Judging Others

 We seem to judge people within the first five to ten seconds we meet them. We are taught to expect to be judged by “first impressions,” when someone first see us or when they hear a story about us. Judging happens in the very place where judging others should not happen “the church”. “God will judge us for everything we do, including every secret thing, whether good or bad (Ecclesiastes 12:14) NIV.”

 In every church in every town in America we sit in pews waiting for a visitor to come into the church. When they do show up most of them are greeted with the looks and the whispers of the congregation. They may not dress like us. They don’t have the same color of skin as we do. They may look poor or hungry. They don’t act like us because of some mental condition or because of a different upbringing. They might smell because of being homeless, sick and defeated. They might be drunk, drugged up, tattooed or have multiple piercings on their face. They may make too much commotion during the service; their baby is crying or cannot sit still. There we are, “God’s people”, turning around in our seats looking at them and thinking to ourselves, “What are they doing here? Why can’t they just________________ (you fill in the blank).”
The Bible tells us that “the Lord said to Samuel do not judge by his appearance or height, for I have rejected him. The Lord doesn’t make decisions the way you do! People judge by outward appearance, but the Lord looks at a person’s thoughts and intentions.” (1 Samuel 16:7). God does not want us to make judgments based on outward appearances and yet we do all the time. I pray that we can overcome the appearances and outward problems that people may have so we can show them the Love of Christ. Jesus did it, he became unclean when he reached down and touched a man with leprosy in Matthew 8:2-4. He did it with the Samaritan women in John 4:5-26.  He touched you and me. Jesus did not let anything stop Him from showing and giving his Love and forgiveness to everyone. 
From “If We Are the Body”, by Casting Crowns

A traveler is far away from home. 

He sheds his coat and silently sinks into the back row. 

The weight of their judgmental glances -
tells him that his chances are better out on the road. 

But if we are the body, why aren’t His arms reaching?

Why aren’t His hands healing? 

Why aren’t His words teaching? 

If we are the body, why aren’t His feet going? 

Why is His love not showing them there is a Way?
Jesus paid much too high a price

 for us to pick and choose who should come. 

And we are the Body of Christ!
This weeks readings:

We must not judge others.

Mt 7:1-5, Ro 14:1, 1Co 10:29, Jas 4:11-12

 We must judge ourselves.

Mt 7:3-5, Lk 22:30, 1Co 6:2-3
