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Palm Sunday Sermon                                                                 PRAISING THE KING BEFORE KILLING THE SAVIOR
MARK 11:1-11  
From the earliest times, man has welcomed those who in their eyes were important – the battle-worn soldiers making their way home as victorious heroes to today as World Champions. The Winner of Men College basketball final four hailed as VICTORS as they return to their colleges.
Dignitaries and celebrities have been welcomed with parades, and have been given "keys to the city". 
Royalty has been welcomed with red carpets, official banquets, special tours, and great gifts.
When someone special is coming we make a very special effort to make that person feel welcome.
Over 2,000 years ago the city of Jerusalem had a very special visitor. Although He had entered the city many times before, this time was different – this time He presented Himself as THE KING.

Zechariah 9:9 Prophesied about this day- 
“Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion!
Shout in triumph, Daughter Jerusalem!
Look, your King is coming to you;
He is righteous and victorious,
humble and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”
Palm Sunday begins a fascinating week called Passion Week. This week is named passion week because it is the last week of Jesus’ life here on earth signifying the passion, the crucifixion, and the resurrection. Within these next seven days, we go from Jesus being hailed as a King to being Him Crucified, buried on Friday but then comes Sunday- the sign of life and resurrection- because Jesus is alive! 
Which bring us to our Biblical Truth today

The Biblical truth is: 
THERE IS VICTORY IN JESUS
The single most important thing we see—the most important message that there is this week is that there is Victory in Jesus!
If you are a Christian this week, passion week is essential for our faith- because our faith hinges on the fact that JESUS OF NAZARETH DIED ON THE CROSS AND ROSE AGAIN IN 3 DAYS -if Jesus had not been resurrected then our faith is worth nothing- The Bible tells us that the Apostle Paul described it like this in 1 Corinthians 15:14 “if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith.” but He is alive – The transition from life to death to life all begins here on Palm Sunday. 
I know, I know that I am spoiling the end, I am letting the cat out of the bag, if you will, but there is an important significance about today. 

You see, Palm Sunday is the day that we remember the triumphal entry of Jesus Christ into Jerusalem. To “Triumph” is to have victory, Triumphal means commemorating and/or celebrating victory. It was on that day that Jesus presented Himself to Israel as their “promised Messiah and King”. 
It is on this day that as Jesus made his way to Jerusalem and as the book of Matthew records it, there was a multitude of people who worshipped Jesus as HE entered into the city- but- folks in just a few short days there will cry out for his blood to be spilled on the cross by the same people crying out… “Crucify Him Crucify Him!”

Folks make no mistake about- no matter what we read of the account of Jesus over this week, no matter how much Jesus was beaten- flogged, no matter how hard it was to carry the cross to Golgotha (death mountain as I call it), No matter how painful the nails were being pounded in His body- no matter how long He hung there:
HE DID SO, TO TRIUMPH OVER DEATH SO THAT  WE COULD HAVE VICTORY IN HIM.
If you have your Bibles with you and I hope that you do, open your Bible with me to the book of Mark the 11th chapter, the book of Mark chapter 11. you can find the book of Mark as the second book in the New Testament. The Book of Mark chapter 11. 
This is the account of the triumphant entry into the city of Jerusalem and what is fascinating about this story is for the past 3 years of Jesus’ ministry, all the way up to this very moment Jesus had been keeping away as much as possible from the public view. He would at times withdraw to the wilderness- HE was not craving attention- HE WAS NOT putting HIMSELF in the Limelight- Jesus attempted to avoid anything that showed public display. 

The Bible tells in Matthew chapter 12:15 -18 that when Jesus became aware of the Pharisee’s plotting against HIM: 
“He withdrew from there. Huge crowds followed Him, and He healed them all. He warned them not to make Him known so that what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:

 “Here is My Servant whom I have chosen,

My beloved in whom My soul delights;

I will put My Spirit on Him, and He will proclaim justice to the nations. He will not argue or shout,

and no one will hear His voice in the streets.

He will not break a bruised reed,

and He will not put out a smoldering wick, until
He has led justice to victory.”
In Matthew 16 He charged His disciples that they should ''tell no one that He was the Messiah.'' When He raised the daughter of Jairus, it says in Mark 5 that ''He Gave strict orders that no one should know about this”'
When Jesus came down from the mount of transfiguration, He gave orders to His disciples '' tell no one what they had seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead” (Mark 9:9).

In John 6, after feeding the 5000, the Bible says, ''When Jesus knew that they (the multitude) were about to come and take him by force and make Him king, HE withdrew again to the mountain by Himself''
But now things have changed.
Now is the time for Jesus to take His Kingship.

If you are there in the book of Mark chapter 11 begin reading with me at verse 1 and it begins like this.

When they approached Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany near the Mount of Olives, He sent two of His disciples 2 and told them, “Go into the village ahead of you. As soon as you enter it, you will find a young donkey tied there, on which no one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it here. 3 If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here right away.’”

4 So they went and found a young donkey outside in the street, tied by a door. They untied it, 5 and some of those standing there said to them, “What are you doing, untying the donkey?” 6 They answered them just as Jesus had said, so they let them go. 7 Then they brought the donkey to Jesus and threw their robes on it, and He sat on it.

8 Many people spread their robes on the road, and others spread leafy branches cut from the fields. 9 Then those who went ahead and those who followed kept shouting:

Hosanna!

He who comes in the name

of the Lord is the blessed One!

10 The coming kingdom

of our father David is blessed!

Hosanna in the highest heaven!
Let me ask you; Have you ever been to a parade, a celebration parade? The Bible says that there were a multitude of people there laying palm branches and their robes before Jesus as rode that colt into Jerusalem in fact….listen the crowds made such a great noise the Pharisee came to Jesus and told Him to tell His people to quiet down, to rebuke them- rebuke means to reprimand – the Pharisee wanted Jesus to reprimand the people for giving Him a king’s welcome- 
Can you imagine that for a moment- reprimand the people for giving Jesus a King's welcome? 

In the book of Luke Jesus answers, them by saying "I tell you, if they were to keep silent, the stones would cry out!" 
They tried to suppress the people from celebrating Jesus. And it wouldn’t be the last time.

In Acts 4 Peter and John were arrested for speaking about Jesus and threaten them about speaking of Jesus. Even today the enemy and the world try to suppress us from speaking about Jesus. But now in these times, people are speaking out about Jesus more than ever.
WE SHOULD NEVER STOP CELEBRATING THE VICTORY IN JESUS.
Today I want to share with you three facts why we can have victory in Jesus. But before we get there, I want you to know that This celebration was going to take place no matter what, Jesus was going to be hailed as the King and victor by mankind or by creation. 

Did you know that in Nass-car the winner takes a victory lap-, in track, runners who win the race often take a victory lap- sometimes you see swimmers do a victory lap?
In the book of John chapter 12- John describes the triumphant entry like this:

“They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting, "Hosanna!" "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!" "Blessed is the king of Israel!"

 The King of Israel, Jesus is taking a victory lap into Jerusalem. Jesus had been to Jerusalem many times and in no uncertain terms, Jesus is saying now it is time to fulfill what I’ve come for- to complete it- to be the King of all Kings, it is time for victory.

Why did Jesus do this? He did this to bring us victory over sin and death.

Here are the three facts of why we can have victory in Jesus. I think that we can resonate with Jesus and victory because we have something within us that is competitive and we don’t want to lose. I think that God uses this emotion to connect with us the very victory --- I mean who wants to be a loser? 

No one grows up and when asked that question what do you want to be when you grow up, no one says when I grow up, I want to be a loser!
We all want to be defined as winners as having conquered things in life.
Which brings us to the first fact we can have victory in Jesus. 

#1 The first fact we have victory in Jesus is this:
JESUS DID NOT COME TO MEET OUR EXPECTATIONS; HE CAME TO MEET OUR NEEDS.
We did a movie night a while back ago and we watched the Son of God, and there is this scene which shows Jesus chained to a post as He is getting flogged before His death. And I do this almost every time, when I see this scene no matter the movie it is, something within me, the emotions that I have stirred in me, I begin to say in my head I say GET UP- GET UP. I want Jesus to get up and wipe those guys out, that is how I feel---sometimes we have hope and expectations that we know will not come true. Many people have expectations about Jesus of how they will have justice, good fortune, a great life, nothing bad will ever happen to them. We expect Jesus to take the pain away, we expect Jesus that no matter how much we trample on Him, to love us anyway. 

Amid this virus, the infections, the deaths we expect Jesus to step in and wipe it out.

Maybe you are listening today to expect Jesus to get you out of a tough situation, to tell you what it takes to earn your way to heaven. We expect Jesus to take care of our problems- we expect Jesus to do and be what we crafted Him to be, many people expect Jesus to be like all the other world religions, but folks Jesus did not come to slay our foes or to do what we expect of HIM, He came to serve and give His life as a ransom.
The Bible gives us a great illustration in the book of Matthew the 11-chapter. John the Baptist questions Jesus; are you the one or should we expect someone else? The Bible tells that 
When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent a message by his disciples and asked Him, “Are You the One who is to come, or should we expect someone else?”

The people in our scripture today- the disciples expected Jesus to live forever with them- the multitude of people expected Jesus to physically take over as King of Israel and to bring them freedom over their oppressors- the Pharisee expected Jesus to cave under pressure and to be seen as a false prophet. 
Jesus was not there to meet any of those expectations, He came to meet the need. What is the need? Victory over sin and death. 
The original sin of Adam and Eve is passed down to each of us, remember that the Bible has told us that:

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.

There is not one that is righteous before God:

The Bible goes on to say in Romans’ 5:17

For the sin of this one man, Adam, caused death to rule over many. But even greater is God's wonderful grace and His gift of righteousness, for all who receive it will live in triumph over sin and death through this one man, Jesus Christ

Jesus had come because there is a need for the people to free from the bondage of sin that keeps us from the true purpose we have, the relationship with Him.
The truth is this life brings death, many people will die over this virus, thousands around the world already have, but Jesus brought victory for us in our second life. Because He is the Savior!
Jesus did come to meet our expectations of Him- He came to meet our greatest need. 

2nd there is victory in Jesus because:

HE IS OUR PASSOVER.
The Bible says:
Clean out the old yeast so that you may be a new batch. You are indeed unleavened, for Christ, our Passover has been sacrificed. 1 Cor 5:7

Thousands of people began to flock to the city of Jerusalem. 

There were estimated anywhere from 50,000 people in Jerusalem to 500,000 who were there to celebrate the Passover. Why? Because God commanded them to celebrate how He freed the Israelites from the bondage of Egypt- - so they would never forget.
Passover came when the Israelites were in the bondage of slavery in Egypt. God called Moses to set His people free, God inflected 10 plagues because the Pharaoh of Egypt would not free the people. 

It was the last plague that made Pharaoh free Israel. The Israelites were instructed, now listen to this – they were instructed to kill a lamb to place the blood of the lamb on the doorpost and lintel of every home. Because the last plague would kill all the firstborn of everything, man and beast.
For those who placed the blood of the Lamb on the doorpost and lentil of homes, the firstborn was spared, but for those who did not the firstborn was killed by God as HE passed over the land of Egypt. 

Then God told Moses that the Israel people would celebrate Passover every year- in EXODUS 12:14
“This day is to be a memorial for you, and you must celebrate it as a festival to the Lord” and God went on to say in verse 17 You must observe this day throughout your generations.”
That’s why there were so many people in Jerusalem, people traveled for days to get to the most important week of the year- Passover- were

the people are to remember that death passed over them, and how God Promised that when He sees the blood, He would Passover and the plague would not destroy them.

Folks listen to me, don’t miss this, The Passover was a foretelling of Jesus the King riding into Jerusalem, for the sacrifice of the lamb that brings us freedom from the bondage of sin. It was not a coincidence that Jesus was arrested, beaten, and put on the cross for His blood to be spilled and die as the sacrificial lamb days as the Passover festival would begin. 
Paul and the other New Testament writers understood that the sacrifice of the Passover lamb at the time of the Exodus--- foreshadowed the later sacrifice of Jesus Christ. As he wrote in Ephesian 5:2 

“Walk in love as the Messiah also loved us and gave Himself for us, a sacrificial and fragrant offering to God”

The Bible also tells us that when John the Baptist saw Jesus he said:

“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world”
We read in the book of Hebrews that Jesus Christ: “has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself” and “offered one sacrifice for sins forever” (Hebrews 9:26; 10:12).

Just as the sacrifice of the Passover lambs at the time of the Exodus spared the Israelites who were obedient, Jesus Christ's sacrifice is our Passover as He has removed that death penalty from us and Colossians 1:14 tells us that:

We have redemption, the forgiveness of sins, in Him.

Today there is victory in Jesus – because He is (for everyone who believes and will believe) THE PASSOVER LAMB OF GOD.
We have victory in Jesus because: 
He did not come to meet our expectations of Him- He came to meet our needs. 

Secondly, because HE is our Passover Lamb.

Then the third fact is this; We have victory in Jesus BECAUSE HE IS COMING BACK.
Folks listen to me, there will be another TRIUMPHANT ENTRY one day! But He will not come on a donkey, but a white horse!
Can I tell you how exciting that will be?
The Bible gives us many scriptures talking about the return of Jesus Christ and how triumphant it will be; Hebrews 9:27-28 tell us:

And just as it is appointed for people to die once—and after this, judgment— so also the Messiah, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for Him.

The Passover Lamb returns for another Passover, but this time, things are going to be different- there is no victory lap- victory has already come.
Jesus is not returning to offer Himself as another replacement of sin, but for those who believed HE has come to give them eternal salvation.

In the Book of Acts, we are told that Jesus will return just as He was taken up into heaven:
He was taken up as they were watching, and a cloud took Him out of their sight. 10 While He was going, they were gazing into heaven, and suddenly two men in white clothes stood by them. 11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up into heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come in the same way that you have seen Him going into heaven.”


Here what we need to see about the Triumphant return of Jesus.
1.  Just as Jesus ascended physically – The return of Jesus will be physical.
Mark tells us in the 13 chapter that:

“They will see the Son of Man coming in the clouds with great power and glory.” V28

Revelation 1:7 tells us 

“LOOK! He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see HIM.”
2.  Jesus' triumphant return will be powerful.
He is coming to Resurrect the dead; 

He is coming to judge the people by rewarding the faithful and punishing those who are disobedient.

He is coming to Destroy – to burn up- dissolve and melt away the old life in the old world.

He is also coming to establish the New Heaven.

What Does the Bible tell us about the triumphant return?

Just like the TRIUMPHANT ENTRY, there will be different types of people, in different situations THAT HAPPENED IN LIFE, but this time they will be separated from another FOR ETERNITY. REVELATION CHAPTER 20:11-15 TELL US OF THAT DAY.

“Then I saw a great white throne and Him who was seated on it. From His presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had done. And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had done. Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.”
There is victory in JESUS! And He will return!

So what should we do? What kind of people should we be?
We should be cleansed from our sins.

We should be living in a righteous, and a Godly way.

We should be prepared while we wait for the blessed hope and appearance of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.

We should be working for the kingdom while we wait.
A pastor friend wrote to me and said “I am brushing up on my prayer because if the virus gets me, I will be sure I am ready and have confessed everything. 
The Bible tells us in Titus 2:11-14:
For the grace of God has appeared with salvation for all people, instructing us to deny godlessness and worldly lusts and to live in a sensible, righteous, and godly way in the present age, while we wait for the blessed hope and appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He gave Himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to cleanse for Himself a people for His own possession, eager to do good works.
Palm Sunday is celebrated to be a reminder that Christ rode into Jerusalem as the triumphant King of Kings knowing that He was riding to death, burial, and resurrection to give all of us hope and victory. 

You know when I was in college, we had this one professor, he had a reputation of being hard, mean, and flunking people at will. There were rumors of people not being able to graduate because of him. Everyone hated getting him as their professor because it meant doom and gloom for them. People were scared of him, he even had a reputation of getting between people to breaking up fistfights. This old guy was tough.
I ended up getting him as my professor. He walked in that first day and looked at me and the rest of the class and began his usual first day of speech. He began saying that the part of the rumors was true that he was tough and mean, but he did not flunk one person in his class. He explained that if anyone had flunked, they flunked themselves. For anyone who was flunking or having a hard time in his class, he would stay extra after hours after class and would come in during the week for one on one tutoring and he would tutor anyone to get them to pass the class. 
Here is what I got from him that day. He was tough. But he would give everyone the necessary tools, including sacrificing his time so that each person could be successful, and because of this he would not flunk anyone, but the ones who flunked, well they flunked themselves.

You know When it comes down to it, Jesus has given us everything that we need to have victory over the enemy, victory over death, and victory for our place in heaven, but it is up to us to take what He has given us to receive that victory.

You see Jesus’ last entry into Jerusalem was triumphant because
He came to meet our needs. 

He is our Passover.
He is coming back.
Jesus has given us everything that we need to have victory but it is up to us to receive that victory.

Invitation 
