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A LIFE ALTERING ENCOUNTER
Scripture: John 20:1-18
Pastor Timothy Jones                    April 8, 2018
Welcome Church – We are glad that you are here this morning one week after resurrection Sunday.

This morning we are starting a New Sermon Series called A.D. The main idea behind this series is to look at what the Bible tells about the 40 days after the resurrection of Jesus and what it means to us today. We know that Jesus spent 40 days on this earth after the resurrection because the Bible tells us in Acts chapter 1 verse 3 that “After he suffered, He also presented Himself alive to them by many convincing proves, appearing to them during 40 days and speaking about the Kingdom of God”
The Bible does not record every day of the 40 days but what the scripture does is it show us the power of God and how the resurrection changed the lives of the disciples and can and will change our lives if we let it.
Today we are talking about “A LIFE ALTERING ENCOUNTER”. We will be looking at the first hours of the resurrection through the lens of John. It is important to note that John was one of the original 12 disciples of Jesus. He is identified as the disciple who Jesus loved. 
SO, join with me by opening your Bibles or your AP’s to the New Testament book of John chapter 20. John chapter 20 and when you get there let me know by saying “AMEN”.

Let me give you the back ground of today’s scripture. Last Week Jesus was tried, beaten and sentenced to death by crucifixion. The crucifixion was a Roman punishment and they used it as a deterrence from people rising up against them and to enforce Roman law on the people. The Pharisee’s knew that Jesus had raised Lazarus from the dead, they also knew that he healed many people with life long illnesses such as being blind, or healing those who were crippled, they knew that He had power. And they knew that no one had ever come back alive once they were crucified. 
The Pharisee’s were crafty and they used the law, the Romans and their own people to get their way, to get Jesus out of the way and to stop the spread of Christianity, so they thought. Jesus is dead and was place into the tomb on Friday and now it is Sunday.
If you are there in John Chapter 20 begin reading with me from verse 1.

On the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was still dark. She saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2 So she ran to Simon Peter and to the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put Him!”

3 At that, Peter and the other disciple went out, heading for the tomb. 4 The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and got to the tomb first. 5 Stooping down, he saw the linen cloths lying there, yet he did not go in. 6 Then, following him, Simon Peter came also. He entered the tomb and saw the linen cloths lying there. 7 The wrapping that had been on His head was not lying with the linen cloths but was folded up in a separate place by itself. 8 The other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, then entered the tomb, saw, and believed. 9 For they still did not understand the Scripture that He must rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples went home again.

11 But Mary stood outside facing the tomb, crying. As she was crying, she stooped to look into the tomb. 12 She saw two angels in white sitting there, one at the head and one at the feet, where Jesus’ body had been lying. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you crying?”

“Because they’ve taken away my Lord,” she told them, “and I don’t know where they’ve put Him.” 14 Having said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, though she did not know it was Jesus.

15 “Woman,” Jesus said to her, “why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?”

Supposing He was the gardener, she replied, “Sir, if you’ve removed Him, tell me where you’ve put Him, and I will take Him away.”

16 Jesus said, “Mary.” Turning around, she said to Him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!”—which means “Teacher.”

17 “Don’t cling to Me,” Jesus told her, “for I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to My brothers and tell them that I am ascending to My Father and your Father—to My God and your God.”

18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord!” And she told them what He had said to her.
I read that a famous therapist named Rollo May wrote in his book MY QUEST FOR BEAUTY that he stumbled on an all-night celebration of a Greek Orthodox Easter. At a point in the service the priest declared Christ is Risen. Everyone present including Rollo May declared: ‘He is risen indeed!’ he said: 

“I was seized then by a moment of spiritual reality: what would it mean for our world if He had truly risen?”

I also read that an English evangelist by the name of J. John answers this very question: He said; 
“If the resurrection of Jesus did happen, then the implications are breathtaking. Everything the Bible says about Jesus is true: God can be known as Father, forgiveness is possible, heaven is attainable and death is just a short sleep before eternal joy … Whether or not the resurrection happened isn’t just a fact of history; it is a fact that changes our future.” (The Life by J. John)
AND THAT BRINGS US TO OUR BIG IDEA TODAY.
Our Big Idea is: 
THE RESURRECTION BRINGS NEW LIFE.
This is important because the fact that Jesus is alive means that He has defeated death and when we encounter Him it altars our lives.

In John chapter 10 Verse 10 Jesus says 

“A thief comes only to steal and to kill and to destroy. I have come so that they may have life and have it in abundance.”
Jesus came so that we would live a rich and satisfying life. This is important to remember because over the next few weeks we will be looking at how Jesus appeared to hundreds of His followers on at least 11 occasions and how those appearances changed the lives of all who met Him.
Today we see this incredible scripture from John who describes all that went on in the first few hours of that Sunday morning and it begins with Mary Magdalen.
Mary was a woman who had 7 demons the Bible tell us, people have accused her of being a prostitute. But after she was healed she became a faithful follower of Jesus. In the four Gospels she is mentioned 12 times. She was there at Christ’s crucifixion and in all four gospels she was at the empty tomb.  

Here is the thing that no matter what her past was, no matter what people may have said about her then and no matter what people say about her today- it does change the fact that God had a plan for her life.

If you are like me, I have a past, and some of you are like me who came to Christ later in life or maybe you are here today and have yet to become a Christian but listen there an old saying that’s out there:

“EVERY SAINT HAS A PAST AND EVERY SINNER HAS A FUTURE”
And just as God has taken Mary’s life and changed it and had a plan for her -  God has a plan for each of our lives.

With that said - I want to share with you 2 Important facts of New Life that John teaches us.

THE FACT POINT:  JESUS IS ALIVE.
You might be thinking well pastor didn’t you cover that last week and I did however throughout this Sermon Series we see will that FOR THE DISCIPLES TO MAKE THE IMPACT ON THE WORLD WITH THE GOSPEL THEY HAD TO BELIEVE IN THE GOSPEL. And that is the same with each of us. The Resurrection is the fundamental point of the Gospel as we discussed last week.  Because folks Christianity is not a speculative leap of faith, it is not just a made-up story or a myth – it is based on something that happened in history. It was a real event, with real historical evidence. Let me share with you TWO KEY FACTS that Jesus is really alive.
FIRST IS THE EMPTY TOMB.
There is no doubt about the tomb being empty. AMEN?  – 
Mary knows it is empty- she tells Peter verse 2 Peter and John run to the tomb they go in and it wasn’t that just the body was gone,  but the burial clothes were lying there and the cloth over Jesus face was folded up.. The body has gone, but everything else was left..  Here is another way we know that Jesus wasn’t there, there is no evidence that after Sunday morning they ever went back there. Why? There was no point – Jesus’ body had gone! 
Now John gives some great details of that morning
The first thing John does is tell us the story of Mary Magdalene and how she became the first to witness the empty tomb Look back at verse 1 On the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was still dark. She saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. The question is, why would John do that? In first century Jewish society women were not considered reliable witnesses. There was a prejudice there, and so the fact is, why would John and the early disciples present this most important day of history, with women as the first witnesses? The answer is simply because that’s what actually happened. It was not a made-up story; they were the first to see the empty tomb. And Mary as we’ll see, was the first to actually meet the risen Jesus. But Mary wasn’t the only Eyewitness in Johns words Peter and John both seen the evidence and both became witnesses that Jesus body was gone.
THEN - When they arrived, not only was the tomb empty, but obviously the stone that had been closed over the tomb, this a massive 1–2 ton stone, had been rolled away. This question is … who did it? It certainly wasn’t the roman guards because they were told to guard the tomb probably with their lives so that Jesus would not be stolen. Something happened and the stone was rolled away (John 20:1c).

THEN John shares with us THAT MARY AND THE OTHER DISCIPLES HAD NO EXPECTATION OF THE RESURRECTION. Look back at verse 2Mary Says  “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put Him!”
Verse - The other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, then entered the tomb, saw, and believed.
Look down at Verse 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you crying?”

“Because they’ve taken away my Lord,” she told them, “and I don’t know where they’ve put Him.”
Look at 15 “Woman,” Jesus said to her, “why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?”

Supposing He was the gardener, she replied, “Sir, if you’ve removed Him, tell me where you’ve put Him, and I will take Him away.”
Mary and the others had no clue that Jesus would be alive…
Even though Jesus had told them many times what was going to happen. In Matthew 7x Jesus is recorded talking about his death Mark 6x, Luke 5 times and in John 5x- Jesus told them but they somehow did not comprehend what Jesus was saying – they did not get it. Have you ever known someone a little slow on catching on? They call it today a blond moment…. 

They were just as shocked and surprised as anyone could have been.  So, they were completely shocked. And so, what we have here is not a concocted story, but the surprised and shocked reaction of a number of eye witnesses that the tomb was empty and the result is that Jesus is alive! 
So the first key truth is that Jesus is alive is that He that the tomb is empty. 
The second is that:  Jesus is with His people.
It is one thing not to be in the tomb, but it is another thing altogether to actually show yourself alive. This is what Jesus did. In John 20 we read that:

He appears first to Mary Magdalene in the garden. Now something has changed about Him because Mary doesn’t immediately recognize Him. But what is clear is that He is not a ghost or an apparition. He is not a figment of her imagination, because Mary can actually talks with Him; He obviously is a human being and He can obviously be touched. Now if He only appeared to one person we could say ‘Oh well, that’s deluded Mary’ but what happens is that:

Over the next 40 days Jesus appears to over 500 others, on eleven different occasions. On every occasion they are convinced He is alive and as a result they have a life altering encounter with Jesus and it changes the course of the world.
The faith that we base everything on is based on a real, historical event. Jesus really is alive. 

So the question is, do you believe it? What implication does it have for our world today?’ And the answer is HUGE. Because Jesus really is alive and because death couldn’t hold Him, everyone who has an encounter with Him can really come alive too. Jesus really is alive and so therefore:
We can really live…

That’s the second point – you can really live the life that God has planned for you. 

The dictionaries definition of the word ‘alive’ is

1.
Existing; not dead or lifeless 2.
To keep hope alive 3.
Full of energy and spirit 4.
Having the quality of life: vivid; vibrant

If you are breathing right now, this proves that you are at level one – you are ‘existing, not dead or lifeless’. However, to be fully or really alive is to be much more than this – it includes having hope, being full of energy and spirit and refers to being more than just physically existing. 

The Bible makes it clear that not only is there a physical life, not only is there a psychological life, but there is also a spiritual life. 
WHEN WE HAVE AN ENCOUNTER WITH THE JESUS CHRIST THE RISEN LORD SOMETHING HAPPENS INSIDE OF US THAT MAKES US COME ALIVE.
I don’t if you have experienced that or not--- but I have and my whole world has exploded!
 And that was Mary’s experience and that has been the experience of followers through the ages. What we need to realize is that on that resurrection Sunday morning it began really dark for Mary. She goes to the tomb and it looks as if the enemies of her Lord Jesus had won. Within a couple of hours of seeing the empty tomb and meeting the risen Jesus, light has overcome darkness. It’s obvious that life has overcome death and it’s quite clear that the love of Jesus has overcome her despair. The good news is that death, darkness and despair can be overcome in our lives too because Jesus really is alive. 
So I want us to look at those three things real quickly. To be really alive means to be free from:
A. The power of darkness

It is common throughout history to see the images of light and darkness as representing the struggle between good and evil. For example, Star Wars – Darth Vader – dressed in black – ‘on the dark side’  For the Gospel writer John, darkness was also highly symbolic of evil. So, when John emphasizes that Mary sets out ‘early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark’ (John 20:1a), on one level he is just telling us about the time of day – as early as possible after the Sabbath day of rest. But on another, he is telling us that for Mary it seems as if darkness – evil deeds, evil forces and evil men – had triumphed. Listen to me…. She was someone who knew darkness, she had been oppressed by the powers of darkness (7 Demons the Bible says) until she met Jesus and was set free. She had become one of His most devoted followers, had watched Him cruelly die, and seen Him buried. Now with Jesus no longer alive, she may well have been considering whether her old darkness would come back to her.  

Yet by the time she gets to the tomb, it was ‘after sunrise’ (Mark 16:2), a new day had dawned, the light had come. 
I’m reminded about promise of Jesus in John 8:12 where He says:

I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life. (John 8:12)
What a promise. If you are a follower of Jesus, you will never walk in darkness! That is true freedom. That is really being alive. 

It may be that you are like Mary – you know you have been set free from fear, shame and bondage in your life – but you are concerned that darkness is coming back again. If so, there is good news because He really is alive and you never need to walk in darkness again. If you are not yet a follower of Jesus, then you can make a decision to follow Him today – because He really is alive you can be really free. 
That’s the first spiritual promise – freedom from spiritual darkness, light overcoming the darkness. The second promise is that because Jesus really is alive we can be free from:

B. The fear of death 

Death is humanity’s greatest enemy, and the last time I looked the death rate was still 100%. At the GDBA semiannual meeting yesterday another pastor preached and said that death comes to all people. It is the one thing that you will never escape. All Throughout history men and women have unsuccessfully tried to overcome death. From the ancient Egyptian pharaohs who sought to escape death and go straight into the afterlife, through to our modern obsession with cosmetics and anti-ageing, humanity has consistently tried and failed to overcome death and its effects. We can’t win against the ageing process.  Whether we like it or not, we are all getting older.

A couple in their nineties were having trouble remembering things so they went to their doctor for checkups. The doctor told them that they were both physically fine and advised them to write things down to help them remember.

Later that evening, while watching television, the husband got up from his chair to go to the kitchen for a snack. He asked his wife if she wanted anything. 

‘Could you bring me a bowl of ice cream?’ she asked. ‘Sure,’ he replied.

‘Do you think you should write that down to remember it?’ she asked. ‘No, I can remember that,’ he said. 

‘I’d like some strawberries on it, too. Do you need to write that down?’ she said.

‘No, I can remember that, too. Ice cream with strawberries,’ he said, becoming a little irritated. 

‘I'd like some whipped cream on it, too. Can you remember all that? The doctor said you should write things down,’ she said.

‘For goodness sake, I can remember that. I don't need to write it down. A bowl of ice cream with strawberries and whipped cream,’ he said, now more than a little irritated.

Off he went to the kitchen. About 20 minutes later he returned with a plate of bacon and eggs. The wife stared at it for a moment and said,  ‘Where’s my toast?’
We are all getting older…….
The great news of the resurrection is that while we can’t stop the ageing process in this life, Jesus, His resurrection provides the ultimate promise that life has overcome death, and that therefore death is not the end. Death is actually, for a Christian, just the beginning of eternity. 
The Bible doesn’t teach that death is the end and it doesn’t teach reincarnation – it teaches resurrection. The whole truth of the Christian message is that one man in the middle of history, Jesus of Nazareth, overcame death and so now we have the grerat promise that every single person who follows Him will experience resurrection. Death is not the end; it is the beginning of an eternity with God living in ageless, sickness-free bodies, enjoying life at a far greater level than the most wonderful experience in this life. That is the great promise: freedom from fear of death and that is what Jesus bought when He died and rose again. Listen to this promise of Jesus earlier on in John’s Gospel:

“I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?” (John 11:25–26)

Wow what a twofold promise! First, physical death is not a thing to be feared, because for Christians, physical death is not the end. And secondly, even in this life we can start to enjoy real life, eternal life – love, joy, and peace on the inside. Forgiveness for our past and the hope for a future start now!  

So there is the promise of freedom from the power of spiritual darkness, there is the promise of freedom from the fear of death and finally there is the promise of freedom from: 

C. The grip of despair 


Despair affects all of us at some time. Despair is a cruel enemy. For some of you here today, we have seen despair attacking at its worst times,  loss of a job, loss of purpose in your life; maybe you’ve lost a relationship that was important, or perhaps like Mary – the actual loss of a loved one. It feels like your world has caved in. Sometimes though, everything outwardly can be fine yet we feel a real sense of emptiness inside. Life just doesn’t seem to have purpose. Statistics show that in any given year, people face some form of mental distress, from acute anxiety to depression. 

The good news about the resurrection and this encounter that Mary Magdalene had with Jesus is that the love of Jesus can overcome all despair. He can help us through some of the most trying and turbulent times in our life. 

In the passage we’ve read we see is Mary distraught. Four times it mentions that she’s crying. So what was it that made the difference? At first glance it looks as if it’s Mary seeking Jesus that wins the day. Whereas the other disciples go back to their homes – Mary stays weeping, seeking, looking for Jesus and it is surely significant that she is the first to see the risen Jesus. Why did she love Him so much? I think the answer is contained within a little biblical principle, ‘one who has been forgiven much, loves much’. Mary knew what Jesus had done for her. As a result, her whole life had been transformed and she went on the pursuit of Jesus. It may be that you have come here today and there is stuff in your life that you want to find freedom from. Some of you know that the answer is in Jesus. Some of you are not sure. But there is a promise here. The Bible says if you seek Him you will find Him! And when you do, His love will overcome all despair! 

Mary first mistakes Jesus for the gardener, but suddenly everything changes when she hears Jesus calling her name. As soon as she hears her name; she recognizes that it is Him, Jesus. Mary turns to Him and cries out, ‘Teacher’. The darkness went, the fear of death went, and the despair went. You see, Christianity is about a strong God and a mighty God and a Creator God; but it’s also about a personal and loving God, a God who wants to have a relationship with you and me. Like Mary, Jesus knows your name, and wants, by His Spirit, to speak to you. When you hear Him calling you, everything changes. 

Mary is so thrilled to see Jesus that she clings on to Him. Yet Jesus responds:

Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet returned to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’ (John 20:17)

Here Jesus is declaring a wonderful change in the relationship that was not just for Mary but for all believers at all times. We don’t have Jesus physically present with us right now for He is in bodily form at the right hand of the Father. What we do now have is His Holy Spirit present everywhere on the earth. And through Jesus we now have an invitation to know His Father God, as our Father God! And when you know the love of God the Father – everything changes! His love fills your whole being with a tremendous joy and peace – and so even in the midst of trying circumstances, and challenges of life, we can live today full of hope. It’s a life altering encounter because Jesus is alive and we can truly live.
Invitation…..
