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Intentional Daily Prayer

I Timothy 2:1-6
Maintaining a strong prayer life can be one of the most elusive tasks for a believer. Without a daily routine, it can be difficult to have an intentional prayer life with God. Too many times I have heard, seen, and even experienced how daily living can affect my prayer life, have you? I believe that the Apostle Paul knew that daily prayer for the believer could be difficult.  

Paul writes in 1st Timothy of the urgency for prayer and he also gives Timothy (and us) very good instructions to format our prayers. 

“First of all, then, I urge that petitions, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for everyone, for kings and all those who are in authority, so that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity.  This is good, and it pleases God our Savior, who wants everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.
 For there is one God and one mediator between God and humanity,
Christ Jesus, Himself human, who gave Himself—a ransom for all, a testimony at the proper time.” (I Timothy 2:1-6 HCSB)
As Paul instructs Timothy on his conduct in the local church, he places prayer “First of all”. Paul stresses the urgency of prayer in Timothy’s life by using the word “urge”. He is saying that prayer must be a priority in the life of Timothy and the Church. Paul then gives the elements that are to be a priority in verse 1.
Petitions - are requests made for something desired, praying that God would meet a particular need of the requests.
Prayers – this a more general word for speaking to God about requests that only He can meet.

Intercessions - are prayers on the behalf of others.

Thanksgivings – is the gratitude towards God. 
Then Paul tells Timothy who this type of prayer is for. They involve everyone, including kings and all those in authority. This means that if we are going to have an intentional prayer life and ministry, we must pray for all people from the highest to the lowest; even those we don’t like, those we don’t agree with, those who hate us. We are to pray for kings and those in authority – today we could say the president and all governmental leaders, no matter your political lean. 
Paul goes on to tell Timothy that the benefit of this type of intentional prayer is a “tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity” (v2b), that also, “pleases God our Savior who wants everyone to be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth” (v 3-4).
Why must we pray for all people? Because God wants everyone to be saved! I don’t believe that Paul means to pray for everyone in the world name by name, but for those in our lives, our communities, people who have an effect on our lives.  In verses 5-6 Paul tells Timothy 
“For there is one God and one mediator between God and humanity, Christ Jesus, Himself human, who gave Himself a ransom for all, a testimony at the proper time.” 
Salvation can only come through the mediator who gave Himself as a ransom for all, Jesus Christ.
Truth to Go: 

1. Prayer is a priority to God and should be for His children. 

2. Intentional prayer includes petitions, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgiving.

3. We are to pray for those we know, including our boss, and government officials for salvation and to come to the knowledge of truth is important to how you live your life.
4. Intentional prayer pleases God and fulfills the will of God.
Take the next 30 days to pray intentionally for those who you know who don’t know Jesus as their Savior, your boss, and government officials for salvation and the knowledge of truth. 
