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FAKE NEWS

Part 2
Myth: MONEY IS THE ROOT OF ALL EVIL. 

1 Timothy 6:6-11

Welcome to our sermon series Fake News. AND no, we are not talking about political fake news but rather the fake news that is out there about the Bible. In this series we are exposing the lies and misconceptions that people believe about the Bible. 
Did you know that many media outlets purposely mislead the people to sway public opinion? Fake News is everywhere we look and the more fake news trends, the more people begin to believe it as the truth. 
Its just like that with the fake news of the Bible. For years people have taken a piece of truth to sway others opinions to believe that something is in the Bible, which is actually not there. Many of us have been victims to believing these lies like last week’s that God only helps those who help themselves. The Bible teaches us that it is not true and that when people believe this lie it takes us ways from the Biblical foundation and the true meaning of the scripture, the very purpose of God. The truth is we are all helpless and God helps all people who depend on Him. So, it is imperative for us to speak the truth and expose these for what they truly are, lies of the devil geared to keep people from the truth.
With that said open our Bible’s to the New Testament book of 1st Timothy. 1st Timothy chapter 6. You can find 1st Timothy if you locate the book of Philippians, then Colossians, 1st Thessalonians, 2nd Thessalonians then you will find 1st Timothy chapter 6 and when you get there let me know by saying; I am there. 

This week we are exposing the fake news that money is the root of all evil. 
Why are we talking about this lie? Let me tell you why we are discussing this falsehood about money, it is because Jesus talks a lot about money. Did you know that? We talk less about a topic that is talked more in the Bible than prayer. There are about 500 verses that discuss prayer, but more than 2000 verses that deal with money and possessions. Many theologians agree that there are approximately 40 parables of Jesus in the Bible. Of those 40, nearly half of them speak directly about money. For example; the widow and two coins in Mark 12 or Caesar’s taxes in Matthew 22, Lazarus and the rich man and the list goes on then there is the famous quote of Jesus in Matthew 6:21 “where your treasure is, your heart will be also”. The Bible has a lot to say about money and Jesus knew that money was an issue in His time and it would continue to become worse as the world grew. Jesus knew the difficulties we would have with money. That is why Jesus taught so much about having the right perspective when it comes to our money- finances and our possessions. Today I am not going to speak today about tithing 10% of the Old Testament or the giving from the obedience of our hearts, how much God tells us to give, cheerfully, generously and regularly from the New Testament. 
But rather I want to change our perspective of what many believe that money is the root of evil. And today we will find in the Bible today that it is not true. 
If you are there in 1st Timothy chapter 6 begin reading with me from verse 6. This is the World of God. 

“6 But godliness with contentment is a great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out. 8 But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with these. 9 But those who want to be rich fall into temptation, a trap, and many foolish and harmful desires, which plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and by craving it, some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pains.

11 But you, man of God, run from these things, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, and gentleness.”
The apostle Paul is writing to the young preacher Timothy and really, he is telling Timothy to teach the Word of God and not to waiver from the truth, because there are false teachers and preachers out there that their drive is gain material wealth. Some of these are teaching so they can get money from what the teach. They tried to gain wealth from their teaching. But Paul contradicts that notion by telling Timothy and us today in verse 6 that “Godliness and continent is a great gain”.
Our #1 focus must be on God and our eternity. No amount of money can save you from death or get you into heaven. Now money is a resource that we all need for life and to bring up a family after all we have theses things called bills (now they can be evil, if you know what I mean). In today’s world we need money to live, to eat, to pay rent, electric and gas, for clothing and other things. And although we need to have food, clothing and shelter, we need money to gain it. But Paul teaches that even then there were some who took it to the extreme and that money is all they care about, the need for it becomes an obsession. But as Born-again believers our lives here are comfortable, but our focus is not today but rather it should be eternal. 
Which brings us to our BIG IDEA this week.

THE BIG IDEA IS: 

DESIRING GODLINESS AND CONTENTMENT OVER MONEY WILL MAKE US ETERNALLY WEALTHY. 
This is Paul’s position. If we work hard at becoming Godly and content then money will never need to be a desire for us that will take us down the wrong road. WHY? Because desiring Godliness and contentment is a greater gain than the temporary financial gain. 
Godliness is its simplest term means to be God focused, putting God first in your life. Contentment means to be satisfied. You are alright with what you have, you are satisfied. It doesn’t mean that you don’t have dreams or aspirations for a better life, or to make more money, or to invest or not, because money is not the issue – the love for it is the issue. And if we are focused only on getting more, then we can never attain godliness and contentment which is what God wants for us.  Are you following me?

In Matthew 6:21 Jesus says “where your treasure is, your heart will be also”. So, if your first and foremost concerned is about money it will dominate your heart and God has no place as the treasure of your heart. 

In order for us to experience God’s best in our lives, especially when it comes to finances- money and our possessions we must begin to think differently by giving money its rightful place. We must change how we think about those things and begin to think about godliness and contentment to experience eternal wealth.   

So today, I want to share with you three ways to change our thinking about money.
Change #1:
The Bible tells us that “do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” (Romans 12:2)
Change # 1 WE MUST LEARN THAT WHAT WE HAVE IS NOT OURS.
Paul’s argument for achieving kingdom wealth over the love of money is clear, look back at verses 7-8: “For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out. But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with these. 

The Old Testament people knew this as well, the Bible says in Job 1:21 “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return”
We cannot take anything from the physical world with us. Billy Graham said “I never saw a U-Haul behind a hearse” Well I looked and here is what I saw. (Picture of a U Haul behind hearse.) 

Well, apparently some folks think that they can take it with them.

Again, let me say this, having money, getting money, having wealth or even trying to better your lifestyle is only the issue when you think about it from the earthy perspective. The worlds view is that money is the way we view success, security and significance. 
I believe that the single most important thing Born-again believers can learn is the biblical principle that what we have is not ours. Because I truly believe that if we can change our thinking from the worlds point of view to God’s, then we could do so much more for the Kingdom of God. Listen to this article from the Baptist Press that I read: “In man's economy, the basic premise is that our purpose, goals, significance, self-worth, ambitions and life energy are wrapped up in having money. In man's economy, we want to make as much as we can, as quickly as we can, to retire as soon as we can, and enjoy a life of leisure as long as we can.”
So, we are told that if we have enough money, we can live free of fear and anxiety -- comfortably insulated from what's going on around us. In man's economy, we place our hope in our net worth, assets and ability to generate income. Money is the master of man's economy. You have heard it said “Money makes the world go round”. 
But in God’s economy our earthy financial-worth doesn’t matter. I mean when die and get to heaven, I am pretty sure that I will not be asked; how much money did you die with? Amen.

In the biblical view of wealth involves our submission to God in all areas of our lives. That is where godliness and contentment come from. 

The Bible tells that in Psalm 24:1: “The earth and everything in it, the world and its inhabitants belong to the Lord”
We sometimes think of possessions as being ours. We are stewards over things but only for a short time. Whatever you have, it is all from God, and it will all return to God one day. Folks we need to understand and learn this reality so that we don't get wrapped up in the idea of possessing things. Your house is not yours. Your clothes are not yours. Your children are not yours. It all belongs to God. How should that affect our attitude when we must part with any of these? If we think we own it, we will cling desperately to it and be grieved when it is taken. If we realize it is all God's and returns to God, we can let go, graciously thanking Him for the short time we were blessed to be the stewards of God's things.
One day in our last church, we had this man who was homeless. We were able to help him secure a place to live and good paying job, but the job was far from where he lived. He had to take a couple of busses but then walk the last 2 miles to work every day. He came in one Sunday and asked: “Pastor will you pray with me to get some type transportation to get me the last two miles?” As I prayed, I realized the answer was at my house. I just bought a brand-new mountain bike. It was I think I rode it once. But I knew that God had answered his prayer. I went home and got the bike and brought to him. You see I viewed the Bike as God’s property and that is why I was able to quickly give it to him. 
Th point is we are live our lives as responsible stewards of what God has given us weather, we have a little or a lot. Embracing God and His mission within His Church. Because what you do with it matters more to God than how much you have.   (Widows Mite)
The Biblical truth is: what we have is not ours it belongs to God.
Change #2
WE MUST LEARN NOT TO GIVE INTO TEMPTATIONS.
If the first change has the most well-known bible verse “we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out.”  I think this is where my mother got the expression, I brought you in to the world and I can take you…………Then this second change has the most misquoted verse if the Bible: 
Look at verses 9-10 with me
“But those who want to be rich fall into temptation, a trap, and many foolish and harmful desires, which plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and by craving it, some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pains.”
Sometimes people say, “The Bible says MONEY is the root of all evil,” and yet the scripture doesn’t say that at all. Money is a necessary thing in our world, it is necessary for our church to do its mission in the world and it was necessary in Paul’s time as well. But it’s the LOVE of the cold hard cash that can get us into trouble: Look at how Paul describes it “those who want to get rich;” the “love of money;” “Craving it.” I read once that a pastor said “God has promised to meet your need, not your greed” 
The Bible tells us that one day Jesus was approached by a man in the crowd, saying to Jesus “Tell my bother to divide the inheritance with me” Jesus responded to this man about his selfishness and greed in Luke 12:15 “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life does not consist in an abundance of possessions.”
I remember watching a show of people who won the lottery and how it changed their lives. They thought that by winning the lottery they would have happier, better lives and all their problems would go away. The show soon revealed that they were anything but happier, all that money did not fix the problems, it caused many other problems they were not able to deal with.
If you are taking notes today, write down these words: fall, temptation, desires, ruin and destruction. These are all things that happen to people when chasing the ever illusive just a little bit more. When people are obsessed with and crave not of what they have, but they crave even more than they have it leads them to destruction. The Greek word for crave means desire and to long for. When we love and crave for something, we will do anything to get. Ask a drug addict, alcoholic, a smoker, hoarder or even a shopaholic. There is this craving that won’t stop until they get that fix, but soon after that fix, the crave will come back and you must have another and another which eventually leads people to ruin and destruction because they are so blind to the world that they will do what ever it takes to get the fix. This leads to ruin and destruction, because it leads us away from our purpose of glorifying God as we Love God, Love People and Change the World – because we become obsessed with greed.
The word ruin refers to divine punishment, while the word destruction was used for eternal damnation. According to the National Endowment for Financial Education, about 70 percent of people who win a lottery actually end up broke in a few years. Other studies show that lottery winners frequently become estranged from family and friends, and incur a greater incidence of depression, drug and alcohol abuse, divorce, and suicide than the average American.
When you love something that you don’t often have or you want more of, it will lead you down the wrong road. We must avoid the love of it all, we must avoid the temptations that loving money brings. 

How can we avoid the money temptations? The First way to guard ourselves from the temptations is to remember that as a child of God what you have is not yours and you must be ready to give it up for Christ. 2nd we must put God and His mission first and foremost in our lives, which means that ultimately, we may go without in the here and now, but we are building our account for eternity. Amen?
Then Change # 3

WE MUST LEARN TO PERSUE GODLINESS. (x2)
This is crucial to becoming more Christ like.

Look at Verse 11 with me.

“But you, man of God, run from these things, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, and gentleness.”
This is an interesting statement that Paul has because at the same time we are to run away from what the love of money brings to us as we are running to what the love of God has for us. As born- again believers we are always running away from danger and running towards something else- our life if you will, is a sprint towards God. 

We are to follow and seek – we are to pursue after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, gentleness. If you notice these are part of the fruit of the spirit that we are supposed to be running towards.

Listen to what Proverbs 15:9 tells us “The Lord detests the way of the wicked, but He loves the one who pursues righteousness.”
Paul uses six qualities in our text to show us in contrast what the life of a born-again believer is supposed to look like and what we are to run after: righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, gentleness.

Righteousness –is doing what is right on the outside- we are to pursue the right conduct. Godliness-is right on the inside – that’s motivation, the heart – the Holy Spirit conviction- putting God first. 

Faith-is the confidence in God’s trust for everything. You literally put your life and ministry into His hands, and you trust God with that.  

Then there is Love- Love is the greatest of Christian virtues and it is the distinguishing trait of a Born- Again believer. We are marked by God’s love, not the love for money or things but rather we love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength, or desire to do so, desire to love all who are around us. We are devoted to the Lord, committed to self-sacrificing service on behalf of the Lord to people. This love is found in the first commandment: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your minds and the second is like it, love your neighbors as yourself” (Matthew 22:37).
Then Paul uses the word of an athlete endurance. To run a race you must have endurance, to build endurance you have to go further than were you are. If you are comfortable where you are as a believer, you will never build endurance to make it through the next phase to grow.  
Lastly Paul uses the word gentleness in how we speak and how we approach problems. We are to be the hot head! Because being the hot headedness doesn’t bring glory to God. 
2 Corinthians 5:9 Paul says, "whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to be pleasing to Him” 

Our goal, our driving desire is to please God. That's what I am running after. I can't be running after the love of money, I have to be running after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness. Which will ultimately bring me godliness and contentment in this life and that is a greater gain than all the money in the world.
I believe that Paul achieved this as he said in Philippians 4:11-12 “I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am. I know both to have a little and I know how to have a lot. In any and all circumstances I have learned the secret to being content.”
Folks only a true relationship with Jesus will satisfy you. In the autobiography of Eddie Rickenbacker, the World War I flying ace. In 1942 he was on a plane that ditched in the South Pacific. He and six other men floated on a raft three weeks before rescuers found them. After the emergency water was gone, they were consumed with thirst. They were surrounded by millions of gallons of water–but unable to drink. On the 13th day, one of the men named Alex couldn’t stand it any longer and began to drink the salt water–they tried to stop him, but he forced the water into his parched mouth. His thirst was quenched momentarily, but then his thirst returned worst than before–Alex soon died. Drinking saltwater doesn’t quench your thirst, it intensifies it.

The desire for money and possession obsession is like drinking seawater. You’re never satisfied. You’ll only want more, and it will soon destroy your life in one way or another.

“The love of money is the is a root of all kinds of evil” but by changing our thinking we will find that desiring godliness and contentment will make us much more eternally wealthy.

1. What we have is not ours.
2. Don’t give into money temptations.
3. Pursue Godliness.
Invitation. 
