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PART III

The Road Church 

Forgiving the Past
Scripture: John 21:1-23
Pastor Timothy Jones                    April 29, 2018
Prayer

Good Morning again it is great to be here with you this morning as we continue our teaching series on A.D. The purpose of this series is to take a closer look at the time that Jesus appeared to hundreds of His followers and on each occasion proving that HE was alive: 
It is important that we unpack this because the interaction that Jesus had with His disciples for those 40 days relates to us today as followers of Jesus and how He transforms our lives. 

The First week we discovered the first encounter with the resurrected Jesus was with Mary Magdalen. This was a life altering encounter with Jesus. The truth is she and the others watched HIM die and did not think that Jesus was alive. The cross was a cruel death, and they watched in horror as their Messiah breathed His last breath. Mary that early morning brought things for the body to the tomb. So she and other ladies could make sure Jesus’ body was correctly taken care of. So when Jesus appeared to her imagine her surprise and joy. It was a life altering encounter with Jesus. 
Then the second week we learned of the Road of truth. Where two of Jesus’ disciples where walking to another town called Emmaus and they encountered the truth and the reality of the risen Savior of the World.

In the beginning they had mistaken Jesus as a visitor in the region and they began to tell HIM of the events that took place. The Bible tells us that Jesus began to tell them of all the scriptures that He must suffer and die and be risen again, but  their vision was blurred by discouragement, disappointment and even doubt. But praise God Jesus shows us that our vision can be corrected – as He revealed Himself to them. Our vision must be clear to follow Jesus.
And that bring us to today: 

As we have a life altering encounter- as we see begin to see Jesus clearly, we must remember that He will forgive the past for the greatness of our future. 

AMEN?

Did you know that History is full of people who have overcome failure?

There is a story of this young boy- He did not speak until he was four and did not read until he was seven, causing his teachers and parents to think he was mentally handicapped, slow and anti-social. Eventually, he was expelled from school. It might have taken him a bit longer, but most people would agree that he caught on pretty well in the end, winning the Nobel Prize and changing the face of modern physics … his name? Albert Einstein!
Today, we are going to study another incredible example of overcoming failure.

Open your Bibles or Aps with me to the book of John, John is the 4th Gospel in the New Testament. 

John chapter 21 and when you get there let me know by saying amen.

Amen and Amen 

If you are there in John 21 begin reading with me from verse 1. 

“After this, Jesus revealed Himself again to His disciples by the Sea of Tiberias. He revealed Himself in this way:

2 Simon Peter, Thomas (called “Twin”), Nathanael from Cana of Galilee, Zebedee’s sons, and two others of His disciples were together. 3 “I’m going fishing,” Simon Peter said to them. “We’re coming with you,” they told him. They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.

4 When daybreak came, Jesus stood on the shore. However, the disciples did not know it was Jesus.

5 “Men,” Jesus called to them, “you don’t have any fish, do you?” “No,” they answered.

6 “Cast the net on the right side of the boat,” He told them, “and you’ll find some.” So they did, and they were unable to haul it in because of the large number of fish. 7 Therefore the disciple, the one Jesus loved, said to Peter, “It is the Lord!”

When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he tied his outer garment around him (for he was stripped) and plunged into the sea. 8 But since they were not far from land (about 100 yards away), the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish. 9 When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish lying on it, and bread.

10 “Bring some of the fish you’ve just caught,” Jesus told them. 11 So Simon Peter got up and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish—153 of them. Even though there were so many, the net was not torn. 12 “Come and have breakfast,” Jesus told them. None of the disciples dared ask Him, “Who are You?” because they knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came, took the bread, and gave it to them. He did the same with the fish.

14 This was now the third time Jesus appeared to the disciples after He was raised from the dead.

15 When they had eaten breakfast, Jesus asked Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love Me more than these?”

“Yes, Lord,” he said to Him, “You know that I love You.” “Feed My lambs,” He told him.

16 A second time He asked him, “Simon, son of John, do you love Me?”

“Yes, Lord,” he said to Him, “You know that I love You.” “Shepherd My sheep,” He told him.

17 He asked him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love Me?”

Peter was grieved that He asked him the third time, “Do you love Me?” He said, “Lord, You know everything! You know that I love You.”

“Feed My sheep,” Jesus said. 18 “I assure you: When you were young, you would tie your belt and walk wherever you wanted. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands and someone else will tie you and carry you where you don’t want to go.” 19 He said this to signify by what kind of death he would glorify God. After saying this, He told him, “Follow Me!” 
This is a story of struggle, failure and redemption. I see it as a story of God’s people.
I believe that all of us struggle in life and have failed in many ways.  Some people are still living in the consequences of failure – some wonder whether they can ever get beyond that failure. Sometimes people try to keep us in that failure by reminding us of it. But I’ve got some great news for you: your FUTURE IS GREATER THAN YOUR FAILURE; Which brings us to our Big Idea today.
Our Big Idea is:

PAST FAILURES DON’T DEFINE YOUR FUTURE IN CHRIST. 
I often share with you exerts of my life.

What I remember most about my childhood is that my grandfather was the disciplinarian in my family. And it seemed to me that I could never measure up to him. I loved him so much but I often felt like the black sheep of the family. And later in my adult life, my mother told me that my grandfather did not like me because I reminded him of my father and my grandmother would often fight with him about it. And I remember thinking that is why he treated like he did. 
I also remember the day I got promoted in to the ranks of the senior NCO, I made to the top, and I remember thinking to myself I bet you are proud of me now. 

The feeling of failure that often I have felt and all I have felt failure a lot in my life and sometimes I still do, often brings me back to my grandfather’s disappointments but….  I want you to know that God has greater things in store for you than you can ever imagine.
YOUR PAST Disappointments, struggles even FAILURES DON’T DEFINE YOUR FUTURE IN CHRIST. I believe that we all need to be reminded of that from time to time. 
I guess that is why I like Peter so much. I was much like him in the military. Peter was one of Jesus’ elite three disciples. He had a gift of saying the wrong things and the wrong time. 
Do you know someone like that? 

Peter reached an all-time low point in his life when he denied Jesus three times- yet in the days and months to follow from the resurrection Peter was restored and boldly preached about Jesus on the day of the Pentecost. He also become the first and one of the greatest leaders in Church history. You see Peters failure did not define who He was in Christ. And that is what we see today in our scripture. We see two great lessons of how present and past struggles and failures do not define who we are in Christ Jesus. 
The First lesson is this: Jesus is willing to help us in our present struggles. 
All of us face struggles and challenges at some point in life. Some may feel that they have hit rock bottom, as if nothing is working; others may well have reached something of a barrier and are struggling to get to the next level of breakthrough. The good news is that Jesus is alive and present by His Spirit to help us!

Look back at verse 3 with me: Here they are The Sea of Galilee is called the sea of Tiberias. 
“I’m going fishing,” Simon Peter said to them. “We’re coming with you,” they told him. They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.
Now, I have read that people criticized Peter for going fishing as if He was running from God’s call in his life. But the truth is Peter was just doing what He knew to do. They went fishing, because that is what fishermen do, Before becoming disciples this was Peters everyday work and he was a professional fisherman. but you know something they had the boat, they had know-how, they were fishing at the right time and guess what they caught nothing.
 This point here is that we see their struggle, failure and even frustration, like ours, is part of just being human in a fallen world.  We see that in this situation of struggle and failure Jesus is there. 

Look at verse 4 with me: When daybreak came, Jesus stood on the shore. However, the disciples did not know it was Jesus.
In His post resurrection state there is something different about Jesus because Mary thought He was the gardener, the two disciples thought He was a visitor from out of town, here they did not recognize that it was Jesus- Yet we see that He was there watching and waiting to help.
Does that sound like us today? In times of failure and distress we call out to Jesus, but we don’t recognize Him because we don’t see what we want to see?
This fishing represents our daily lives, our family, work, relationships and although we are trying really hard, things just are not working.

I believe the point that Jesus is making here is that apart from Him we cant do anything, but with Him we can do all things. You see no matter which way you look at it WE ARE NOT supposed to continue to do life, to do church or to do missions without the help of Jesus. The good news is, He is standing on the edge waiting to help us get through our present struggles. 
However, we must respond to HIS help and in doing so we must: 
#1 Welcome His intervention;

Jesus is ready to intervene; but we must welcome His intervention. Notice clearly that Jesus takes the initiative.  Look at verse 5 with me Men, Jesus called them (The word men is translated in the Greek to mean Friends) You don’t have any fish, do you? 
Notice His heart for the disciples. He literally addresses them as ‘friends’ – not as stupid, rebellious disciples, but as friends. Jesus uses a term of great endearment and affection and reveals the Father-heart of God for us, a God who wants to come close to us and help us make life work.  

What we see in this text is that Jesus isn’t asking the disciples the question because He doesn’t know the answer. God never asks a question that He doesn’t know the answer to, but He is beginning to reveal who He is by engaging them and Jesus does the same thing for us.  
Listen If you want Jesus to help you in your present struggles you must welcome His intervention. Secondly, we must … 

# 2 Obey His instruction

He said in verse 6 “Cast the net on the right side of the boat,” He told them, “and you’ll find some.” So they did, and they were unable to haul it in because of the large number of fish. (John 21:6)  

This isn’t the first time Jesus told them to where to let down their nets. In Luke 5:5 Jesus was teaching the multitude and when He finished teaching He told them to lower their nets for a catch. Simon Replied “We’ve worked hard all night long and caught nothing”
This is a demonstration again of Christ power at the resurrected state. And here is what I find the Creator has all the knowledge and power that we will ever need. He knows more about the fish than the fishermen! He knows more about finance than the accountant, more about business than the entrepreneur, more about parenting than parents, He knows more about preaching than I do – He knows more about life and more about reaching people than we do!

And the good news is that He is not a dead Jesus or even just a risen Jesus who appeared to His disciples and went to heaven. No, He is Jesus who is alive and present with us by His Spirit and ready to help us in every area of our life and ministry. Folks, There is never a situation or circumstance where He is not there – even if we don’t recognize Him fully. The key is to obey HIS instructions.
Jesus told them to cast the net so the disciples without hesitation – how many of us hesitate? Without hesitation they cast their net. These are experienced fishermen who had been fishing at the optimum time, all night. They had worked hard and were frustrated, but there was obviously something in His voice that overcame their natural reluctance. The key is that they obeyed His instruction. How does God speak to us? Regularly through the Scriptures; sometimes in pictures; sometimes in word whispers in our spirit. When we obey His instruction, we can experience a total turnaround. The disciples went from catching nothing to catching so many fish that they were unable to haul the net in. What a picture of abundance!

TO receive the help from Jesus we see that the disciples:  

First welcomed His intervention
Second, they obeyed His instruction;
Then third they Accepted His invitation.

Jesus performed this miracle because it was His way of inviting the disciples, and especially Peter, to a renewed relationship with Himself. When we look at the Scripture we can see that the miracle leads to recognizing Jesus- 
I love how Peter responds verses 7-8  

Peter was all in!

Therefore the disciple, the one Jesus loved, said to Peter, “It is the Lord!”

When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he tied his outer garment around him (for he was stripped) and plunged into the sea. 8 But since they were not far from land (about 100 yards away), the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish.
I can just imagine the emotions that Peter had, The Bible tells us that after he denied Jesus 3x he left weeping bitterly. But when he hears it is Jesus the action He took was not only impulsive but immediate as he dove into the water. Maybe thinking of that night when He showed Little faith when Jesus told him to walk on the water and He took His eyes of Jesus or thinking of when he disappointed the Lord by denying Jesus three time. But Peter did not run from HIM in shame because of his failures- but he literally couldn’t wait to get to him. He dove in swam 100 yards.

Folks, this is a great picture for us today, no matter what we have done or not done just like Peter we can have the full confidence to run to Him and not from Him. And from the recognition of Jesus there comes an invitation of a deeper relationship. Jesus is cooking and invites them to bring some fish Verses 10-11
There were a lot of fish 153 to be exact but no one knows why 153, it just means there was a huge number of fish and that the nets were not torn. When God blesses us, He provides for us, and fills our nets. There will be abundance, but the nets will not break. And there is Jesus with a second invitation Come have breakfast – I almost titled this message Breakfast at the beach. 

Look at verse 13 Jesus came, took the bread, and gave it to them. He did the same with the fish.

Jesus is still there serving his disciples – this breakfast is reminiscent of the feeding of the 5,000 where with just a few fish and loves fed the multitude but even more so it reminds us of the last supper where Jesus became the servant, then breaking the bread and giving it to the disciples.

The meal was a sign of great friendship and fellowship, which also speaks of the Lord’s desire to meet our practical needs; wanting to provide a safe, relational context for the real climax of the story.

Not only does Jesus help us in our present struggles, but, secondly …
Our second lesson- Jesus heals us from our past failures. 

This is one of the most intense and dramatic dialogues in the Bible: Verses 15-17
15 When they had eaten breakfast, Jesus asked Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love Me more than these?”

“Yes, Lord,” he said to Him, “You know that I love You.” “Feed My lambs,” He told him.

16 A second time He asked him, “Simon, son of John, do you love Me?”

“Yes, Lord,” he said to Him, “You know that I love You.” “Shepherd My sheep,” He told him.

17 He asked him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love Me?” Peter was grieved that He asked him the third time, “Do you love Me?” He said, “Lord, You know everything! You know that I love You.” “Feed My sheep,” Jesus said.
Let me share with you what I see happening between Jesus and Peter.
1.
Jesus has just cooked the fish on a charcoal fire. Now the only other place that this word is used in the entire New Testament was in John 18:18, is where the slaves and temple Police built the fire when Peter was warming himself by the fire when he denied Jesus.  

2.
Jesus deliberately addresses him as ‘Simon, son of John’ and not Peter, the Rock. This highlighted Peter’s failure to live up to that name and his need for restoration.

3.
Jesus deliberately asked Peter the same basic Three questions, reflecting that Peter had denied him three times.

Here is the thing, Jesus is coming to Peter to heal him from his past failure. In doing so Jesus is deliberately reminding him of his denial, not to make him feel bad, but to bring him to a place of repentance, restoration and re-commissioning. Why does He have to face him up to the past? Because He wants Peter to own the problem. Another Pastor said: ‘we have an innate ability for self-deception.’ So, for example, in an Alcoholics Anonymous meeting the key to recovery is to first acknowledge that you have a problem. This is what Jesus is doing. He doesn’t want Peter carrying that problem into his future. Isn’t that what most of us do? Many times it prevents us from serving. 
Notice with me what Jesus doesn’t do in this situation. He doesn’t come and say, ‘Now Peter, you remember how you denied me?’ Of course Peter remembers. Instead, Jesus goes to the root of the problem and asks ‘Do you love me?’ Jesus is highlighting that the heart of the matter is the matter of the heart. Jesus is saying ‘Peter, the reason you denied me was a love issue – you loved yourself, your reputation, what others thought of you – more than you loved me.’  

Folks I have to tell that I believe that is the root of the problem for mankind’s sinful condition and of our own lives. Somewhere at the root of our greatest failures is a failure to fulfil the great commandment: Love the Lord your God with all your heart, mind, soul and strength.  

Jesus knows that if Peter is not only going to know forgiveness, but is going to be fit for service, He has to come and deal with the heart issue! And He does!

Amazingly, Jesus is not put off by Peter’s denial. He doesn’t stop believing in Peter. The great news for Peter and for you and me is that the call is greater than the fall. 
Peter, having faced up to his sin and having reaffirmed His love for Jesus, is re-commissioned and the promise to make Him a fisher of men is completed in verse 19 when Jesus says “Follow ME”. And through this we see such a wonderful aspect of God’s character – that our God is the God of the second chance.

Thomas Edison was working on a crazy contraption called a ‘light bulb’ and it took a whole team of men 24 straight hours to put just one together. The story goes that when Edison was finished with one light bulb, he gave it to a young boy helper, who nervously carried it up the stairs. Step by step he cautiously watched his hands, obviously frightened of dropping such a priceless piece of work. You’ve probably guessed what happened by now; the poor young fellow dropped the bulb at the top of the stairs. It took the entire team of men 24 more hours to make another bulb. Finally, tired and ready for a break, Edison was ready to have his bulb carried up the stairs. He gave it to the same young boy who dropped the first one. That’s true forgiveness. He gave him a second chance!

I love the fact that our God gave Peter and gives us all a second chance. Why?  BECAUSE OUR FAILURE DON’T DEFINE OUR FUTURE IN CHRIST. 

And look at the results. A few weeks later, Peter is leading the disciples, preaching with boldness about the crucified, now risen and exalted Jesus (no denying Him here!) and 3,000 people get saved, baptized and added to the Church in one day. He is instrumental in the first recorded healing miracle of the early Church, he is put in prison, is released by an angel, confronts sin with scary discernment and walks the streets of Jerusalem with such an anointing that the sick try just to get to his shadow so that they might be healed. And if that was not enough, he was given the privilege of being the first to preach the gospel to the Gentiles.  

Even today, 2000 years later, he is honored, along with the apostle Paul, as being the greatest and most significant founding leader of the church to which we belong!

What hope, what restoration!

So for many here today Peters Story is our story. You may still be living in the pain and shame of past failure. For some of you, you have never accepted Christ – you may feel you have lived a life and wondered whether God could or would ever forgive you!  If this is true for you then I encourage you to take heart. Look at how God transformed Peter! For many of you, you may have failed Christ in the past, you know that at some stage in your life you took a wrong turn and you wonder whether you can ever get back to God’s plan. The great news for you today is that God wants to come and help you face up to the past. He wants to forgive you, restore you, heal you and re-commission you.
Jesus is the Lord of our lives, Jesus is the Lord of our service, Jesus is the Lord of our future. 
Invitation 
