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TOMORROYS





Living as if there is no tomorrow!
Scripture: 1 Peter 4:7-11
Let’s go to the Father in prayer:

Open your Bibles or Electronic devices to the book of 1st Peter Chapter 4. 1st Peter 4. It is located toward the back of the New Testament after the book of James and Just before the book of 1st John.

1 Peter 4 and when you get there let me know by saying AMEN.

I believe that everyone knows that the author of this letter was none other than the Apostle Peter, the one who denied Jesus three times before His death and the one whom Jesus restored three-fold after His resurrection. Peter is now the leader of Christ's Apostles.
During the time that he wrote this letter, Nero was the emperor of Rome. It was believed that Nero set fire to Rome, therefore destroying Rome. Because of the great destruction, the people were left homeless and hopeless and many had been killed. The people believed that Nero was responsible for the fire. The resentment towards Nero was so severe that Nero had to redirect the hostility of the people. His scapegoat was the Christians, who were already hated. Nero blamed the fires on the Christians and as a result, they were violently persecuted throughout the Roman Empire. Which resulted in them leaving their homes and even families to find refuge. Peter wrote these Christians to give them spiritual strengthening and to encourage them to live right even amid their suffering. You know I find that this letter reaches to all Christians even today all over the world to strengthen us and encourage us through the trials of our lives. We all go through things that can be devastating, yet we can be encouraged to live rightly as Jesus wants us to live.

The title of today's sermon is: Living as if there is no tomorrow.  
If you are there in First Peter chapter 4 begin reading with me from verse 7, It begins like this:

“Now the end of all things is near; therefore, be serious and disciplined for prayer. 8 Above all, maintain an intense love for each other, since love covers a multitude of sins. 9 Be hospitable to one another without complaining. 10 Based on the gift each one has received, use it to serve others, as good managers of the varied grace of God. 11 If anyone speaks, it should be as one who speaks God’s words; if anyone serves, it should be from the strength God provides, so that God may be glorified through Jesus Christ in everything. To Him belong the glory and the power forever and ever. Amen.”
The words “Now the end of all things is near” Should remind us that we are living in what is called the last days. The last days are described in the Bible as after Jesus ascended to heaven and we are in a waiting period for the return of Christ. Once Christ returns things as people know today will be long gone because Christ will have the final judgment and evil will be completely crushed and then eternity begins.

John the Baptist used the same language in Matthew 3:2 as he said “Repent, because the Kingdom of heaven has come near” After Jesus spent 40 days and 40 nights in the wilderness fasting, Jesus returned to find John the Baptist in prison and He began to preach “Repent, for Kingdom of heaven has come near” (Matt 4:17), In 1 John 2:18 John said, “it is the last hour”. Within the contents of the New Testament, we see the reoccurring theme that the return of Jesus is imminent.
Just to make it clear here listen to what Jesus said: “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will never pass away. 36No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37As it was in the days of Noah, so will it be at the coming of the Son of Man”
Here is the spoiler alert………. No one knows not even Jesus, only the Father knows the day and the hour when Jesus will return…
The problem is most people don’t live as if today is the last day.
WHICH BRINGS US TO OUR BIG IDEA TODAY 
THE BIG IDEA IS: These Last days we are to
LIVE YOUR LIFE SO THAT GOD IS GLORIFIED.
Folks we should be living our lives in such a way that when others see our lives, they cannot help but glorify God. 

Let me ask you; if you knew that you were in your last days; how would you want to live them out? 

We talked a little about this Wednesday Night-.
Would you live haphazardly or would you live concerned about your eternity?

Peter says we are in the last days and listen, folks, Jesus can return anytime, we don’t know the day nor the hour, but Peter says we should be ready, this is also the theme as Paul talks to the Thessalonian Church, that we should wait for that day.

And knowing that we are in the last days it should prompt us into action having the right character, the right commitment, and competence.
The Apostle Peter gives us the recipe to bring God Glory in these last days. According to Peter one of Jesus's closest friends if you use these four ingredients each day you will never have to worry about living in the end times- you will never worry about the end, whether it’s us going or Jesus returning.

What are the four ingredients to the recipe of honoring God in the last days?

The first ingredient for a life honoring God is:  BE SERIOUS AND DISCIPLINED FOR PRAYER.
We have to take our faith seriously. There are too many people professing to be Christians who do not take their faith seriously. People do not want to take their faith seriously because they will be viewed by others as Bible thumper of religious nuts. We have downgraded our faith over the years to be something that we participate with on Sunday mornings but for the rest of our lives, we live our life. 

Our example comes from the First Church in Acts chapter 2 from verses 42 to 47.

But 2:42 says that the new church “devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread, and the prayers.”
Notice the seriousness of their faith, they were devoted to four things- The teachings- they were with each other every day, Meeting together in church each day. Not when they felt like it, but every day. They were in fellowship every day- going from house to house. They were breaking the bread daily – eating, sharing meals, and daily prayer with and for one another. They took it seriously. Do you take it seriously? Not serious for you, but serious for God? When you begin to take your faith seriously you will begin to be disciplined in prayer.
We are to be serious and disciplined for prayer.

What does a disciplined prayer life look like? It is intentional- you are intentionally setting aside time to go to the Father in prayer, you are intentionally praying for others- 

Wednesday Nights we are intentional about prayer- Wednesday nights have three elements to them; praise, prayer, and proclamation. We are methodical and intentionally praying for Sunday services. Here is the thing we are commanded to pray in the Bible. It is not supposed to be at a whim. We pray too much on a whim these days when we should be methodical about it.

The devil has chosen his battle and that battle is to lessen the importance of prayer in our lives. Can’t pray in schools, cannot pray at work cannot pray in Jesus name in the military, Now it in the church. Churches shy away from praying because it will turn off people from visiting. and churches are falling for it- first was schools than the government, then jobs, then the military, now its churches. In today's Christianity we pray less than other world religions and they are leading people to hell. These other world religions pray methodically. 
Do you know the one thing that I applaud the Muslim religion for? They are devoted three times a day to pray. In the Buddhists use prayer beads to count the repetitions of prayer. 
I walked into a gas station and there was no one there to wait on me. I look and there was the attendant on his prayer rug in prayer position praying. Here is the thing – you would never see a Christian doing that- because we are afraid of offending someone else. That guy came to the register after he prayed, He did not say he was sorry that I waited, did not give an excuse. He waited on me like it was an everyday occurrence. Why because was for him it was an everyday occurrence.
Folks hear my heart, Jesus did not open the Holy of Holies for us not to go to the Father in prayer. We have permission- we have the opportunity, we have the right to step into the throne of grace because we are His children. Let us not forget that. Let us not allow people or the adversary to take it away from us. We must have an intentional prayer life.

The first ingredient for a life honoring God is:  BE SERIOUS AND DISCIPLINED FOR PRAYER.

The second ingredient for a life honoring God is: TO MAINTAIN INTENSE LOVE FOR ONE ANOTHER.
Look at verse 8 with me “Above all, maintain an intense love for each other, since love covers a multitude of sins.”

Do you know the one thing that built the Church?

It was the intense love that God has for us, His love for us was so great that not only did He send His Son to the earth in the likeness of man, born of a woman, but that He would be the visible appearance of God and that He would be the sacrifice of all sacrifices, the final shedding of blood for the forgiveness of sin. And then He rose Him from the dead to complete the redemption process. And as He ascended into heaven the Church began.  

And we are supposed to have that immense love for one another as we are all part of the one body of Christ- Christ gave up His body on the cross so that we could become His body the Church. 

The from the Old Testament to the New we are commanded to love God and to love others. There are over 100 verses throughout the Bible telling us to love one another.

1 John 3:11 says – We must love one another 

1 Corinthians 16:14 – We are to do all our work in love

John 13:34 – Jesus said, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.”
 Love one another with the same immense love that I have loved you with.
Now let me mention something right here, this intense love doesn’t that mean that everything will be awesome all the time? It doesn’t mean that there won’t be issues that pop up, that the sin of gossip won’t take over, that the spirit of disunity won’t rise up- after all we all make mistakes, I make mistakes, you make mistakes, even the Apostle Peter made mistakes when he denied Jesus three times.

Peter is saying that as we make mistakes in our lives and the church that our intense love for one another covers the multitude of sins. When people get mad and they leave the church because of something that someone did; is this the intense love that we are to have that Peter is speaking about? 

In Proverbs 10:12 “hatred stirs up conflict, but love covers all offensives.” 
When Peter refused to let Jesus wash his feet, did Jesus rebuke him and make him leave the group? What did Jesus do? He washed his feet when Jesus knew that Judas was going to betray Him; What did Jesus do? He washed his feet. 

The book of 1 Corinthians chapter 13 says this about love: 

Its patient- kind- does not envy- is not boastful nor conceited- love does not act improperly- it is not selfish or provoked- it doesn’t keep a record of wrong- Love rejoices in truth – bears all things – believes all things- hopes all things- endures all things.

Why is it that we can read the Bible and be in agreement, but when push comes to shove the gloves are off we don’t do what it says? That is not the immense Love of Jesus.  When we love people for who they are not for the people we think they should be we are loving with an intense love that no matter what is said or done it doesn’t change the fact that we love one another. 
Love conquers all things because Jesus conquered all things even death. 
It makes sense what Jesus said in John 13:35 “Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples." (NLT)

Christian love is supposed to result in forgiveness and reconciliation when you feel wronged. 

The end of all things is near- what will you be caught doing? 

Peter said the ingredients of living a life that brings glory to God are 1st be Serious about prayer 2nd to maintain the intense love we have for one another.
AND THIRD IS THE INGREDIENT IS HOSPITALITY. 
When the end comes, whether we go to Jesus or He comes to us -we should be caught being hospitable to one another without complaining.

Look at verse 9

“Be hospitable to one another without complaining.”

We have too many Debbie Downers and Negative Nancy’s. 

This is a big one. WHY? Because we can be nice to people, we can be hospitable but as soon as they leave our presence the knife comes out- the backstabbing happens.

Some people are condescending- such as complaining about something by hiding it as a compliment. People do that to me all the time. Pastor, I love the cushions, but you should have gotten them in this color. Here is what Peter is saying BE NICE TO PEOPLE AND STOP COMPLAINING ABOUT EVERYTHING.
It's like the young priest who decided to enter into a monastery He joined one particularly strict sect. The head monk told him, at his indoctrination, that they were sworn to TOTAL silence. They could not speak one word at all. However, every ten years, they would be permitted to speak two words. After 10 years of total silence, the head monk indicated it was now time for him to speak his two words. The monk said, “Bed hard!” And then he resumed his silent study and work. Another 10 years passed and the head monk again indicated it was time for him to speak his two words. The monk said, “Food bad!” And then he resumed his silent study and work. Another 10 years passed and the head monk again indicated it was time for him to speak his two words. The monk said, “I quit!” The head monk shook his head and said, “I knew this was coming. You’ve done nothing but complain for the past 30 years!”

When things aren’t going your way or if you are not happy with the results of something that happened it is easy to complain even at other believers. Peter had seen how Jesus was treated by the religious leaders and the people. He also watched as Jesus interacted with them. 

Peter is saying that no matter what is going on in your life, treat people the same way Jesus treats you. Forgive them and refuse to shut them out of your life. When we fail Jesus again and again, He doesn’t write us off. He refuses to let our sin stand in the way of the relationship He wants with us. In the same way, when people fail us at church, and they will, we are to love them like Jesus and be hard to offend. Because if Jesus came back today- would you want to be caught leading the complaint department? 
The Recipe to LIVE YOUR LIFE SO THAT GOD IS GLORIFIED IS SIMPLE

1.  Be serious and disciplined in prayer.

2.  Maintain the intense love for one another.

3.  Be hospitable without complaining. 

Then the last ingredient of the recipe is;

4.  Serve one another. 

Look back at verse 10 – 11 with me.
10 Based on the gift each one has received, use it to serve others, as good managers of the varied grace of God. 11 If anyone speaks, it should be as one who speaks God’s words; if anyone serves, it should be from the strength God provides, so that God may be glorified through Jesus Christ in everything.
Notice the significance that Peter places on serving. This is the only ingredient that uses other ingredients. Peter teaches us of the three ingredients that make the complete ingredient of serving. 

First, is that we all have gifts for service. 

Notice the stRUCture of the first part of verse 10 

Based on the gift each one has received, use it to serve others.

Notice three things about this verse with me 

First is are the words based on the gift- 

The Greek word for gift is Charisma, which means a gift of grace. There are different gifts within the church. 

Second, are the words “EACH ONE HAS RECEIVED” This means all Christians have received a gift. Whoever has put their faith and trust in Christ receives a gift. 

Based on the gift each one has received is a statement of fact. You never have to wonder if you have received a spiritual gift because each one has received it. 

The Book of Romans chapter 12 verse 4-6 illustrates spiritual gifts: 

“Now as we have many parts in one body, and all the parts do not have the same function, 5 in the same way we who are many are one body in Christ (SO EVERYONE HERE WHO HAS ACCTPOED CHRIST IN FAITH IS ONE BODY) and individually members of one another. 6 According to the grace given to us, we have different gifts” 
Verse 10 goes on to say that we are to use the gifts that we have to serve one another.  

And here is the key- we are given gifts for the benefits of the church.

THE INTENSE LOVE that Peter speaks about in verse 8 is supposed to be the catalyst for serving each other with the gift that the Holy Spirit has given us. We must use the gift because when one fails to do their part, then the body of Christ Suffers.

Second Serve as good managers
A manager is responsible for another’s resources. If you are a manager of a store you are reasonable for the owner’s store, the inventory, the people, the money, etc.
As believers in Christ, we are given the gifts of God’s grace to serve one another. It is our responsibility to be good managers to ensure that not only do we use the gift, but we use the gift to glorify God.
Then the third is serve with the strength of God
Look back at verse 11

“if anyone serves it should be from the strength God provides”
One important teaching in the Bible is that we must rely on God, people cannot serve God and others with our power, we need the power and strength of God. 

We see ordinary people who were called to serve God, but they could not serve without the power of God.

Moses for example- at the age of 80 went back to Egypt and faced Pharaoh, he led the millions of people out of Egypt, across the wilderness for 40 years he needed to rely on the strength of God. When Joshua was to take the millions of people into the promised land, he relied on the strength of God. When David went to battle Goliath, the entire Army was terrified, but David had the strength of God. 

When Shadrach, Meshack, and Abednego were put into the fiery furnace they came out unharmed because of the strength and presence of God.

When Jesus ascended into heaven and gave the disciples their last instructions, the disciples moved forward and impacted the entire world with the strength of God. When Paul was beaten and imprisoned for the Gospel, he relied on the strength of God.

Peter did not hand first knowledge of this, but he lived it, that the only way to serve God completely was through His strength. 

As we serve one another often it won’t be easy.  There will be times as you serve that you may feel unappreciated, you might feel depressed as though you are not making a difference in people’s lives or even times when you just don’t feel like serving. there will be times where you want to give up. It is in these times Peter tells in all times Peter tells us that we must serve with the strength of God. 

The Bible tells us that “whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.”
THE RECIPE TO LIVE YOUR LIFE SO THAT GOD IS GLORIFIED 

1.  Be serious and disciplined in prayer.

2.  Maintain the intense love for one another.

3.  Be hospitable without complaining. 

4.  Serve one another. 

