Welcome to
The Road Church
WALKING THE ROAD OF FAITH TOGETHER 

(Matthew 7:14) 
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Welcome to The Road!


We are excited that you have chosen to become a family member here at The Road Church. It is a privilege to be your pastor. We are excited to see what God is going to do with you here at SRBC, because God has a purpose for you right here.  We are the body of Christ Jesus, and as part of that body, though many members we work together for His glory and purpose (1 Corinthians 12:13-31). I hope and pray that you already have seen that in action in all ministries. This booklet and class are an introduction to The Road. We have several ministries which will allow you to be active and serve fulfilling God’s purpose in your life.  After you have reviewed the material, completed this introductory class and seek guidance from God you will begin to fulfill your purpose through our ministries.
I am looking forward to see what God has planned for you!

Because of His sacrifice,

Timothy Jones

SR. Pastor
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THE ROAD CHURCH 
Vision and Mission Statement

We at The Road, like all Christians at all times and in all places, exist to glorify God.  We believe that we are called to glorify Him by becoming true disciples ourselves and making disciples of others.  We believe that this can only happen by the power of the Holy Spirit through the preaching and teaching of the Word of God in a community of committed believers.

Our vision is for the gospel of Jesus Christ to break out in our communities and beyond.  We want to see the power of the Holy Spirit bringing forgiveness and reconciliation in families and changed lives in individuals.

Our mission is that as disciples of Christ we will be ever growing in our pursuit of these three ends: 

Love God – Love People – Change the World.
The command to Love God and others.

Jesus one day was questioned by a lawyer who tried to test Jesus;     
“Teacher, which command in the law is the greatest?” 
He (JESUS) said to him, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the greatest and most important command.  The second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself. 40 All the Law and the Prophets depend on these two commands” (Matthew 22: 36-40).
Jesus also gave us what is called the Great Commission. 
“All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe everything I have commanded you” (Matthew 28:18-20).
As Jesus gave us the mandate of the Great Commission to become missionaries in our lives. Within this mandate we find there are four areas in which must be active to fulfill His command.

1.  GO – Jesus said we are to go to all nations in the book of ACTS Jesus tells the disciples “you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). 
Jesus gave us these for geographical areas in our lives to be missionaries. 

First, our Jerusalem is the relationships of our lives, family, friends, co-workers and our local communities. 

Second, our Judea is the area that is outside of our immediate influence.  Our Judea includes cities that are close to us.

Third, Samaria, is the geographical area within our country.

Fourth, the ends of the earth, this is where we focus on outside our country towards other countries. 

2. Make – We are to make disciples as we GO.

3. Baptism 

4. Teaching 
We aspire to accomplish these three commands that Jesus gave the church- to love God – Love People- and to connect with God’s mission to change the world.  
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Our History

This is a brief History of the The Road Church (Southfield Road Baptist Church). We believe in order to get to the future we must know the past.

Southern Baptist work in Michigan began with a few independent churches. The first Southern Baptist Church in Michigan was the Gorham Street Baptist Church of Jackson, it was organized in 1923.

The Formation of the Southern Baptist Church Convention was formed in 1957 when the Motor Cities Association of Southern Baptist affiliated with SBC.

With one thousand dollars in the treasury twenty-five people from the Eber Baptist Church, Merriam Road Baptist Church and the Gethsemane Baptist Church met together for the first time on a Sunday afternoon in the home of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Henson. The mission then moved to Mr. and Mrs. Glen Shivel until they began meeting at the Horger School.

On January 19, 1958 the church was officially formed calling itself the First Southern Baptist Church of Lincoln Park. They organized with twenty-seven members. On the day that the church was organized Rev. Burt Caldwell pastor, applied for affiliation to the Greater Detroit Baptist Association. The Lord’s supper was first observed on April 12, 1958. Due to the expansion and growth the Church purchased Bethany Untied Missionary Church on August 1959.

On April 1, 1960 a church plant began to form. On July 6, 1960 the First Southern Baptist Church of Lincoln Park gave permission for the church plant to constitute on July 17, 1960. This Church was known as the First Spanish Southern Baptist Church of Detroit.
On September 5, 1962, the First Southern Baptist Church of Lincoln Park had seen tremendous growth and they voted to have two services on Sunday morning. Then on September 16, 1962 the church voted to be on the radio which would air Sunday nights from 7:30-8:30 pm. Later in 1962 the church purchased the current location of the church from Allen Park Church of Christ. The first official church service was the first Sunday of April 1962 at 14880 Southfield Road. In 2014 the SRBC called Rev. Timothy Jones as pastor. 
In 2017 we officially began calling Southfield Road Baptist Church- The Road Church.
The Pastorates of the church are:

Bert Caldwell 1958-1971

R. Dale Bowen 1972-1973

M. A. Hutto 1974-1975

Bert C. Caldwell 1976-1981
William F. Carothers 1982- 2014

Timothy D. Jones 2014- present 
OUR AFFILIATIONS
Greater Detroit Baptist Association- (GDBA) A group of Southern Baptist Churches in the Greater Detroit area.

Baptist State Convention- (BSCM) Southern Baptist Churches in the State of Michigan

Southern Baptist Convention- (SBC) Southern Baptist Churches
What is the Southern Baptist Convention?

It is the largest association of Christian churches in America. It is the most diverse association of churches. It is one of the fastest growing groups.

The SBC Church is independent from denominational control or hierarchy, each church is self governed and determines its own affairs:

· Every SBC church chooses its own pastors.
· Every SBC church owns its own assets and buildings.
· Every SBC church determines its own programs and ministries.

What are the advantages of the Southern Baptist convention?

It allows us to participate in the in the largest missionary organization in the world. It also allows us to identify with other Christians around the world who are known for their commitment to the Holy Scriptures. The Bible is the only authority.

The Cooperative program of the SBC was formed in 1925 to fulfill the Great Commission found in Matthew 28:16-20 and Acts 1:8.

The Cooperative program of the SBC is the catalyst of our worldwide missions.
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Missions were a priority as the SRBC (The Road) voted to send five dollars each week to the Cass Park Center. Then on April 4, 1961 the church sponsored a mission in Detroit. Which was later called the Central Baptist Church. August 9, 1964 the church began a mission in Taylor which would be called the Fairlane Baptist Chapel. Today at SRBC we still believe that missions are our priority. 

Southfield Road Baptist Church is a mission minded church. We believe that in order to help change the world we must connect with God’s mission in the world. 
OUR MISSIONS
These are the missions who we regularly help support, this does not include the Cooperative Program in the SBC or our local Greater Detroit Baptist Association who we give regularly to. 
These mission friends are supported through our Sunday School and Bible Study Classes. 
1. The Allen Family- this family travels on a bus throughout the United States, Canada and Africa singing about the good news of Jesus Christ. Many have come to know Jesus through the power of their testimony and songs. They also have recently started an organization called Hope’s Cry International. They also take water purification filters and give to families so they can drink clean water. 

This year we have sent twenty-four backpacks filled with school supplies for the children at the orphanage. 
2. MSP- Men Standing Positive- (Mike Wuebbles) this young man from Saint Louis is doing the word for God- reaching young children, teens and families in the poverty-stricken area of Saint Louis, MO. He provides concerts through his Christian rap music and carrying the cross through the city streets he is able to minister to the people and people are becoming Christians through him. 

3. Get the WORD OUT -Get the WORD Out, Inc, is a not-for-profit organization that takes Bibles to anywhere in the world that God opens door. Jesus cares about kids, and so do we! We have mission projects in Kenya including a school, an orphanage, a hen house (providing food and income) and in Cambodia. We share the Gospel through Peace Rallies, Gospel bracelets and soccer balls as well as through testimonies, song and dance.

4. David Meyer and family Missionaries in Cayambe, Ecuador, they are planting churches in Ecuador.  They recently built a church and went to Dominican Republic as a mission trip. 
Again, The Road Church believes in order to get to the future we must know the past, and now you are a part of our legacy. 
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A New Life in Christ
“For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ like a garment.  There is no Jew or Greek, slave or free, male or female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:26-28).
WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A CHRISTIAN?

I.
Why Am I Here?
1.
God Made Me To LOVE Me!

“For He chose us in Him, before the foundation of the world, to be holy and blameless in His sight. In love He predestined us to be adopted through Jesus Christ for Himself, according to His favor and will,” (Ephesians 1:4-5).

2.
We Were Created To EXPERIENCE A Personal Relationship With God And to ENJOY All The Rest of God’s Creation!  This Makes Us Special!
“So God created man in His own image; He created him in the image of God; He created them male and female. 28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, and subdue it. Rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, and every creature that crawls on the earth.”  (Genesis 1:27-28).
Jesus said, “ A thief comes only to steal and to kill and to destroy. I have come so that they may have life and have it in abundance” (John 10:10).             
II. What’s The Problem?


Man has a natural desire to DISREGARD and ignore God’s principles for living.

· “If it feels good, do it!”

· “It’s my life and I’ll do what I want!”
· “A person must confront his own sinfulness in all its ravaging depths before he can                                                      enjoy the comforts of salvation.”—Martin Luther

The Bible Calls This Attitude SIN.  

“All went astray like sheep; we all have turned to our own way; and the Lord has punished Him for the iniquity of us all” (Isaiah 53:6).

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23).
Sin Breaks Our Close RELATIONSHIP With God.  Sin Causes Us To FEAR  God And Try To Live Our Lives Outside Of His Will.


 “But your iniquities have built barriers between you and your God, and your sins have made Him hide His face from you so that He does not listen...”  (Isaiah 59:2).                              


When Our Relationship To God Is Not Right, It Causes PROBLEMS In Every Area Of Our Lives – Marriage, Career, Relationships, Finances, Etc.


When People Have Problems, They Often Try Many Different Ways Of Coping Before Turning To God.


“There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way to death” (Proverbs 16:25).
III.  What’s The Solution? THE GOSPEL.  

Jesus Christ is the gospel.

Jesus said, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me” (John 14:6).
GOD Himself came to earth as a human being to bring us back to Himself. If any other way would have worked, Jesus Christ would not have had to come. The Way is a Person!
Jesus left the throne in heaven, set aside His deity to become what God created to reconcile mankind back to the relationship we were created for.

“He was in the world, and the world was created through him, yet the world did not recognize Him. He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive Him, He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name” (John 1:10-12).
Jesus Has Already Taken Care Of Your Sin Problems!

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord”  (Romans 6:23).
 God Did This For Us Because He Loves Us And Wants Us To Have a RELATIONSHIP With Him.

“But God provides His love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us!” (Romans 5:8).
“For there is one God, and one mediator between God and humanity, Christ Jesus, Himself human, who gave himself a ransom for all, a testimony at the proper time” (1st Timothy 2:5-6).
God has already done His part to RESTORE our relationship to Him. He took the initiative. Now He waits for each of us to individually accept what He has done for us.

IV. What Does God Want Me To Do?
God wants you to return to HIM what is rightfully HIS.

The biblical word for repentance is the idea of turning around or changing direction. To sin is to rebel against God and His rule and reign over our lives. To repent is to turn back to God and begin to live with His rule and reign and authority over our lives.
To repent is to turn away from the sin in your life.

You can do return to God By:
1. ADMIT, That God Has Not Been First Place In Your Life And Ask Him To Forgive Your Sins.

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).
2. BELIEVE, That Jesus Died To Pay For Your Sins And That He Rose Again, And Is Alive Today.
“If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved” (Romans 10:9).

3.
CONFESS, that Jesus Christ Is The Lord (Leader) Of Your Life.  

“If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved” (Romans 10:9).


“There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to people and we must be saved it" (Acts 4:12).

4.
RECEIVE God’s Free Gift of Salvation. Don’t Try to Earn It.


“For you are saved by grace through faith, and this is not from yourselves; it is God’s gift— 9 not from works, so that no one can boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9).
 
      “But to all who did receive Him, He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name” (John 1:12).


Our relationship to God is not restored because we merit or deserve it.   We simply repent, turn from living without God, and receive salvation by confessing and believing.  

We want to make sure you understand the step you are taking today, if you did not have a chance to do so before today, you can take this step by praying this simple prayer to God:

“Dear Lord Jesus.  I believe that you died for my sin and that you were raised by the power of God to be the Lord.  Please forgive me for not following you.  I confess that Jesus is the Lord of my life and I from this day forward I want to follow Jesus.  

 "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved."  (Romans 10:13).
V. How Can I Be Assured Of My Salvation?

You Know You Have Eternal Life Because:

1. GOD Keeps His Promises!

· You repented of your sin (Acts 3:19).
· You placed your faith in Jesus (Ephesians 2:8-9)
· You confessed Jesus as Lord (Romans 10:9-10)
2.
GOD Heard Your Prayer!

For "everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved." 

 (Romans 10:13)

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).
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I. Why Should I Be Baptized?
1.
To follow the example set by JESUS. 

“In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan” (Mark 1:9).
2.
Because Christ COMMANDS It.
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age."         (Matthew 28:19-20).
"If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.” (John 14:15)

3.
It Demonstrates That I Really Am FOLLOWING CHRIST. 

“Crispus, the leader of the synagogue, believed the Lord, along with his whole household. Many of the Corinthians, when they heard, believed and were baptized” (Acts 18:8).

II. What Is The Meaning Of Baptism?

1. 
It Illustrates Christ’s DEATH and Resurrection.

      “For I passed on to you as most important what I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that He was buried, that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures” (1 Corinthians 15:3-4).

“Having been buried with Him in baptism, you were also raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead” (Colossians 2:12).
2.
It Illustrates My NEW LIFE as a Christian.


“Therefore, we were buried with Him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too may walk in a new way of life” (Romans 6:4).
· Baptism does not “save” you, or “wash” your sins away; only your faith in Jesus’ death on the cross for your sin does that.   

· Baptism does not make you a believer; it shows that you have already believed.  

· Baptism is like a wedding ring; it is the outward symbol of the commitment you have already made in your heart.           
III. Why Be Baptized By Immersion?

1. Because JESUS was baptized that way.

“After Jesus was baptized, He went up immediately from the water. The heavens suddenly opened for Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming down on Him” (Matthew 3:16).
2. Every Baptism In The BIBLE Was By Immersion.

“Then he ordered the chariot to stop, and both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him any longer. But he went on his way rejoicing” (Acts 8:38-39).
John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because there was plenty of water there. People were coming and being baptized” (John 3:23).
3. The Word “Baptize” Means “To  IMMERSE or DIP UNDER Water.”



The Greek word “baptizo” literally means “to immerse or dip under water.”

4. Immersion Was the Practice of the First Christians!



The founders of the major denominations agree:

· Martin Luther (Lutheran): “I would have those who are to be baptized to be entirely immersed, as the work imports and the mystery signifies.”

· John Calvin (Presbyterianism): “The word ‘baptize’ signifies to immerse. It is certain that immersion was the practice of the ancient church.”

· John Wesley (Methodist): “Buried with Him, alludes to baptizing by immersion according to the custom of the first church.”
IV. Who Should Be Baptized?
Every Person Who Has FAITH In Christ and confessed Him to be Lord.  

“So those who accepted his message were baptized, and that day about 3,000 people were added to them” (Acts 2:41).
But when they believed Philip as he preached good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were baptized” (Acts 8:12).
“Then even Simon himself believed. And he was baptized, he went around constantly with Philip and was astounded as he observed the signs and great miracles that were being performed”. (Acts 8:13).
V.      Baptism of Children.   
At The SRBC, we wait until children are old enough to believe and understand the true meaning of following the Lord Jesus and baptism before we baptize them.

Some churches practice a “baptism of confirmation” for children. This ceremony is intended to be a covenant between the parents and God on behalf of the child. The parents promise to raise their child in the faith until the child is old enough to make his own personal confession of Christ. This custom began about 300 years after the Bible was completed.

· If you were baptized as an infant, it was a testimony of your parent’s faith.  They were doing what they felt was important for you and for themselves as Christian parents. 

· This is different from the baptism talked about in the Bible, which was only for those old enough to believe. Every baptism in the Bible was a testimony of the person’s faith that was being baptized.  

The purpose of a New Testament baptism is to publicly confess your personal commitment to be a follower of Christ. 

· At SRBC, it is a membership requirement that every Christ-follower must have been baptized the way Jesus demonstrated, even though many of us were “confirmed” as children.  

· In our Church family, instead of baptizing infants, the parent(s) bring their child before the church family for “Baby Dedication.”  The parents dedicate themselves to raise their children to follow the Lord.  The baby is dedicated to the purposes of the Lord and is blessed by the prayers of the fellowship.  

V. When Should I Be Baptized?

This was the very question that thousands of people asked Peter the day of Pentecost, 
“Repent,” Peter said to them, “and be baptized, each of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38).
You should become Baptized As Soon As You Have Believed!

“So those who accepted his message were baptized, and that day about 3,000 people were added to them” (Acts 2:41).
There is no reason to delay. As soon as you have decided to receive Christ and become His follower, you can and should be baptized. If you wait until you are “perfect,” you’ll never feel “good enough.”
VI. What Now? 


· Set up a time for your Baptism today. Your Baptism is ______________

· Call the Pastor to set up a time to be baptized.  The time is completely up to you; we baptize on any Sunday. (The sooner the better) 

· Make sure you invite your family and friends.  This is one of the most important days of your life.  It is the day you are going to publicly declare your decision to follow Christ Jesus, our Lord. 

· Bring just what you are going to be baptized in, we will provide towels and hairdryers.  We will provide a robe to be baptized in.  You can wear a swimming suit or shorts.  Ladies if you are not going to wear a swimming suit, you will want to wear a darker tee-shirt under the robe. 

· You must come 30 minutes early to church to prepare for your baptism on you scheduled day.
Date of Baptism:_________________________________________________

Signature: ______________________________________________________

Pastors Signature: ______________________________________________
[image: image6.jpg]Supper




THE LORD’S SUPPER
The Lord’s supper was instituted during the celebration of the Passover by Jesus on the evening before his betrayal and death. It is a continuing fellowship with God and an act where believers remember the death of Christ until His return (1 Corinthians 11:24-28). 
The Lord’s supper marks our unity within the body of Christ.
When we take of the Lord’s Supper, we:

a. Look back at the death of Christ. What it took to free us from the bondage of sin.
b. Look forward to His Return. We proclaim the Christ is alive and in heaven and we are anticipating His return.
c. As we are anticipating His return, we are proclaiming Christ as our Savior and King. 

At the Road we participate in the Lord’s Supper at the first Sunday of every month.
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The DNA of The Road (SRBC) should never conform to the practices of our culture, business or even denominational traditions. The Church must always allow the Word of God and the leading of the Holy Spirit to direct its practice and structure.

The Bible teaches us what the structure of the Church looks like.

I. The Church belongs to Jesus.
We believe that Jesus Christ is the foundation of His Church and the Head of His Church. 
“Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God!”17 And Jesus responded, “Simon son of Jonah, you are blessed because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father in heaven. 18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the forces of Hades will not overpower it” (Matthew 16:16-18).

“For no one can lay any other foundation than what has been laid down. That foundation is Jesus Christ” (1 Cor 3:11).
II. The Church is a Fellowship.
The word fellowship is in the New Testament is (koinonia) which means participation, partnership and communion. The word expresses sharing something common or having a common interest. 
We believe that fellowship is a necessity of a disciple’s life, and strive to do life together. 
“And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread, and to the prayers” (Acts 2:42).
“diligently keeping the unity of the Spirit with the peace that binds us” (Ephesians 4:3).
“ So then, we must pursue what promotes peace and what builds up one another” (Romans 14:19).

III. The Church is a family.
We believe that as we have been adopted into the family of God and that the Church is an extension of that adoption making the church a family. 

“When the time came to completion, God sent His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons” (Galatians 4:4-5). 

“Therefore, as we have opportunity, we must work for the good of all, especially for those who belong to the household of faith.” (Galatians 6:10)

“Now finally, all of you should be like-minded and sympathetic, should love believers, and be compassionate and humble” (1 Peter 3:8).
IV. The Church is a body.
We believe that the Church is the body of Christ.
Now you are the body of Christ, and individual members of it (1 Corinthians 12:27).

And He put everything under His feet and appointed Him as head over everything for the church, which is His body, the fullness of the One who fills all things in every way” (Ephesians 1:8). 

And He personally gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, for the training of the saints in the work of ministry, to build up the body of Christ” (Ephesians 4:12).
We are the body of Christ, not a business, not an organization.
We function on the basis of Gifts not Positions. The goal is to serve with the passion that God has given you. 

“Now as we have many parts in one body, and all the parts do not have the same function, 5 in the same way we who are many are one body in Christ and individually members of one another. 6 According to the grace given to us, we have different gifts” (Romans 12:4-6). 
SRBC strives to be ministry focused based in the passions/gifts that we have.

The people are the Ministers

The Pastors are the Administrators
V. The Church is a flock.
“He asked him the third time, "Simon, son of John, do you love Me?" Peter was grieved that He asked him the third time, "Do you love Me?" He said, "Lord, You know everything! You know that I love You." "Feed My sheep," Jesus said” (John 21:17). 

“Shepherd God's flock among you, not overseeing out of compulsion but freely, according to God's will” (1 Peter 5:2).

The flock is cared for and led by the Pastors.
The Biblical offices of the Church are Pastors/ Elders/ Overseer and Deacon (Philippians 1:1, 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1. In accordance with the meaning of the word and practice in the New Testament, Pastors/ Elders/ Overseers are charged to lead, care, manage, and shepherd the flock which the Holy Spirit has made the overseers (Acts 20:17-28, 1 Timothy 5:17, 1 Peter 5:1-4).
Deacons, in accordance with the meaning of the word and practice in the New Testament, are to be helpers of the Pastors and servants to the local church, (Acts 6:1-6, 1 Timothy 3:8-13).

Southfield Road Baptist Church operates under a congregational form of governance.

The Road Baptist Church is led by its Pastors

We participate in quarterly business meetings- with each active member has the right to vote at any business meeting.

The Road Church is your CHURCH!
I have a purpose!
God has given each of us a passion to serve HIM and to serve others. 
Our example is Jesus:

“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life--a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45).

At The Road we believe that Jesus has given us the greatest example of service to God and of others as HE was placed upon the cross for the ransom of many.
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The Road Membership is held in high regards, membership is being part of the Road family. All members are disciples of Christ Jesus unified by our identity in Christ. As a part of that unity is expressed as we Love God and loving others which include our brothers and sister, but also to include those who are outside of Christ. We are to connect to God’s mission in the world by which making us missionaries in our world by taking the Gospel and advancing His kingdom, in our communities, our church and beyond. Membership at SRBC does not merely consist of a place to worship, but a place to active in the kingdom’s advancement.
What is a covenant?

A covenant is a promise by which we commit ourselves to be part of the God’s Family in the Christian commission, worship, fellowship, and service for the Glory of God and the advancement of the kingdom of God (Ezekiel 20:1-48, 36”22-36, Psalm 76:11, Hosea 2:19-23, 3-1, Matthew 28- 16-20 and 2 Timothy 2-13).
The Road covenant includes but not limited to our statement of faith, statement of biblical doctrine and the commitments of membership between TRC and its members. Although the covenant conveys the relationship between TRC and its members, it is first and foremost a promise made to God as a commitment to His glory and His bride- the Church (Ephesians 5:25-32). 

Statement of Faith:
We are committed to teach that doctrine which conforms to The Baptist Faith and Message, revised in 2000.
GOD
There is one and only one living and true God. He is an intelligent, spiritual, and personal Being, the Creator, Redeemer, Preserver, and Ruler of the universe. God is infinite in holiness and all other perfections. God is all powerful and all knowing; and His perfect knowledge extends to all 
things, past, present, and future, including the future decisions of His free creatures. To Him we owe the highest love, reverence, and obedience. The eternal triune God reveals Himself to us as the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, with distinct personal attributes, but without division of nature, essence, or being.

THE GOSPEL

We hold the gospel of Jesus Christ as central to our faith.  That means that without the truth of the gospel our faith would be nothing.  This gospel is the good news that has been proclaimed since the beginning of the Christian Church, that Jesus died for our sins, was buried, and was resurrected from the dead on the third day. It is this gospel that is the power of God unto salvation for all believers.

THE SCRIPTURES
The Holy Bible was written by men divinely inspired and is God’s revelation of Himself to man. It is a perfect treasure of divine instruction. It has God for its author, salvation for its end, and truth, without any mixture of error, for its matter. Therefore, all Scripture is totally true and trustworthy. It reveals the principles by which God judges us, and therefore is, and will remain to the end of the world, the true center of Christian union, and the supreme standard by which all human conduct, creeds, and religious opinions should be tried. All Scripture is a testimony to Christ, who is Himself the focus of divine revelation.
We believe that the complete Bible is the revelation of God and that the entire Bible including 39 Old Testament Books and the 27 New Testament books are applicable to living out our faith daily.
THE CHURCH
A New Testament church of the Lord Jesus Christ is an autonomous local congregation of baptized believers, associated by covenant in the faith and fellowship of the gospel; observing the two ordinances of Christ, governed by His laws, exercising the gifts, rights, and privileges invested in them by His Word, and seeking to extend the gospel to the ends of the earth. Each congregation operates under the Lordship of Christ through democratic processes. In such a congregation each member is responsible and accountable to Christ as Lord. Its scriptural officers are pastors and deacons. While both men and women are gifted for service in the church, the office of pastor is limited to men as qualified by Scripture. The New Testament speaks also of the church as the Body of Christ which includes all of the redeemed of all the ages, believers from every tribe, and tongue, and people, and nation.
SALVATION
Salvation involves the redemption of the whole man, and is offered freely to all who accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour, who by His own blood obtained eternal redemption for the believer. In its broadest sense salvation includes regeneration, justification, sanctification, and glorification. There is no salvation apart from personal faith in Jesus Christ as Lord.

A. Regeneration, or the new birth, is a work of God’s grace whereby believers become new creatures in Christ Jesus. It is a change of heart wrought by the Holy Spirit through conviction of sin, to which the sinner responds in repentance toward God and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Repentance and faith are inseparable experiences of grace. Repentance is a genuine turning from sin toward God. Faith is the acceptance of Jesus Christ and commitment of the entire personality to Him as Lord and Saviour.

B. Justification is God’s gracious and full acquittal upon principles of His righteousness of all sinners who repent and believe in Christ. Justification brings the believer unto a relationship of peace and favor with God.

C. Sanctification is the experience, beginning in regeneration, by which the believer is set apart to God’s purposes, and is enabled to progress toward moral and spiritual maturity through the presence and power of the Holy Spirit dwelling in him. Growth in grace should continue throughout the regenerate person’s life.

D. Glorification is the culmination of salvation and is the final blessed and abiding state of the redeemed.
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Having received Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior and having made this profession publically though baptism (or the promise to be baptized by immersion) and being in agreement with the Holy Scripture and Southfield Road Baptist Church statements, structure, constitution and Bi-laws, I agree to unite with the Southfield Road Baptist Church family. In doing so I pledge to God and to the other members to:
I. PROTECT THE UNITY OF MY CHURCH.
By acting in love toward other members.

By not playing into rumors or gossip.

By following the leadership of the fellowship.

“Now may the God who gives endurance and encouragement allow you to live in harmony with one another, according to the command of Christ Jesus, 6 so that you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ with a united mind and voice”. (Romans 5:8)
“So then, we must pursue what promotes peace and what builds up one another”. (Romans 14:19)
“By obedience to the truth, having purified yourselves for sincere love of the brothers, love one another earnestly from a pure heart.” (1 Peter 1:22)
 “No foul language is to come from your mouth, but only what is good for building up someone in need, so that it gives grace to those who hear.” (Ephesians 4:29)

“Without wood, fire goes out; without a gossip, conflict dies down”. (Proverbs 26:20)

 “Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an account, so that they can do this with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you”. (Hebrews 13:17)
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II. I WILL SUPPORT MY CHURCH.
By giving to the church regularly.

By attending regularly Bible studies and worship services.

By promoting and serving in worship services and outreach events.

“On the first day of the week, each of you is to set something aside and save in keeping with how he prospers, so that no collections will need to be made when I come.” (1 Corinthians 16:2)

“The person who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the person who sows generously will also reap generously. 7 Each person should do as he has decided in his heart—not reluctantly or out of necessity, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make every grace overflow to you, so that in every way, always having everything you need, you may excel in every good work.” (1 Corinthians 9:6-8).

“not staying away from our worship meetings, as some habitually do, but encouraging each other, and all the more as you see the day drawing near.” (Hebrews 10:25)

“Just one thing: Live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ.” (Philippians 1:27)
III. I WILL SERVE THE MINISTRY OF THE MY CHURCH.
By serving where my desire is, discovering my gifts and talents.
By being equipped to serve the church and my pastors.

By living out a servant’s heart.

“Based on the gift each one has received, use it to serve others, as good managers of the varied grace of God.” (1 Peter 4:10)

 “And He personally gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 12 for the training of the saints in the work of ministry, to build up the body of Christ.” (Ephesians 4:11-12)
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 “Do nothing out of rivalry or conceit, but in humility consider others as more important than yourselves. 4 Everyone should look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.” (Philippians 2:3-4)

IV. I WILL SHARE IN THE RESPONSIBILITY OF MY CHURCH
By praying for the growth of my church.

By becoming a missionary in my life as I share my faith with others.

By always welcoming members and guest alike.

By prayerfully seeking how God wants to use me to change the world.
 “We always thank God for all of you, remembering you constantly in our prayers.” (1 Thessalonians 1:2)

“Therefore accept one another, just as the Messiah also accepted you, to the glory of God.” (Romans 15:7)

“Go out into the highways and lanes and make them come in, so that my house may be filled.” (Luke 14:23)
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· I am a disciple saved from the wrath of God, by faith in Jesus Christ, through His death on the cross and the resurrection from the dead (John 3:16, Romans 3:23-26).

· I believe Jesus Christ is exactly who He claimed to be (Mark 14:62, Luke 22:66-71, John 4:25-26, 31-59, 8:58, 10:7-18, 22-38, 11:25-37,14:6-7, 15:5).

· I will maintain a growing relationship with God through regular Bible study, reading, prayer and fellowship with my SRBC family. My relationship will be evident through my participation in weekly worship services, Bible studies and serving (Acts 2:42, Hebrews 10:3, 2nd Peter 1:3).
· I agree, by God’s grace to walk in holiness as an act of worship to Jesus Christ who has saved me from my sin so that I would be new in Him (2 Cor 5:17). 

· Should I sin I will confess my sin and seek help in my brothers and sisters to repent and forsake sinful behaviors (1 John 1:6-10).
· I will seek to LOVE GOD first in my life (Deuteronomy 6:5, Matthew 22:37, Luke 10:27)

· I will seek to LOVE OTHERS in my life (Matthew 22:39, Luke 10:27)

· I will seek to connect with God’s mission to CHANGE THE WORLD (Matthew 10:13-16, Luke 10:2, Acts 1:8). 

Signature: ___________________________________________________________

Date: ________________________________________________________________

Pastors signature:______________________________________________________
SERVING WITH A PURPOSE
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