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Welcome back to part 6 of our sermon series “GETTING BACK TO THE BASICS” as we walk the road of faith together through the Book of 1st John.

Before we get into the word that God has for us today, lets go to Him in prayer.

Prayer- Prayer that His message would be heard around the world. 
That this message from John will cause us to regain our focus on making the right decisions in our lives. 
We seek Your encouragement and truth in Your Word this morning.
Amen and Amen.

Open your Bibles or Aps with me to the New Testament book of 1 John, many of you should have it booked marked by now, for those who don’t 1 John is the 5th book from the back of the Bible, go to the back you find Revelation, then Jude, 3rd and 2nd John then you will find 1st John, 1st John chapter 2 and when you get there let me know by saying Jesus is Lord.
Amen, yes, HE is!

John is writing to the second and third generation Christians, these folks did not witness the beginning of the church nor the resurrection of Jesus. For some of these Christians it was a tough time in their lives, I am sure that we many of us can identify with that. For some their devotion to Christ was wavering and others were being led astray by false teachers and there were others who just began to relax their standards as Christians. 

Here is what I want you to see today- what they went through in Biblical times we are going through in the church today. I was watching a podcast- a video training, from Tom Rainer who is our president of Life-way our Christian bookstore for the SBC. He said that 10-15 years ago the definition of an active church member was someone who was going to church 3x per week, going to 2 services and participating in a small group Bible study or were involved in a ministry of the church. He said today the definition of an active church member is someone who attends church three times a month – it went from three times a week to three times a month. Now here is what I know- A shift occurred in our culture, and the Christians made the shift along with the society, and the shift said that just like prayer is not vital in school that being an active member of the body of Christ isn’t that important either. The shift has taken away the importance of being the body of Christ. What occurred from that was that the standards of being part of the body of Christ became to laxed, which has bled into the church leadership and even the standards of Christianity today. We can see that evidence of prayer not being in our schools, and we are beginning to see the results of shift in Church. So, even though John is writing this letter to those 2nd and 3rd generation Christians, we can see how it also applies to us today. 
So, in this letter John goes after what it means to go back to the basics of being a disciple of Christ Jesus. 
John thus far has talked about the vital signs of bring a Christian and that is having fellowship with God and other believers. He said that Spiritual Fellowship is the pulse of the Disciple. Then John went straight for the jugular when he said that God is light and as those who have fellowship with God we are to walk in God’s shoes- and we should then illuminate the World by reflecting God’s light. He then reminds us that as children of God we have been pardoned from the death sentence of sin and if we have sinned we are to seek forgiveness that occurs from Christ Jesus. John continues by taking the old command to love God and others and describes it as a new command as Jesus came to earth to show us what love supposed to look like and how as disciples we are to love others. And then last week who could forget that spiritual growth is process. New Christians are at the infant stage growth needing spiritual milk, then comes the youth stage and then of course the seasoned stage adulthood. 
And each stage brings with it revelation of Scripture, revelation of God, Revelation of the Holy Spirit in our lives but it they also bring struggles in life. I think that we can agree that sometimes life can be troublesome. Not only that but our days are filled with making decisions. According to the newspaper USA Today the average adult makes about 35,000 decisions each day. Another statistic that I read according to psychology and Neuroscience webpage is that Brits make 773,618 decisions in a lifetime but they live to regret 143,262. Even though these statistics are broad and enormously different, there is the truth that life is filled with decisions that we make; amen? Life is filled with the decisions that we make.

Each day brings with it the decisions of life and most of those decisions are often made because of who we are and what we think is important and what is not important.  
And this is what John is getting at here as he warns us about the world.

If you are there in 1 John chapter 2 begin reading with me from verse 15 and it begins like this:

“Do not love the world or the things that belong to the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in him. 16 For everything that belongs to the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride in one’s lifestyle—is not from the Father, but is from the world. 17 And the world with its lust is passing away, but the one who does God’s will remains forever.”
What a dramatic turn from spiritual growth to warning Christians that the decisions that we make in life have a dramatic impact on our spiritual wellbeing.

WHICH BRINGS US TO OUR BIG IDEA TODAY:
AND OUR BIG IDEA IS: 
THE PRIORITIES IN LIFE DETERMINE THE ROAD WE ARE ON.
We make the important decisions each day of our lives based on our priorities in our lives. And those decisions not only show us where we are spiritually with God, but they also show others where we are with God as well. You have heard me say “What you do next in any situation will tell others what you believe about God” 
On the other side of that our decisions and priorities can also set by outside influences such as, family, friends, co-workers, spouse or significant others, the arts and society. John wrote this letter to Christians who were being infected and confused by certain outside sources and influences. 
Many years ago, a man by the name of Keith Green sang a song that probably challenges every one of us today: Here are the lyrics:
    “I want you here with Me, but you’ve been keeping other company. You can’t sit still, it’s plain to see, you love the world and you’re avoiding Me. My Word sits there upon your desk, but you love your books and magazines the best; You prefer the light of your TV, you love the world and you’re avoiding Me…”

That’s the challenge set before us in this scripture; Do you love the world? If you love the world, then you don’t love God the Father. But if you do love God the Father, if His love is in you, then you won’t be loving the world.
Therefore, the point that John is making is, the priority in your life determines the Road you are on. 

Now if we read this correctly what John is saying is that there are only two priorities in life and the choices you make is from one of these priorities. 

John seems to be repeating but repacking it a little different from what Jesus said in Luke 16:13 that you cannot serve two masters, “you will either hate one and love the other or be devoted to one and despise the other” The point here is that you can only serve one Lord of your life. 
Another scripture that Jesus spoke of was the two roads, which is also consistent to Johns words in this letter which is found in Matthew chapter 7:13-14- “Enter through the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the road is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who go through it. 14 How narrow is the gate and difficult the road that leads to life, and few find it.
The point here is that there are only two priorities in life that determines your spiritual life, which is the basis of your choices in life. 
Let’s examine the first priority that John discusses.
The First Priority is the loving the world. 
I call it the wrong priority… 

But so many are infatuated or love what the world offers and stands for, yet so many are blind to fact that this wrong priority to have in life. 
Look back at verse 15 those first few words come to us as command “DO NOT LOVE THE WORLD or the things that belong to the world” 
Now first of all I want you to see that the words this command indicate is that there is an ongoing battle of people loving the world and isn’t that what we see today? 

The word world is used six times in these few verses. The Bible uses the word world in three different contexts. In the original text the Greek the word for world is cosmos- The word cosmos means the universe as a well- ordered ornament of God in other words world is defined as the physical world that God created, second world is defined in scripture as the people of the world collectively such as in John 3:16 “God so love the world in this way that He gave His One and Only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life”. Notice that God loves the world and everyone is defined as the world. Then the third meaning is found here, John’s meaning of the word world refers to the evil, organized system under Satan, which is operated by unbelieving people who are God’s enemies. In chapter 5 verse 10 John describes it this way that the “whole world around us is under the control of the evil one”. The Bible also tells us in 2nd Cor 4:4 that the world is Satan’s dominion and he is the god of this world. And the world is also described as those who walk in darkness (Eph 2:2). 
Jesus also spoke of the world hating both Him and those who follow Him (John 15:18-19). This world operates on the basis of ungodly thoughts, attitudes, motives, values, and goals. In other words, it is defiantly going against everything that God stands for. 
So, the command is not to love the world and this command is based from three important facts:

The First fact of why we are not to love the world is that loving the world and what is in it is an obstacle to loving God.
There is conflict that we see throughout the scripture that puts the evil of Satan, the evilness of darkness against the holiness and light of God. 

Look at second part of Verse 15 “If anyone loves the world, love for the father is not in him.”
Folks, it is impossible to love God and the world at the same time. John Piper says it this way:
“Love for the world pushes out love for God, and love for God pushes out love for the world.”

The greatest commandment is love God with all of our heart, our soul and our minds, meaning that there is nothing left to love the world with. 

The world and God are incompatible- somethings just don’t go together like: you can’t take a shower and play football at the same time. Try this with me- try to whistle while keeping your lips closed You can’t whistle and keep your lips closed at the same time.  

Loving the world, the evilness and the darkness creates a barrier of spiritual blindness to the love and to receive redemption of God. 
The Bible says in 2 Corinthians 4:4 that “the god of this age (Satan) has blinded the minds of the unbelievers so they cannot see the light of the Gospel of the Glory of Christ” 

I know that I was completely blind of need for God before I put my faith in Christ Jesus. I was in complete denial. I loved and went after the worldliest things, I did it all wrong, I wanted the wrong things, I wanted what the world had to offer and my love of the world was my obstacle. 

Loving the world is an obstacle to loving God.
The second fact of why we are not to love the world is that the world is driven by the lust of sin.
John gives us three desires that characterize what it means to be driven by a lust for the world. Let say this out loud the lusts of the world is sin. 
Look back at verse 16- with me: 
“For everything that belongs to the world – the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride in one’s lifestyle is not from the father, but is from the world”  
Lust” refers to a strong desire or impulse. It is used almost always in a negative sense in the New Testament. “Flesh” refers to our fallen nature, which is not eradicated at salvation. “The lust of the flesh” includes any strong desire or inclination of our fallen nature, including sexual sins, but also all activity that stems from the self-seeking, godless nature that we are born with.
I want you to notice that this pattern of lust has not changed from the very beginning- its what got us into trouble in the beginning and Satan is up to his old tricks each day of our lives. 

In Genesis 3:6 Eve saw that the forbidden fruit was good for food which appealed to the lust of the flesh. She saw “that it was a delight to the eyes.” This appealed to the lust of the eyes. She also saw “that the tree was desirable to make one wise.” This appealed to the boastful pride of life.
Since then this has been the pattern of sinful world. 

We see the very same pattern occurring when Satan tempted Jesus when He was in the wilderness for 40 days, Satan urged Jesus to turn the stones into bread (the lust of the flesh). He showed Him all the kingdoms of the earth, offering to give them to Him (the lust of the eyes). He encouraged Him to jump off the pinnacle of the temple, and God will command all the angels top protect Him, which could have been a source of pride in this miraculous accomplishment.
The three desires that characterize the lust of the world are: 
Lust of the flesh

Lust of the eyes

The pride of one’s lifestyle

The first two desires — lust of the flesh and lust of the eyes — refer to our desire for what we don’t already have. We lust after things and people that don’t belong to us; for example, sexual lust, adultery, envy and greed, etc. we want what others have. The third phrase – “pride” – refers to the pride in what we do have. Job, cars, home, land, money etc.…. the best way to explain it is to say it is this is the desire to be better than others so that you can glory in yourself and your accomplishments. 
So, we find that those who love the world are driven by two things: a passion for pleasure and a pride in possessions.
We all battle these temptations daily, and we often fail. But John’s point is, if you continue to seek the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the boastful pride of life as your way of life, you are not maintaining love for the Father.
Loving the world is an obstacle to loving God.

The world is that the world is driven by the lust of sin.
Then the third fact of why we are not to love the world is that it is passing away.

Look at verse 17 with me:

“and the world with its lusts is passing away”

The world is dying each and every second, its lifestyle, its desires, what makes the world appealing will never last, it is temporary, it will not remain forever, but not only that if you share the desires of the sinful world- if you love the world you are sure to pass away with it. 

I have heard of people walking away from God because they were going through tremendous pressures of life, but yet the nonbelievers were living the best lifestyle. Here is what I want to say to you that when you put your faith and trust in Jesus and you love God rather than the world = your reward is far greater throughout eternity.

The people who love the world make decisions based on that priority. 

People don’t buy stock in the company that is guaranteed to go bankrupt.  

The Bible tells us in the gospel of Matthew - “Don’t collect for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal.”

Why because it is all temporary, it will not last- its sure to fail…it is not a guarantee. You will lose your life. If you love the world, it will pass away and it will take you with it. It would be like staying on the Titanic and getting sucked down to the bottom of the sea, instead of using the lifeboat that is waiting for you.
Do you know what my wife and I invest the most in? The church – why? Because we know that the body of Christ will never die- it will live forever. There is a great return in our investment.

That scripture continues to say: 

 20 But collect for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves don’t break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
The First Priority is the loving the world. I call it the wrong priority… 

It is an obstacle to loving God.

It is driven by the lust of sin.

It is that it is passing away.

The second priority is loving the Father.

I call it the right priority in life. 
There are two quick points I need to make here with you.

#1 The opposite of loving the world is loving the Father.
Remember just a few weeks ago we talked about the Old commandment that was made new.

Loving God is not only a command from the Old Testament but Jesus made it clear that He came to show the of God for us. 
John tells us in the 4th chapter of this book that “WE LOVE HIM, BECAUSE HE FIRST LOVED US”
Look at verse 15 “If anyone loves the world the love of the Father is not in him” 
John puts a twist and makes his readers think for a moment. Are these words condemning the world and its evil or is it about the opposite of loving God? It’s both because you cannot love God and love as the world, yet you cannot live as the world lives and love God. It is a matter of priority in your life.
The second point is 
#2 Loving the Father is doing His will. 

Look at the last part of verse 18 with me:

“the one who does God’s will remains forever”
Turn over to the fifth chapter with me, it is just a few pages from where you are chapter 5 and let me share with you what John says in verse 3

“For this is what love for God is: to keep His commands”

Jesus had told us that “If you love me, you will keep my commandments” John 14:15
The idea here is simple- You can measure your spiritual life in two easy steps- 
Love God with everything that you are and obey His commands. And when you do these things the decisions in life will be manifested through God being your priority. In other words when God is your priority in life the decisions you make in life are directed by His will for you. 
Your priority in life determines the road you are on.

The wrong priority is an obstacle to loving God. It
 is driven by the lust of sin and it is that it is passing away.
The right priority is Loving God and doing His will. 
Invitation
