If God is so good, why is there so much bad in the world?


Why didn’t God create a world where there was no suffering? Have you ever heard that question before? People who want to argue with you about God frequently to ask this question. And it is a legitimate question. Let’s just be honest for a moment haven’t we all asked this question before? The answer is He did create such a world. “God saw all that he had made, and it was very good” (Genesis 1:31). 

God did create a world where there was no suffering but, the fall of man that brought suffering into the world. The Bible tells us that when God create man and woman, he created them with free will so that they could express love to Him and to each other. It is impossible to love without the choice to Love. 

It is like pull string dolls, when you pull the string they say “I love you.” They can voice the words, but these words don’t mean anything because there is no decision behind them. Love has a real value to God, and you can’t have real love without the freedom to choose to love or not to love. So God gave us the ability to choose. 
 Unfortunately, as we learn in Genesis 3, we used our free will to choose the wrong thing. It was here that man and woman chose to do the one thing God commanded them not to do. So what happened? Scripture tells us that as a result of Adam and Eve’s turning away from God all of nature was affected. Genesis 3:18 uses the analogy of thorns and thistles growing up amongst the food. 

 In our study of the Book “The God Question”, by Hal Seed and Dan Grider the authors address this topic. “He allowed for the possibility of evil and suffering by granting the freedom of choice to his children” (pg 155).  God could have made us so that we did not have free will to chose but, then the freedom to love would not exist. And we would be like each other and our actions would all be the same i.e.… robots. To hear the sermon on this question go to www.gotothetruth.com. Select the sermons tab.
Your challenge for the week is to remember the last time you or your family member has suffered from a choice that you made. Reflect on the outcome of that Choice. The Holy Spirit will guide you on the next step.


