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PART IV

The Road Church 

Mission Essential 
Scripture: Matthew 28:16-21
Pastor Timothy Jones                    May 6, 2018
Hey GOOD Morning, it is great to be with you in the house of the Lord today.  Yesterday was awesome, we had the Petting Zoo here. We got to visit with families and invite them to church we had over 113 people come in 2 hours. 
Today we are closing out our teaching series called A.D. we have been looking at the 40 days after resurrection of Jesus and why He appeared to over 500 of people proving Himself alive and what that means for our lives today.

The First Week -  We discovered the first encounter with the resurrected Jesus was with Mary Magdalen. On that Sunday Mary and others went to the tomb early in the morning while it was still dark, but then she encountered the Light of the World. Jesus is not dead HE is Alive! This was a life altering encounter with Jesus. 
The Second Week – we talked about the Road to Truth. Where two of Jesus’ disciples where walking on the road to Emmaus, they were arguing about the events surrounding Jesus death – burial and empty tomb. Jesus came along side of the them and as Jesus shared with them the truth of what the scriptures said about His suffering, death and resurrection. He was preparing their hearts and it was at the supper that Jesus revealed the truth that He was truly alive. The Road to truth leads us to the risen Savior of the World.
Then Last week- We talked about forgiving the past. How Jesus appeared to seven disciples as they were fishing, He made them breakfast for them and after breakfast Jesus asked Peter if he loved him three times. Here is the significance Jesus not only forgave Peter of his past rejection but also He restored his future.

Folks our past Failures do not define our future in Christ Jesus. 

That brings us to this morning, week 4 of this series and we have titled our teaching today as MISSION ESSENTIAL. 

Open your Bibles or your APS with me to the New Testament Book of Matthew, Matthew chapter 28, Matthew chapter 28 and When you get there let me know by saying “MISSION ESSENTIAL”  
PRAYER- Lets bow our heads and hearts together as we ask God the Holy Spirit to reveal in us today our purpose and mission through the Son Jesus Christ. 
We have been created for work- When God made man He put him to work by naming all the living things that God created- He placed man in the garden to live and to tend God’s garden. Some of us work too much, some too little. Some work too hard; some too little. Some work after the right things; some after the wrong things. But, the truth is, God created us for work. The choice is ours as to the kind and quality of work we do. In our passage today, Jesus has completed His great work His earthy ministry. Now He is passing down the work to us. Nearly every resurrection appearance of Jesus ends with Jesus telling those present to tell others that He is alive. The New Testament indicates that there were at least ten appearances of Jesus in the post resurrection state. In eight of these appearances Christ gives an explicit commission. In five He commands His followers to go into all the world and preach the gospel.

Well If you are there in Matthew 28 let’s begin reading from verse 16 and it begins like this…….
“The 11 disciples traveled to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had directed them. 17 When they saw Him, they worshiped, but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came near and said to them, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe everything I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
Jesus is instructing the disciples and us today about the mission of life that we are on. This is the central message and Mission of the people of God. 
Which Brings us to our Big Idea today 

Our BIG IDEA IS: 

Our life mission as a Christ follower is to help others find their way back to God.
Now I know a lot about being on mission, for 20 years I was on mission in the U.S. Army and when the Army tells you to go here and there, well you go here and there. - The Army was the place where I felt that I could serve my greatest purpose in life which was to protect our country. But I found that although the Army gave me purpose, my greatest purpose had yet to come, because all through my adult life I had been searching for something that I could not find, something to fill that void in my soul. 

In the Army if you are on mission and the order of the mission changed, it was called a Fragmentary Order (FRAGO for SHORT) it covered the Situation, Mission, execution, service and support and command and signal - No sooner had I invited Christ into my life than I had a tremendous sense that I was made for a greater mission! God gave me a FRAGO. My mission had changed.   
That is what we see here- Jesus is died, was resurrected and although this was God’s plan from the beginning, the mission of the disciples has now changed. Jesus will no longer be with them, but they will become mission essential for Christianity to spread. 
The Bible tells us in 2nd Corinthians 5:17 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has passed away, and see, the new has come!”

He is the thing about becoming new in Christ, your mission becomes new as well, Although your old life style changes, our purpose for existence is changed and now you have been given a FRAGO- Your orders have changed. Under the new orders we have a life mission, with a new execution, with a new support and a new command- a new life work to help others find their way back to God. Because God created us for this purpose. 
Here is the thing about the GREAT COMMISION – Our GREAT GOD- has Given us a GREAT FUTURE to tell the World about the GREAT GOSPEL. 

So, I want to spend some time highlighting three elements of our life mission that we find in the Great Commission.
Number 1, First- JESUS IS OUR AUTHORITY. 
When people are searching for purpose in their lives most self-help books suggest that people should look within, at their own desires and dreams. I read a book once that said your dreams and desires in life could come by positive thinking. We may even look towards others or look at society and try and live up to its expectations, all of these requires our own authority and power. But real purpose and mission comes from understanding and fulfilling God's purposes for putting us on earth.
In Rick Warrens book the purpose driven life he answers the question: Why do I exist? And the one of those answers he gives is that we are created for mission- we are created for a life mission. Jesus has spent three plus years preparing the disciples for this moment when they take over the mission of reconciliation but Before Jesus commissions the disciples to this new Life mission He reminds them of the most important thing in our mission, His authority. 

Look back with me at verse 18 “Then Jesus came near and said to them, all authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me”
Notice with me that Jesus who has authority over everything and look at what He does, He gets close to His disciples, almost like calling them into a huddle to give them the next play. I love this about Jesus, Because He could have shouted from mountains, He could have floated in the air, His voice could have come from heaven with all the authority but instead, instead He pulls them together and tells the plan that God has for their lives. Have you ever noticed that Jesus still does that today with us?
Let me share with two things about the authority of Jesus.

First, Jesus’ authority was ‘given’ to Him from His Father God, the Creator of the heavens and the earth.  We can begin to grasp the full implications of this authority.  Jesus, the man who was anointed, crucified and is now risen, is also the divine Son of God, and has received His authority both as the Son of God, but also from God the Father.
Second, notice the extent of His authority is universal - “in heaven and on earth”.  Before Jesus’ resurrected state in Matthew’s Gospel Jesus has said that He has “authority on earth to forgive sins” (Matthew 9:6).  Later we find that He declares that “all things have been committed to me by my Father” (Matthew 11:27).  In John 1 verse 3 John declares that all things were created by Him– and apart from Him not one thing was created Verse 12 HE gave the right for us to be Children of God- and how did He do that? Through the blood sacrifice and resurrection. By the way the resurrection validates Jesus’ authority and His authority is over all things to include heaven as well as earth.

THE IMPLICATIONS OF THIS CLAIM ARE HUGE.  In the context of the Great Commission it highlights that Christ alone has true authority over all Creation. This is an assurance to His disciples then and now that when we go to share the good news we are not going in our authority but in the authority of Christ. Many people fail to understand that the work we do, the life mission that we are called to do is under the authority of Christ Jesus. 
In John 17 verse 18, this scripture is where Jesus prays for the disciples then and for us today and listen to what He prays “As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world.”
Jesus is extending the work of the Kingdom of God to the people through His own authority. For the very purpose of why God sent the Son- the Son sends us. 

We operate under His authority.
The second element: the purpose of our life mission is to make disciples.

Our Mission Statement for our church is to Love God- Love People – Change the World. AMEN?
The idea of changing the world is transforming the lives of people. 

By which our vision says we are to influence people to change their lives through the Gospel, to be examples of God’s grace by walking in Christ’s excellence and to connect people together to grow in faith, love and community.

Which is the goal of our mission to transform lives. 

When we first come to Christ our lives become transformed as we mentioned earlier – but more than our old life becoming new, we now have a new life mission to live beyond ourselves. Society wants us to live for ourselves but God’s plan of redemption means that we live beyond ourselves and to see people’s lives transformed with the Gospel. 
Folks this is how the church began and has remained for over 2017 years and this plan is still working today as long as we use the plan under the ultimate authority of Jesus. 

So what is the Game Plan? 

Jesus clearly lays out the plan to accomplish this:

Look back at verse 19-20

“go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them observe everything that I have commanded you” 
Notice with me first, that the purpose of the great commission, the purpose of our life mission is to MAKE DISCIPLES.
The question that so many try to answer is twofold; First; what is a disciple?  Second; what does it take for another to become a disciple? 

In the Biblical days people knew what a disciple was- a according the Gospel books of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John a disciple is a person who denies themselves, takes up their cross and follows Jesus every day and it is someone who empowers others to do the same. It’s about submitting to teachings of Jesus. 
But listen, we can never help another person become a disciple of Christ- if we are not a disciple ourselves. Disciples make Disciples. So Jesus teaches us what it takes to make followers of Him.
How do we make disciples? Jesus outlines this with three action words GO- BAPTISE- TEACH. These are three things that Jesus did to make His disciples and it is what should have happened to us. Someone should have come to us with the Gospel- we should have been baptized and we should be under the teachings of another disciple. 
Lets take a look at those three words:
GO- I believe that at the heart of our life mission is to Go and see others transformed with the Gospel. 
I’m going to say something to you that may shock you, but I believe there is a difference between a disciple and a Christian – A Christian is the worlds watered down verse of a follower of Christ- it is what prevents us from reaching others with the Gospel – because by societies standard you can be a Christian and not believe in church- you can be a Christian and never tell another about Jesus, but a disciple is a life commitment and requires us to do something with our faith, Jesus said that a disciple is on a mission to make more disciples. So in order for us to make a disciple we must GO- This means to put into action, God never intend for us to be a static faith. We not are to be held within the four walls of this building waiting for the world to come to us. Yet that is what we are praying for- “God send us visitors so they can grow our church” And I repent of that to you today because I have been praying that—and this is the wrong attitude for us to have, Our ministry a ministry of making disciples. We are to go and engage others with the gospel. That is what changing the world is all about.
Earlier in Matthew Gospel it records the famous Sermon on the Mount.  One of the remarkable statements that Jesus says to His disciples is this: 

“You are the light of the world.  A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl.  Instead they put it on a stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.”  (Matthew 5:14-16).  

The point is clear, since we are light, we must let our light shine by the way we live our lives. And the truth is people don’t see how we live our lives by us laying around and not doing nothing – God’s work is not accomplished by doing nothing. The key word is that we are lights of the Gospel and other must see our good deeds- and praise the God we love and serve.  So many times, people will be first attracted to the gospel by our actions before they will receive our words.  
The Disciples began living out the great commission by waiting in Jerusalem spreading the Gospel there and when the church scattered because of persecution the Church expanded. The book of Acts teaches us that church expanded to Judea, Galilee, Samaria, Corinth, Antioch, Iconium, Ephesus, Ethiopia then into Europe and beyond. In the New Testament, we find that Paul planted some say 14 churches up to 28 churches. 
The point is the Gospel of Jesus, our mission is to be entering into our communities, cities, infiltrating the Darkness of the world to spread the light of Jesus Christ, helping other churches in their areas, we are to Go into other countries, other cultures to spread the good news of Jesus Christ. And that’s what we do, We have went to Uganda- We do that through missions as we send finances to The Greater Detroit -Uganda- to Ecuador, Russia and through our giving of the cooperative program as Southern Baptists. 
Jesus tells us to Go and tell others of the Gospel. In Mark chapter 16:15 “Go into all the World and preach or proclaim the Gospel to the whole creation”
This is hugely important.  Central to our Mission is a call to preach or proclaim the good news.  This is something that we see that Jesus speaking about during the 40 days that Jesus was with His disciples. Folks, We have good news, in fact the best news ever, so we must not keep it to ourselves, but go and tell others in our neighborhoods- our cities and the world.

We are under the Authority of Jesus Christ, the Son of God to GO and proclaim His name. 
To make disciples we are to GO-

Look at that second word -To make disciples we are to baptize who cone into the faith.
Baptism is not the way that someone becomes a Christian, but is the sign that someone has become one. 
Why baptize? 
First It is mandated by Jesus to baptize all disciples of all nations. Amen? 
Second it illustrates Christ Burial and resurrection.

Third, illustrates the persons new life as a Christian- Throughout the New Testament it is clear that it was to be a vital next step after someone had repented and believed.  Through baptism, that person publicly declares that they are now a follower of Jesus, identifying with Him in his death, burial and resurrection.
Baptism in the Greek context here means the immersion of a person- it represents a permanent change and it is to be in done in the Name of the trinity of God- God the Father – God the Son And God the Holy Spirit. 

So let us encourage those that come to faith, to express their faith in Christ, by being baptized as soon as possible. And if you are a follower of Christ and have not been baptized, can I encourage you to do so. 
To make disciples we are to go-

To make disciples we are to baptize.
Then that third word – to make a disciple we must teach. Verse 20
“Teaching them to observe everything that I have commanded you” Jesus said.
To be an effective teacher of the Word of God – you must know the Word and to know the Word you must be a student of the Word of God. This is the definition of the Greek word- Teaching means to be a teacher- to impart instruction 

Notice I did not say that you have to memorize the whole Bible and act it out in Character. 

As Jesus engaged the lost, He was continually looking for others who He could pour himself into. He was looking for others to build the foundation with. In Matthew chapter 5 is where Jesus begins to teach the Sermon on the Mount and verse 1 says that “When He saw the crowds, He went up on the mountain, and after He sat down, His disciples came to Him.2 Then He began to teach them”
Even though the crowds of people were around Him, He took the time to take the disciples and to teach them. Jesus’ focus was on those disciples who He personally selected. The goal was to mature them in the faith and to teach them how to apply the word in their lives- so that they could be the faithful followers and eventually take over the ministry as we see come to life in the book of Acts.
The quicker that we help someone get grounded in the faith the better it is for them and the church. This can happen many ways - through our services, Bible studies, classes.  But the best way is through life-on-life learning, mentoring and in the context of community. In other words, once you see someone come to Christ, your job has only just begun.  As Mom’s will testify - giving birth is only the beginning of a LONG journey!
If the Great Commission’s purpose is to make disciples – by going, baptizing and teaching – and if it sounds all a little bit daunting, then take heart, we are not left alone…  Jesus finishes the Great Commission by reminding His disciples, then and now of the fact That we won’t do it alone.

The first element of our life mission is Jesus is the source of our mission.

Second we are to transform lives by making disciples .

The third element of our life mission this: POWER BEHIND THE MISSION IS THE PRESENCE JESUS. 
Look at verse 20: “And Remember, I am with you always to the end of the age” 

In the opening of the book of Matthew He introduces us to Jesus as Immanuel- God with us
Chapter 1:23 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel" (which means "God with us").”
Now Matthew records the last words Of Jesus in His gospel that we should never fear the work of God, Because God will be with us. 
Jesus says over and over again that He will be with us- through the Holy Spirit of God
 “And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counsellor to be with you forever – the Spirit of truth...you know him, he lives with you and will be in you.  I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you.”  (John 14:16, 18)   

Here’s the staggering truth: we are never alone. Through the Spirit of God who comes not to just to be WITH us but to live IN us, Jesus is personally present all of the time!  This the same Jesus who taught, healed and delivered, who was crucified and is now risen, is now with us 24-7 for the rest of our lives.  He is here to strengthen and comfort us in our own walk with Him, as well as empower us as we seek to carry out His Great Commission.  

As a disciple of Christ Jesus these words should be the satisfying words in your life “I AM WITH YOU ALWAYS” 

I read once that a missionary in lived in great danger in Africa and after reading the words I am with you always He said that He would trust in Jesus and not be afraid- Years later he said “ The Thing that sustained me, in all the years in Africa, were these words, “I am with you always”.
As A Christ follower Jesus has given you a new order a FRAGO-To Make disciples 

Jesus is the source of our mission.

The goal of our mission is to transform lives.
The power behind the mission is the very presence Jesus.
The Great Commission is our life mission.
Invitation:
