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Sermon Series:                                                                 Under Construction building Character

Part 2 BUILDING FROM THE TOP DOWN

Matthew 22:36-40

Hey! Good Morning again we are glad that you have joined us this morning! 

One day Jesus was in the temple when He read from a scroll from the prophet Isaiah which pertained to His mission “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” After He rolled the scroll back up and said “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”

Let’s pray with one accord to our Lord and God.

Thank you, Father, for giving us Your Son to free us from the captivity of the sin and lies that come from Satan and from the ungodly desires within our own hearts. We thank you today for giving the wisdom to see-for we were once blind but now we can see the truth before us. We have come to this place not to do church, but to be Your Church. We ask as we have many things on our minds of life that we find refuge in you today. May we also find that the teachings don’t itch our ears but rather purify our souls. Grant us peace and comfort, give us wisdom to grow, empower us through Your Word. Let your servants’ words be the words of You and guide me though your power. We praise You through the name of Your Son Jesus and we all said… Amen and Amen. 
Here we are in the 2nd week of our sermon series Under Construction- building Christ-like character and commitment. 

As Christians weather we are seasoned veterans or new Christians, we must always be in a development stage. We should always be growing – and growth not only takes change, but it also requires rebuilding to become who God wants us to be. 

Last week we began our series talking about breaking ground. For growth to come we must break new ground- in other words we have to unlearn what we have known so that we can be filled with the truth. Let me remind you that: Construction is the process of building something for a purpose. 
When we break new ground that comes from growth and change the purpose is to become more like Christ. The construction that should be happening in you right now is for a greater purpose. Construction sites can be chaotic, messy and confusing to us, but to the architect, He see’s the beauty of the finished product. 

And although you might feel as if your life is out of control, hectic, crazy, full of ups and downs, you are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand.

Look to your neighbor and say:

God created me with a purpose. 
When it comes to breaking new ground in growth, we said last week that Paul outlined three steps to set the foundation of growth.

Frist, we have to look at the world through a new perspective.

We need to see things from a heavenly perspective. That’s what Jesus did even through the death on the cross. We should be careful not to look at the world through the lens of society, but rather the lens of Christ. We are to focus on what is above.  

Second, we are to Get rid of the old sediment to receive the new growth.

New growth requires room to grow, therefore when we want to grow, when we want to bring in the new, we have to go through the pain staking task of removing old sediment from the old life to replace it with new growth in Christ Jesus.  

3.We are to become ambassadors of Christ.

I hear a lot of people say when something goes good “you were in the right place at the right time”. But if you are God’s Ambassador you are always at the right place for His timing. 

That bring us to today: Building Christ-like character and commitment is done from building from the top down.
In the earthy and fleshly realm that we live in today we cannot fathom something being built from the top down. In fact, it might seem impossible. I was in Nashville this week and right next to my hotel they were constructing a new hotel. In fact, my alarm clock was the work that began at 6:30am. As I watched them work it was apparent that they did not start at the top, they had to begin at the bottom. Yet in the kingdom of God, nothing is impossible for the creator of the universe. The Bible tells us in Luke 1:37 that “nothing is impossible with God.”
By show of hands how many of you believe that today? Amen! 
Let’s take a look at what it takes to build from the top down.

Open your Bible’s with me to the book of Matthew Chapter 22, Matthew chapter 22. Remember that Matthew is the first book of the New Testament, the first four books of the New Testament are called the Gospels. 

Matthew 22 and when you get there let me know by saying “PURPOSE”
At this point in the gospel of Matthew, Jesus is nearing the end of His earthly ministry. Just before this passage we’re about to read, Jesus had gone into the temple, had driven out the moneychangers who were using the Temple as a means by which they could make a profit. That obviously frustrated Jesus, he drove them out and said “IT IS WRITTEN MY HOUSE WILL BE A HOUSE OF PRAYER” quoting the Old Testament and this didn’t sit well with a lot of the religious leaders. I mean these guys were the representation of religion. And if cleansing the temple wasn’t bad enough Jesus spent the rest of chapter 21 giving three parables that spoke to the religious leader’s excluding them from the Kingdom of God. Verse 45 of chapter 21 says that “they knew He was speaking about them”
The religious leaders were upset to say the least.

Here in chapter 22, we see one part of the religious leaders who came to Jesus to try to trick Him with some questions because they hoped to discredit Jesus when He answers the questions wrong, it could do one of two things. Either, one, it will prove he’s a heretic, or two, at the very least, based upon his answer to the questions that are asked, he’ll at least split the camp of followers and divide his followers and lose popularity contest. It’s in this chapter that we see three instances where they tried to trap Jesus with the trickery of their questions. 

The first two questions were by the Sadducees, and well,,,,,, Jesus’ answers in a way that shut them down. But then here comes the Pharisees and that is where we pick up the scripture in verse 34- read with me from there- 
“When the Pharisees heard that He had silenced the Sadducees, they came together. 35 And one of them, an expert in the law, asked a question to test Him: 36 “Teacher, which command in the law is the greatest?”

37 He said to him, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. 38 This is the greatest and most important command. 

Take that you pharisee! 

The truth about our faith is this, it is built from the top down. God is the executor of all things and if we are going to have faith in what His word tell us, it begins with having faith in HIM and to have faith in Him is to love Him. Today we are going to address the things that can help us build from the top down.
Which brings us to our Big Idea today:
The Big Idea is this: TO LOVE GOD IS TO KNOW GOD.

To love someone is to know someone.

Wouldn’t you agree that relationships are about getting to know people?

Take my relationship with my wife, when I first met her, I knew three things. First, I knew what she looked like, second, she was a hockey fan because she was wearing a hockey jersey, which was a plus for me then third, I knew she could sing, she was singing karaoke- in fact the song she sung was strawberry wine. Now for our relationship to grow we had to know more about each other and although we have been together for many, many years, we are always learning more about each other.

Someone once said, that love may not make the world go around, but it sure makes the trip worthwhile. The sermons, songs, poems, books, stories, films and whatever else that mankind has authored and participated in that are about love would fill volumes and volumes and volumes upon volumes which could fill the greatest libraries in the world.  I believe that the world would say that we all could come together in love. We live our best when we love what we do, love family and friends. As a Christian this is standard that God set for me and others. I believe that love is the greatest experience that one can have and at that point God would agree.
If you took a survey today and asked if the average person loves God? The answer would probably be yes. Yet many people who answer yes, are in denial about what loving God truly means. The Bible teaches us that loving God is more than just words, it involves a greater depth and that is what we will be focused on today through this scripture. Jesus loved us so much that He gave himself for us.
SO, we have to answer the question how can we know God in such a way that manufactures this great love for Him?
I want to share with you 4 insights that Jesus speaks about knowing and loving God.

The first insight is where it all begins. There is always a beginning point to everything. This first insight is where people fail when it comes to loving God.
The first insight is this:

Are you ready? 

Number 1- We must make God our Lord.

Look at what Jesus says- verse 37 “LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD”

Most people believe that the first commandment is just about loving God. But the first part of the commandment is for us to place God as our Lord. Folks, this is fundamental in our relationship- you can say that Jesus is your savior- but what Jesus is saying here is put your money where your mouth is. I here a lot of excuses of why people don’t come to church, why they won’t commit. I should write a book about it. But the truth is most are willing to have Jesus save them from hell, but they are not willing to make Jesus the Lord over their lives. Now I had learned this the hard way. Close to 20 Years ago this changed my life, it was a time where I said I was a Christian, but God well wasn’t #1, I was faking the funk, before I got serious about God. I had an issue in my life to where I thought I only needed my family and that was it. I needed no one else- my family can me first above all else. God used a circumstance in my life to put me in a position to where I could only rely on Him getting me out of it. I literally needed God to interceded. It was the only way to get out.  The lesson I learned was that I needed God not only as my savior, but I needed Him to be the Lord of my life. 
Many scholars have questioned the state of the church today- it boils down to what or who lords over the people’s lives. Jesus addressed this very issue and its recorded in the scripture. In Jesus day many would call Him “Lord, Lord”. 

Lord was a sign of respect much like the word Mr. or Sir today, but when repeated it meant something on a much higher level. When people addressed Jesus as Lord, Lord it was crystal clear that they were not just addressing Him with respect, but also acknowledging Him as having authority over their lives. That’s why Jesus said in Luke 6:46 “Why do you call me Lord, Lord and do not do the things in which I say?”
The fact is when Jesus said the first commandment to love the Lord YOUR God- it means something more significant than just respect- even in the Old Testament it denotes that God is our Lord- This gives God ownership over us. We become His Children, His people and He is our God! 
We Belong to Him and that requires us to respect Him, but it also means that God has all authority over our lives. Let me ask; can you say that Jesus is your Lord? Or is He your Lord, Lord? Do you just give Him respect or is He the Lord over all of your life? 
Listen folks, you will love only that which you will give yourself to. You see it comes down to a simple decision.
To make Jesus our Lord, Lord we need to give ourselves to Him. It wasn’t long after I understood my lesson from earlier that I needed Jesus to be my Lord, Lord, that I began to grow spiritually and began to serve Him, the church and others with the purpose of Him. The evidence of Jesus being our Lord, Lord is a desire to obey and serve Him just as He desires us to be HIS.
Jesus said in John 14:15 “If you love Me, you will keep My commands”

The key to building from the top down is giving ourselves to Jesus making Him our Lord, Lord!
The second insight that this command teaches us hits us in a place to where we often make the most critical decision of our lives.
The Second insight is this:

We must love God from our whole heart.

What does it mean to love God with all your heart?

The heart in the Hebrew understanding is the core of our identity, the source of all our thoughts, words, actions. The heart is the center of desires and affections.  It’s my belief that God created all people with a heart- some just don’t know it or act like they have one.
With a show of hands, how many of you have heard of the expression; that a person wears their heart on their sleeve?

This means that we are exposing our true emotions, making ourselves vulnerable and letting it all hang out. Can you imagine if on Sunday mornings you just let go- you were your heart on your sleeve for Jesus?
Matthew 6:21 says “Where your treasure is, there will be your heart also” 
 You see our heart is the core of our being. When we love God with all of our heart, we are to Love God with the deepest, purest, truest part of you, your deepest identity.
To love God with all your heart means to love God with all of your feelings, with all of your emotions and with all your passion. Now, passion is a very hot term in our contemporary culture. People ask, "What's your passion?" What they're asking you is what is it that really gets your juices flowing? It could be a certain ideology, social cause, or politics. Perhaps it's a passion about a movie, or music. It could be making money, physical fitness, or watching college football. You can be passionate about a lot of things, but the number one passion of your life should be your relationship with God. Loving God with all our heart is being plugged into Him.
Funny Story- The other day my wife was telling me how her phone wasn’t charging right, a few minutes later I walked into the room and she again commented that her phone was broke, because she couldn’t receive a charge. She unplugged the cord from the phone, looked at it and plug the cord back into the phone. I look at the phone in her hand and followed the cord down only to see that the cord wasn’t plugged in to the outlet. There was no power and although we had a good laughed about it. The truth of the matter is when we don’t love God with all of our heart, we find that we are not plugged into His power- were He can recharge us in His love. Maybe the next time you are tempted to do the wrong thing, to skip church, not to serve—You should check your heart to see if your plugged into God. 
The First insight about knowing and loving God is that we must make God our Lord.
The second is: we must love God from our heart. 
The Third is like it: WE MUST LOVE GOD FROM OUR SOUL.

Along with our hearts, we are called to love God with all our soul. OUR SOUL IS A VERY INTERESTING THING. In the first five books of the Old Testament the “soul” refers to one’s whole being as a living person.

You see the Hebrew word for soul is nephesh, which means "to breathe".  Behind this word is the idea that God breathes life into us. In Genesis Chapter 2 verse 7 it tells us where the Lord God formed man from the dust of the ground and He breathed life into his nostrils and the man became a living being. Because of the breath of life from God we are living souls. This first commandment tells us to love God with our soul which is the very life that He has given us. In context with this life since sin came into the world and brought death unto man. When one accepts Jesus, we receive LIFE from HIM- Think about like this our souls have been reborn through the breath of God which represents our new life.
I have spent years evangelism but the most rewarding thing is when someone takes the saving grace of Christ Jesus and they make it their life. Soul has to do with your emotions. It was Jesus who said in Matthew 26:38 “My soul is exceedingly sorrowful,”. He was speaking of His soul as the seat of HIS emotion.
Our emotions come from our soul- Love is an incredible emotion the Love that we are to have for God is love that supersedes all love, it comes from within our heart and soul. 
We are to love with the wholeness of the life that has been given to us.
Then fourth insight of knowing and loving God is: WE MUST LOVE GOD FROM OUR MIND.
TO KNOW GOD IS TO LOVE GOD. The order of the great commandment is no accident- Make God Lord of your life- Love Him from our heart, soul and mind.
The mind in the center of one’s intellect. It is the place where our strength comes from.

Now I was not a smart kid growing up. I was in trouble a lot, drugs, I skipped school a lot-When I started college, I had to get my High School transcripts and I was embarrassed at the grades- I had a D in gym. I was that kid, I was so embarrassed I wouldn’t show them to my wife. I finished 3rd to the last in my class of over 300. My goal was to graduate and that was it. I am thankful the army gave me a chance to succeed in life. Now I will tell you that I graduated with honors in the top of my class from college. 
The mind is a very complex thing. Without activity without study, without knowledge we can become lazy and not wanting to do anything, we don’t want to learn anything, we just want to get by – much like what I was like in High School. But when we realize that God intends us to learn about Him to use the very mind that he gave us it can be liberating. Much like my college I grew and graduated the top of my class. 
Since love is directed to God and it depends upon a knowledge of God, we must understand that Jesus is the fulfillment revelation of God’s love. John 3:16 for God so loved the world He gave his one and only Son (cf. Jn. 14:7-9, Matt. 11:27) We cannot reject God and Love Jesus, we must know God.

We must have intelligence, insight, wisdom of who He is and the more tuned in we are to Him the more we will grow to become like Him.
First, we must make God our Lord.

Second, we must love God from our heart. 

Third, we must love God from our soul.

Then fourth, we must love God from our mind.

I realize that this can be overwhelming, yet I would like to tell you that if you take one aspect of your life today; Marriage, Family, finances, relationships, church and you make Jesus Lord over that one area to give Him your all in just in that one area this week.

Let me leave you one quote its from Neil Armstrong as he took a step on the moon in 1969 he said “that’s one small step for a man, one giant step for mankind”
It all begins with a small step- Give one part of your life to Him, study the subject in the bible, don’t make a major decision without seeking Him first. Pray about it- give it you all. Because this one small step can be the catalyst to a giant step of knowing and loving God with your entire being.

Invitations 
Invitation--- 
