Love you’re what?

Love your enemies? You have got to be kidding me! We all have those people in our lives that get under our skin, and most of them do it to get a reaction from us. I know when it happens to me, that sometimes I am not the greatest person in response them. Other times simply because we talk about being a Christ follower, people turn on us or say bad things to us. “Remember the old saying “keep your friends close and your enemies closer”. When we love our enemies and pray for them they can become closer.
Have you given any thought lately to what and who your enemies are? Is everyone that makes you mad your enemy?  According to Merriam Webster’s Dictionary an enemy is “an individual or group that is hostile toward another”. Our enemies can be our adversaries, an antagonist, an opponent, assailant, attacker, combatant, invader, competitor, or rival. They can also be our benefactor, friend, supporter, ally, collaborator or colleague. You know who they are and where they come from in your life maybe a co-worker, a boss, the next door neighbor, a church member or a family member. You should not be surprised to find out that the word “enemies” is used 230 times, the word “enemy” is used 105 times and that the Bible speaks about our enemies 335 times.

During the Sermon on the Mount Jesus handles the issue of our enemies, he says “You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you” (Matthew 5:43-44). Although hating your enemies was not taught in the Old Testament, compassion toward enemies was (Proverbs 24:17). But now Jesus taught that God’s love extends especially to His enemies. Praying for our enemies is one way we can express Godly love towards them. Jesus prayed for the forgiveness of those who persecuted Him even while He was on the cross (Luke 23:34).

 When we say we are Christ Followers, we do what Jesus tells us to do. By loving and praying for our enemies we can overcome evil with good. Our Christian love is not a feeling but a choice. We should choose to be concerned with people’s well-being and treat them with respect, whether or not we feel affection toward them. By loving our enemies and treating them well, we show others that Jesus is the Lord of our lives. By using Jesus as our example, we become an example for those around us. This week search your heart and pray for those who you feel are your enemies. Lift them up to God and ask God to soften your heart toward them and theirs toward you.
Here are two scriptures to meditate on this week:
“Do not gloat when your enemy falls; when he stumbles do not let your heart rejoice” (Proverbs 24:17).

“If your enemy is hungry, give him food to eat; if he is thirsty, give him water to drink for you will heap burning coals on his head, and the Lord will reward you” (Proverbs 25:21-22).

