
Let’s dig in, open your Bibles or your AP’s with me to the NEW TESTEMENT book of John, we will be in chapter 13.

John is the fourth book on the New Testament Matthew, Mark, Luke, then John, John chapter 13 and when you get there let me know by saying ISERVE…
Amen thank you.

One of the lessons that Jesus wanted us to learn is how to be a servant to others.  A servant is a person who does the work for another.  Jesus wanted the disciples to know that being a servant is more important than gaining wealth or power, or even position.  A servant does not receive a lot of praise or credit; they work solely for the lives of others. And we see this example by Christ Jesus Himself in John 13. 
Now Jesus’ death is coming quickly, His time is now short, the arrest, the beating, the trial and the death on the Cross of Christ is coming, but before this all takes place- before we get to Easter Morning, Jesus gathered with His disciples in the upper room for one last meal together- the last supper is where we find the most comprehensive conversations between Jesus and His Disciples. Now it is important to know that it was the custom of the day for a host to provide a servant at the door of any dinner party to wash the feet of the guests. Remember, in those days people walked with sandals down dirty filthy roads and when they entered a home they reclined at low tables—a foot to eighteen inches above the ground—while eating. That meant their feet would be dangerously near the next person’s face. So it was important and the custom to wash a person’s feet as they entered into your home. 

So If you are there in John 13 read with me from verse 1
“Before the Passover Festival, Jesus knew that His hour had come to depart from this world to the Father. Having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end.

2 Now by the time of supper, the Devil had already put it into the heart of Judas, Simon Iscariot’s son, to betray Him. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had given everything into His hands, that He had come from God, and that He was going back to God. 4 So He got up from supper, laid aside His robe, took a towel, and tied it around Himself. 5 Next, He poured water into a basin and began to wash His disciples’ feet and to dry them with the towel tied around Him.
Lets stop there for a moment – From the Old Testament in Genesis chapter 18 to now here in John, washing a persons feet who entered into your home was a customary – it usually was done by the lowest slave of the house and the master would never stoop so low as to wash another’s feet. Watch this…
6 He came to Simon Peter, who asked Him, “Lord, are You going to wash my feet?”

7 Jesus answered him, “What I’m doing you don’t understand now, but afterward you will know.”

8 “You will never wash my feet—ever!” Peter said.
Remember the custom- the lowest servant was to wash the feet and Peter knew this. 
Jesus replied, “If I don’t wash you, you have no part with Me.”

9 Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, not only my feet, but also my hands and my head.”

10 “One who has bathed,” Jesus told him, “doesn’t need to wash anything except his feet, but he is completely clean. You are clean, but not all of you.” 11 For He knew who would betray Him. This is why He said, “You are not all clean.”

12 When Jesus had washed their feet and put on His robe, He reclined again and said to them, “Do you know what I have done for you? 13 You call Me Teacher and Lord. This is well said, for I am. 14 So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 For I have given you an example that you also should do just as I have done for you. (You know folks Jesus never tells us to do something without first doing it himself).
16 “I assure you: A slave is not greater than his master, and a messenger is not greater than the one who sent him. 17 If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.
Amen and Amen

That brings us to the Big Idea today 

The Big Idea is; we must die to self to serve like Christ.

Here is the bottom line about serving God, we have to let go of who we are, so that we can be and do what God wants us to become. 
Peters attitude about Jesus washing his feet is exactly what I mean- He said “You will never wash my feet” 
I was recently giving my testimony and, in that testimony, I said that I had already said the prayer, I walked down the aisle in a Baptist church (and you know how important that it) I stood before the congregation, I joined the church, got baptized but I never let go of who I was. 

The Bible says in 2nd Cor 5:17 that if we are in Christ, if we belong to Christ, if we have accepted Christ by faith – that the new has come, we are made new and the old things have passed away they are gone. 

In my life, and maybe this is where you are today, but in my life, where I was,  I did what man said I needed to do to be seen as a Christian, I said the prayer, I walked the isle, I joined the church, but I wasn’t made new. I did not want to give up who I was, I did not want to lose myself. 
You see… 

In the deepest part of our hearts and souls lies our desires, motives and intentions that’s what we see with the disciples laying there with their filthy feet—it is what drives us to be who we are. This is what motivates us to do the things that we do weather good or bad. And if we are to change our desires, motives and intentions from our own perspectives or the worlds perspectives then we must let go of ourselves and live for Christ Jesus. We really need to be made new. 
When Peter spoke out to Jesus, His reply was simple “If I do not wash you, you have no part with me”
Jesus served them first.

Notice with me the actions of Jesus, look at verse 1 Our scripture tells us that He knew that He was God – He knew that He was returning to the Father. Jesus did not just teach about being a servant He lived it. Verse 4 He stripped himself of the deity of God so that He could serve mankind.

Jesus said that the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve. 

And I remember that day that I said; “I know that you are calling me to do something for your glory and I cannot do it with who I am today.” I cant do it with me doing what I am doing now so here are my faults, desires, my motives, my sins. I surrender…and I became a servant of God.
Gandhi was once quoted as saying:

The best way to find yourself, is lose yourself.

Well Jesus knew what He was doing, He had spent 3 and ½ years or so with the disciples teaching them and on this evening, he was about to not only tell them how but to show them that being a servant was not about being who they were in the world, but it was about who they are in Christ Jesus.
And that is the same lesson for us today that our life, our status, everything about us doesn’t matter if we are not renewed in Christ Jesus. 

At the crux of the story, is the point that the disciples wouldn’t serve one another so Jesus took on the job of the lowest slave so that He could serve the disciples by washing their feet, but not only by washing their feet but also dying on the cross. 
He took off his outer garment, He put on the clothing of a servant and washed their feet. 

Serving like Jesus requires us to take off who we are and take on the role of a servant. 

………..

The towel is a sign of a servant, even in today’s world, a server always is seen with a towel around them, the water is symbolic for cleanliness and refreshing which makes us physically clean, it is poured and readied for the perhaps the most undesirable parts of the body………………………

So how do we lose ourselves to serve living for Christ? How do we make our lives about Kingdom Building and Kingdom serving?
I can answer that in one quick answer, here it is are you ready? 
IT AINT ABOUT YOU… its ABOUT JESUS

Its not about how many hours you worked or if you feel tired, what the weather is like or what you have done throughout the day, how old you are or how young you are. Its not about how many meetings that pastor has had, its not about you going to hang with your friends, it’s not about you- it’s about serving the living God and the people He places in front of us. 

That’s the short answer- here is the long answer to the question what does it take to serve like Jesus? 

Here are three principles that we find from that last supper.

The first principle that Jesus teaches us is that we must serve with the right motivation.
Look at later part of verse 1 with me “Having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end”

Jesus was driven by Love.

The Love that He has for all creation. Not just the disciples, but for mankind. 
That’s why He came as a servant to this earth in the likeness of man, born of a woman so that He would die at the hands of man to save the world. 

All throughout this last supper Jesus is speaking and teaching the disciples and us about love and serving. Let me remind you that the disciples were not often times easy to love.  Just as you are often times not easy to love. 
They were just arguing and fighting about which of them was the greatest (Luke 22:24).

• One of them was going to betray Him.

• One of them was going to deny Him.

• Ten of them was going to desert Him.
Feels like church…. 

Yet Jesus still served them why because of His love them He had the right motivation. He understood that are not perfect. After all none of them stood up and washed the others feet. 
Sometimes we have the wrong motivation as we serve, sometimes we serve out of guilt, or we think that by serving we can earn credit for bad behavior or God’s favor or maybe we do it to be praised by others. 
To be affective you have to have the right motivation. You see Love is a universal language, the Bible says that it can endure all things, the Bible also tells us that God is love. When it comes down to it our love for others begins when we receive the love from God. When the world begins to realize that God loves us and that we in-turn are to love Him back- God then turns to us and tells us with the same kind of love that He has for you and me that we are reciprocate that love, in others words return it back to others.

Jesus is quoted in verse 34 look down to verse 34 “I give you a new command; love one another, just as I have loved you (to the very end as a servant) you must love one another”
The Bible goes on to say in 1 John 4:10-11 “This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another” 
How can we show our love for others? By serving others

As we ask you to serve in the next few weeks please see that you must serve with the right motivation. Maybe you will have to die to yourself- so that you can serve like Jesus and To serve like Jesus means we must love like Jesus. 

#1 Serve with the right motivation

The Second principle Jesus teaches us is we must serve with the right attitude.
Humility is all about losing yourself to serve others. 
Look at verses 4 and 5 with me 

4 So He got up from supper, laid aside His robe, took a towel, and tied it around Himself. 5 Next, He poured water into a basin and began to wash His disciples’ feet and to dry them with the towel tied around Him.
Jesus could have commanded them to wash each other’s feet, but how far would that have gotten? It would be like a parent making their child apologize, it would not have been done with the right attitude. 

We are selfish creatures, from the moment of birth, people urge others to meet their needs. People today are all about taking care of themselves- looking out for Numero uno and that was true even with Jesus’ disciples.
This last Supper that Jesus is with His 12 Disciples begins with everyone’s feet still un- washed.

Luke chapter 22 is a parallel passage that shows how selfish the disciples were that night: V 24-26

They began to argue who was the greatest among them- they were fighting about who was the best and probably with a little steam under the collar no one was going to get down to the ground and wash feet. Sure the bowl was there, the water was there, the towel was there, and everything was ready. But no one had the right attitude to wash the others' feet.

The Disciples knew that no one had washed their feet but, each of the 12 waited for someone else to take action.. 
You know I have found that often times in life we would rather smell the feet, then to be ones to clean them. We would rather smell the garbage rather than pick it up and take care of it ourselves- or see something that needs to be done and say well someone should do something about that, than doing it ourselves.

Someone had to step down into the role of being the servant.

So Jesus Got up and did it.. they wouldn’t serve each other so Jesus served them.
Philippians 2:6 says that Jesus “existed in the form of God, did not consider equality with God as some thing to be used for his own advantage verse 7 Instead He emptied Himself by assuming that form of a slave”
 Do you see what Just happened?

The thought of what Jesus did is so amazing – He just did not get up and begin to wash the disciple’s feet, He didn’t just dress for the part, He lived the part. He got up and He laid aside his outer garments- he set aside who he was as God- and then and taking a towel, tied it around his waist. In another scripture it says He girded himself----The Towel was the sign of a servant- a servant had no position, title or honor yet God, The King of Kings, Jesus made himself the lowest, so He could do the duties of the slave so the disciples could become clean.

DO you see that with me?

After Jesus finished washing all of the disciples’ feet verse 12, He put away the towel, put on His robe, and returned to recline at the table. Then later in the evening He then (watch this) took a piece of bread and broke it and said, “This is my body which is for you.” Next, He took a cup and said, “This is my blood. I pour it out for you.” His teaching would extend beyond cleaning their feet and the ultimate act of service was coming: the giving of His life. As Jesus poured water into a basin to wash the disciples’ dirty feet, He would pour out His blood on the cross to wash our dirty hearts. The Bible says:
“the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life -- a ransom for many." Matthew 20:28
What Jesus is teaching us is you can’t just look the part, you have to live the part.
Humility is so hard for us- yet it is one of the greatest rewards. 

I am not beyond cleaning toilets -picking up garbage on the side of the road, I am not beyond doing something that others wouldn’t do- I want to serve like Jesus

To serve like Jesus 

First, we must serve with the right motivation

Second Serve with the Right Attitude

Then third principle Jesus teaches us is to serve with the right wisdom.

Are you in need of wisdom—The book of proverbs says that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom,  James tells us that if we lack it we should pray for it and it will be given to us. 

You have heard me say in the past that knowledge is power. 
Here is some wisdom from kids:

Never trust a dog to watch your food. - Patrick, age 10 

When your dad is mad and asks you, “Do I look stupid?” don't answer him. - Michael, 14 

Never tell your mom her diet's not working. - Michael, 14 

Puppies still have bad breath, even after eating a tic tac. - Andrew, 9 

Never hold a dust buster and a cat at the same time. - Kyoyo, 9 

You can't hide a piece of broccoli in a glass of milk. - Armir, 9 

If you want a kitten, start out by asking for a horse. - Naomi, 15
Jesus said in verse 17 look there with me that “If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.”

And in Mark 10:43 Jesus said “whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant”

What so many people don’t understand is that true greatness doesn’t come from gaining wealth or power, or even position. True greatness comes from understanding God’s Word and serving others. 

Jesus goes on to tell us “a servant is not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him”.
I love how the apostle Paul put it- he said to the Galatian church 5:13 “for you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use this freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but serve one another through love.”
Here is a list of Our 7 teams, they are on the back of your connection card as well. Outreach team, first impressions, tech support, worship, follow up, children’s and then small groups and missions.
I SERVE _ YOU SERVE – WE All SERVE FOR JESUS

To serve like Jesus we serve with the right motivation, attitude and wisdom.
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