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MAKING YOUR MARK ON THE WORLD

1 Thessalonians 1:6-10

 PASTOR TIMOTHY JONES                           Feb 11, 2018 

 Opening Prayer:
WOW! Great worship so far this morning Amen? Well good morning, My wife Gayle and I are excited to be ministering to with you today.  

In our church we started this new year with a theme “ITS ALL AOBUT JESUS AND ME” This theme focuses us on the importance of our relationships with Jesus, our family and our neighbors. It also focuses us on the importance of our personal worship and service to God. 

Well this morning we are going to be talking about things such as this. 

I entitled our message this morning as: 

MAKING YOUR MARK ON THE WORLD.

The Winter Olympics have just begun and my wife and me, we love to watch the Olympics. We even love to watch curling. Do you know what curling is: 

It is (Illustration) 

The Olympics are filled athletes who train their whole lives so that they can go out and compete at the level an Olympian.

Wouldn’t you agree with me that for an athlete there is nothing greater than the competing at the World Olympics?
You know what I found is that these athletes when they set new world records, when they have the best performance of their lives, when they have won medals for their country, when their countries are behind them. These athletes and what they stand for make a mark in the World. 

The Olympics represent the pinnacle of athleticism, training, and competitiveness, going all the way back to ancient biblical times.
 In fact the apostle Paul himself has used illustrations of athlete’s in several of his letters. In three of his letters, he used the image of all-out racing to encourage the pursuit of spiritual growth and service to God. 
He wrote to the church in Corinth and said “Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize” (1 Corinthians 9:24).
Four times Paul spoke of his own growth and service in terms of his own race.
In His letter to the church in Philippi Paul wrote:

“I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”
He is telling us today to do the very best that we can in this life for Jesus. 

With that said:

Open your Bibles with me to the New Testament book of 1st Thessalonians, you can find 1st Thessalonians by finding GALATIANS, EPHESIANS, PHILLIPAINS, COLOSSIANS then you will find 1st Thessalonians chapter 1 and when you get there please let me know by saying AMEN.

Thank you
If you are there in 1st Thessalonians begin reading with me from verse 4

“For we know, brothers and sisters loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5 because our gospel came to you not simply with words but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and deep conviction. You know how we lived among you for your sake. 6 You became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you welcomed the message in the midst of severe suffering with the joy given by the Holy Spirit. 7 And so you became a model to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia. 8 The Lord’s message rang out from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia—your faith in God has become known everywhere. Therefore we do not need to say anything about it, 9 for they themselves report what kind of reception you gave us. They tell how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath.”
Notice with me that The Church was under extreme persecution, yet they accepted by faith the Gospel of Christ and became imitators of God and them became obedient of Him. 
Have you ever had persecution in your life over What you believe about God?

Persecution still happens in todays world especially if we are doing what God has called us to do.

Let stop here for a moment and introduce something to you. I preach based off a central theme, everything that the sermon is about is from this theme or what I call the Big Idea.

So today our BIG IDEA is this:

AS CHRISTIANS WE ARE TO CONNECT WITH GOD’S MISSION TO CHANGE THE WORLD. 
Notice that this is what Paul is saying to the church, that they became Christians look at verse 5-6 Paul said that they received the Gospel and welcomed it into their hearts and then become imitators of God.

Now, To imitate means to appear to be like, to mimic, to copy, or to follow by example.

In other words, you are a copycat. Have you ever had someone copy what you say and how you act?  Or maybe someone does something that you have already been doing? When you were a kid your brotherly or sisterly fights could happen because they were copying you. Right? It kind of Got on your nerves, well God wants you to copy Him to be imitators of Him, of His love … Notice that one the Thessalian Church once they became copy cats of God’s Love they then connected with the mission of God to go out and change the World. 

 Look back at verses 7-8 with me:
Look at what Paul says:

7 And so you became a model to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia. 8 The Lord’s message rang out from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia—your faith in God has become known everywhere.
Notice that word model- in other versions of the Bible the word is translate to mean example.
Let me ask you this important question; are you a model or example to all the believers? 
The word example is defined in the Greek is used to describe a seal that marked or stamped coins and Paul uses this word to describe the Church because they became as makeup of model believers who left their mark on others.

Hence the message of Christ rang out and their faith became known everywhere.
This is what is supposed to happen to us- We are to leave the mark of Christ Jesus on others in our world. 

You see, Connecting to God’s Mission to change the World means that in every place we become the example of God and we make a mark on people’s lives. 

How many of you have scars on your body? 

Illustration - Skateboarding incident 
You see I remember in detail what made the mark on my body.

And those people we touch with the Gospel should also remember the mark you made. 

So How do we make a mark or be an example of God as we connect to His mission to Change the World?
I want to share with you 4 ways how we can put our mark on changing the world for God.
Are you ready?

#1 Pray that each of us makes an impact on the growth of the Church, that each of us are making disciples, that we would have a hunger for God’s Word.

The Apostle Paul loved praying for churches, each one of His letters are carefully written to be personable, as he let them know that He was praying for them. Here in this letter Paul says that they we are constantly praying for the believers of the church. 

We also must pray for our church that we make an impact on growth and as we make an impact on growth we are making disciples, baptizing them and having a hunger for God’s Word. 

Matthew Chapter 28: 19-20

Jesus charged the Church with the Great Commission:

 “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe everything I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

What is Jesus saying to us today? He is telling us to go out and make an impact for the Kingdom of God. Tell others of Him, invite them to Church, invite people to Bible Studies, to big events that the church puts on. 

Listen to many of people believe that the church will grow all by itself with us not doing anything yet all through scripture the Church grew because of prayer, it grew because of relationships, invitations to become Christians, the church grew because of missionary work.
Jesus is telling us to Go out and tell others. 

That’s what Paul is praising the Thessalonian Church for – He said in V 8 the Word of God rang out from among them not just locally, but in other cities as well Not just Thessalonica, but Macedonia and Achaia and everywhere else they went.  

Paul is saying that word of mouth travels much farther than a website, Facebook, cable TV and all of them are great! 

When I was in the Army, I was detailed as a recruiter and I took the job very seriously and I was very good at it. The Army had their conversion data which means to get one person to join the Army you have to talk to X number of people per month. Now I read lots of sales books and tried to incorporate a lot of things to help me become successful. I read a book by Tom Hopkins, a leading sales guru at the time and He had a graphic like this one in the book.  

He called it getting belly to belly with people or The point of this illustration? According to Hopkins, to be successful at sales, you need to see twenty prospects a day belly to belly.

And when it comes to the church, it is the same, the Bible shows us over and over that we have to get out there and get belly to belly with others. 

Can you imagine the impact on growth, the impact on making disciples, baptisms, Bible studies if we each us asked 10 people to church a month. The point is we are to go out and make our mark on the world, by telling others and inviting them, making disciples then we are to baptize them and teach them. 

Go – Make – Baptize – Teach. Get Belly to Belly with people and make your mark in their lives.
I want to challenge each and every one of you today to invite 2 people to church each week, and and to begin to pray that you will make an impact on growth, making disciples, to have a hunger for God’s Word.
#1 Pray for your Church and then go out and do it.

The Second prayer to connect with God’s mission to change the World is to pray for your own mission field.

In 2nd Corinthians 5:20 Paul says that we are ambassadors to the Kingdom of God.

“We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God.”
First let’s look at what Paul means to be an ambassador.

An Ambassador in today’s world or today’s language is a dignitary whose full-time job is to live in a foreign land, intentionally building relationships with the people native to that land and purposefully representing the people and the desires of his/or her Country.

This is the very idea that Paul uses here.

The Bible continually speaks of believers as foreigners of this world and citizens of the Kingdom of God. We don’t belong to this world yet we are here in a capacity to represent Jesus. 

Weather we are in Detroit or Windsor, Paul is calling us as spokesmen for God, although we don’t operate under our own authority, but operate by the authority of God. And as ambassadors, we are to be actively pursuing relationships in every context of our lives – at work, at home, in the community, etc. – for the purpose of pointing others to Jesus. We are to be intentionally representing His desires for everyone with whom we interact.

Second lets look at this words “Mission Field”

I believe that God has given each of us a mission field or fields.  

A famer for example has fields and famers go into the fields to cultivate the land, they plant, water and harvest the fields.

One day Jesus was speaking to a crowd of people by the shore of the Sea of Galilee in Matthew chapter 13 and Jesus told them of a parable of the Farmer who scattered seed across his fields. HE said:

“some seeds fell on a footpath, and the birds came and ate them. 5 Other seeds fell on shallow soil with underlying rock. The seeds sprouted quickly because the soil was shallow. 6 But the plants soon wilted under the hot sun, and since they didn’t have deep roots, they died. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns that grew up and choked out the tender plants. 8 Still other seeds fell on fertile soil, and they produced a crop that was thirty, sixty, and even a hundred times as much as had been planted!”

The disciples asked Jesus why did He speak in parable and Jesus went on to explain the parable to them, He said:

“The seed that fell on the footpath represents those who hear the message about the Kingdom and don’t understand it. Then the evil one comes and snatches away the seed that was planted in their hearts. 20 The seed on the rocky soil represents those who hear the message and immediately receive it with joy. 21 But since they don’t have deep roots, they don’t last long. They fall away as soon as they have problems or are persecuted for believing God’s word. 22 The seed that fell among the thorns represents those who hear God’s word, but all too quickly the message is crowded out by the worries of this life and the lure of wealth, so no fruit is produced. 23 The seed that fell on good soil represents those who truly hear and understand God’s word and produce a harvest of thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times as much as had been planted!”

Notice with me what the seed is, THE SEED is the Word of God, It’s the Gospel and the farmer seeded his whole field with it, but there was certain seed that did not make it to the harvest. Some did not germinate, others began to grow but had a week foundation, others were choked out by weeds, but others when harvested yielded so much more. 

This represents our mission field, not every person we talk to will come to know Jesus, or come to the church the first time, in fact you will find that many will tell you they are coming but never show up, and that’s what Jesus means..  but there will be a certain percentage of them that will. Our job however is to plant the entire field…
Illustration

Jesus said in Luke 10:2 "The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the LORD of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.” 

Now part of your mission field right here at the Church. We need to you to work in the missions that God has given you for the church to succeed. 

Also it is important to pray for your mission field, because it can be different and should be different for all of us.

The Thessalonian Church Paul shows us that their mission field was in their back yard of Macedonia and then further away in Achaia.

Your mission field could be the place you work. 

When I worked at Veterans Administration, my mission field was there and I still have Bible Studies there. Yours could be where you work, your neighbors, your family, the place where you shop or get gas, even to go out and eat. One of our places that is our mission field is a restaurant. We go there to intentionally build relationships with people to point them to Jesus. 

 Paul tells the church that they were making disciples everywhere they went. 

When you recognize your mission field, you become an ambassador in that foreign land you are to begin to plant the field as you intentionally point people to Jesus and the Church. 

#1 Pray for your Church and then go out and do it.

#2 Pray for your mission field and then begin to plant the seed.

The third prayer to connect with God’s mission to change the World is to pray for your giving.

I don’t want to stay here to long because we obviously you know about tithing, giving and generosity. 
But if you don’t give to the church I want to give you a challenge;

Take 90 days and give your tithe and trust that God will do something amazing in your life and begin to tithe and give generously to the church.

Pray that you will become a sacrificial giver and one who gives with a cheerful attitude. 

I Love how Paul again encourages the church as they did what God called them to do without the overseeing of the Apostle Paul. 

I am considered as the pastor to be the overseer of the my church and I know, that the only way that you would become a cheerful and sacrificial giver is not out of contempt or trying to force anyone to give, but for your relationship with God to grow and become stronger. The stronger your relationship with God becomes, your Faith in God will grow greater than it ever has been before.

It was Jesus not Pastor Tim that Said in Mathew 6

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

The truth is our aim shows our character- if our am is not heavenly but earthly then our principles, character and behavior will be that of the world. But when our aim is heavenly then people will see where our hearts truly lye.

THE BIBLE SAYS THAT GOD LOVES A CHEERFUL GIVER.

 ONE WHOSE HEART IS FOR HIM AND HIS WORK 

The also says Bible tells us in Proverbs 3:9 

“Honor the Lord with your wealth” 

One of our members always says YOU CANNOT OUT GIVE GOD.

Say that with me – YOU CANNOT OUT GIVE GOD!

What this means is that when you give, God will bless you in return and what God blesses you with in return far outweighs the largest of any sacrifice that you may give. 

#1 Pray for your Church 

#2 Your mission field.

#3 Your Giving 

The fourth prayer to connect with God’s mission to make a mark on the World is to pray for  service.

Pray that you will know the passion that God has given you to serve at the church and your community.

I just want you to know that what you do has a profound impact on the rest of the Flock. 

Look at verses 8-9 with me in our text:

The Lord’s message rang out from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia—your faith in God has become known everywhere. Therefore we do not need to say anything about it, 9 for they themselves report what kind of reception you gave us. They tell how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 
Notice what happened. By this time the Apostle Paul was known in many areas. Here Paul is saying that the Thessalonian Church did not need his testimony because the people saw how they turned away from the idolatry worship serve God.

THE BIBLE TELLS US IN FIRST PETER 4:10 THAT EACH OF US HAS BEEN GIVEN A GIFT FROM GOD TO SERVE ONE ANOTHER IN THE CHURCH.

I believe that this gift is often what we are passionate for. The idea here is find the gift that God has given you by defining what passions you may have. One could have more than one gift.

For example, someone may be passionate for teaching, another singing, another working with computers, another ministry of families, finances, youth, children, building maintenance, finances, decorating, office work, Older Adults.

The Point is we all have something to contribute and we all should be contributing to each other by serving.

The Bible says in Hebrews 6:10 “For God is not unjust. He will not forget how hard you have worked for him and how you have shown your love to him by caring for other believers, as you still do.”

Doesn’t that set the tone? Serving is not about working for the pastor, or working for the church it is about working for the Lord by caring for each other.

Statistics say that 80% of the work done at the church is completed by only 20% of people.

It is my goal to see churches all over the world to transpose those numbers. That you and my church  set the example in service. I believe that God wants 100% of the church to serve in one capacity or another.

So over the next few weeks, Ask yourself theses questions:

What is my passion?

Where can I use it to serve God?

Then put it into action. 

The Bible says to be a Christian we must love God and Love people- 

And AS CHRISTIANS WE ARE TO CONNECT WITH GOD’S MISSION TO MAKE A MARK ON THE WORLD.

How are we to do that?
By imitating God, second by being the example.
Through the Church, the Mission Field, through giving and through serving.
